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1. The Programme Subcommittee (PSC) met in Brazzaville, Republic of Congo, from 17 to 20 

June 2013. The meeting reviewed six technical and health matters, one programme - budget 

matter and one management matter. This statement summarizes the main outcomes of the meeting. 

 

Opening 

 

2. In addressing members of the Programme Subcommittee, the Regional Director indicated that 

the meeting was being organized within the context of a changing global health environment 

characterized by, among other things, the WHO reforms, the transition from the 11th to the 12th 

WHO General Programme of Work and the current consultations seeking to define the post–2015 

UN development agenda. He reminded the members of the PSC of their terms of reference, including 

analysing the working documents of the Regional Committee, ensuring that they met the public 

health needs of the people of the WHO African Region and suggesting ways and means of 

implementing World Health Assembly resolutions in the African Region. 

 

Technical and health matters 

 

3. Members of the Programme Subcommittee discussed the report of the Commission on Women’s 

Health in the African Region. The report, which shows that women’s health needs go beyond sexual 

and reproductive health concerns, identifies interventions that will improve the social status of 

women, promote gender equity and enable women to contribute fully to social and economic 

development at all levels. The PSC stressed the importance of political commitment and leadership, 

the important role played by men and the need to adopt a multisectoral and multidisciplinary 

approach in improving the health of women. The PSC suggested that more emphasis be put on 

advocacy, communication and legislation that protect women and their families, and on addressing 

the religious, cultural and traditional practices that affect women’s health. The PSC called for a 

supportive environment for women, including putting more emphasis on girls’ education, family 

planning and access to economic improvement facilities. The PSC discussed and recommended a 

draft resolution that adopts the Commission’s report and urges Member States and health partners to 

implement its recommendations. 
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4. The PSC also reviewed the document on Healthy ageing in the African Region: situation 

analysis and way forward. They noted that ageing was becoming a major challenge for Member 

States in the 21st century, as a growing number of people are now elderly due to the significant gain 

in life expectancy in the African Region. The elderly are faced with increased risk of chronic 

diseases, disabilities and premature death. Members of the Programme Subcommittee observed with 

concern the slow progress in the implementation of the Madrid International Plan of Action on 

Ageing adopted in April 2002. In addition, it was noted that there is a general lack of adequate skills, 

appropriate services, strategies, policies and legal framework to protect and promote healthy ageing. 

The Members of the Subcommittee recommended a resolution on healthy ageing for consideration by 

the Regional Committee. 

 

5. The PSC reviewed the strategy for enhancing the role of traditional medicine in health 

systems in the African Region. The updated strategy builds on the successful promotion of the 

positive aspects of traditional medicine (TM) in national health systems, as part of the 

implementation of the regional strategy and the plan of action for the Decade of African traditional 

medicine. The Programme Subcommittee suggested that a holistic approach to TM be adopted, while 

promoting the tangible, realistic and positive aspects of traditional medicine. The PSC emphasized 

the need for regulation of TM and recommended the development of a framework for regulation of 

traditional medicine practitioners, products (including imported ones) and practice; for collaboration 

between practitioners of TM and conventional medicine; and for ensuring protection of the 

intellectual property rights of TM knowledge. The PSC further recommended that countries increase 

investments for research and capacity building, support NGOs working to promote TM and foster 

cross-border collaboration. 

 

6. In discussing the approaches for strengthening the capacity for regulation of medical 

products in the African Region, the PSC noted that medical products include medicines, vaccines, 

pharmaceutical ingredients, medical devices and diagnostics. Members of the PSC observed with 

concern that, overall, the capacity of countries to regulate medical products was weak due to various 

factors, including the low priority given to it in national health systems, leading to the continued 

circulation of substandard, spurious, falsely-labelled, falsified and counterfeit medical products, 

which remains a critical challenge in the Region. They stressed the importance of food regulation, 

including nutritional supplements, and called for a stepwise approach to address this issue, starting 

with the regulation of medical products. The PSC suggested that countries strengthen national 

capacity for regulation, including providing the required financial and human resources and 

enforcing existing laws. They recommended that a consultative process for the development of a 

“framework to strengthen national capacity for the regulation of medical products” be initiated in 

order to accelerate the process of creation  of the African Medicines Agency. 

 

7. The meeting reviewed the document on utilizing eHealth solutions to improve national 

health systems in the African Region. The PSC members underlined the importance of the subject 

and concurred with the issues related to the utilization of eHealth solutions, as set forth in the 

working document, including inadequate connectivity, lack of power supply and the unequal 

coverage between urban and rural areas. They expressed the need to address challenges related to 

availability, accessibility, reluctance to use ICT, absence of a conducive policy environment, data 

quality control, security and confidentiality, as well as standardization and interoperability. The PSC 

recommended that WHO continue supporting countries in the development of national and regional 

eHealth strategic plans and policies. 
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8. The PSC reviewed the Regional Strategy on Neglected Tropical Diseases for the period 

2014–2020 and the related Regional Strategic Plan for NTDs.  The Regional Strategy provides a set 

of public health interventions aimed at accelerating the control, elimination and eradication of the 

priority NTDs in the WHO African Region and is in alignment with the resolution on NTDs adopted 

by the Sixty-sixth World Health Assembly in May 2013. Members of the Programme Subcommittee 

suggested that the following issues be strengthened: cross-border collaboration, the logistics required 

for implementing interventions, linkages between research and programmes, and diagnostics and 

laboratory capacity. The PSC reiterated the need to make provision for managing disabilities and 

social rehabilitation, inclusion of NTD medicines into national essential medicines lists, 

harmonization of partner interventions and reinforcing mutual accountability. Members emphasized 

the importance of strong health and community systems in the fight against NTDs. 

 

Programme–budget matters 

 

9. Members of the Programme Subcommittee reviewed the orientations for implementing the 

WHO Programme Budget 2014-2015 in the African Region. The PSC noted that the African 

Region has been allocated a 28% share i.e. US$ 1 120 000 000 which represents a slight increase of 

2.5% compared with the initial budget for the 2012–2013 biennium. It observed with concern that the 

distribution of the budget across categories and priority programmes shows an imbalance due to a 

large concentration in emergencies and polio and under-budgeting in other key regional priorities 

such as Health Systems Strengthening and Noncommunicable Diseases, and in programmes related 

to the Millennium Development Goals. The Programme Subcommittee recommended that Member 

States and the Secretariat intensify resource mobilization in order to fund priority programmes and 

compensate for limitations in the approved budget, and to make their contributions to the African 

Public Health Emergency Fund. The PSC also expressed the need for Member States and the 

Secretariat to continue exploring cost containment measures such as offering office space free of 

charge or reducing the rental costs of WHO country offices. The PSC emphasized the importance of 

shifting a certain portion, for example 5%, of the resources allocated across categories and 

programmes to increase the funding of Health Systems Strengthening within the context of the 

Programme–Budget resolution adopted by the 66th World Health Assembly. 

 

Management matters 

 

10. Members of the Programme Subcommittee reviewed the proposed changes to the Rules of 

Procedure of the Regional Committee and new Terms of Reference of the Programme 

Subcommittee in light of the reforms of WHO Governance. They revisited the current Rules of 

Procedure of the Regional Committee and recommended the expansion of the role of the PSC 

thereby strengthening the supervisory role of the Regional Committee over the activities of the 

Secretariat and enhancing transparency and accountability. Members of the PSC recommended that 

the quorum for conducting the business of the Regional Committee be comprised of Members only 

and that Associate Members be considered as observers. The PSC further made recommendations 

related to the election of the Regional Director including situations where the incumbent Regional 

Director is not available or is unable to perform his/her functions. 
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Conclusion 

 

11. In conclusion, members of the Programme Subcommittee are recommending nine working 

documents, including the Regional Strategic Plan for Neglected Tropical Diseases in the African 

Region 2014–2020, to the Sixty-third session of the Regional Committee for consideration. Members 

of the Programme Subcommittee are also recommending four draft resolutions - report of the 

Commission on Women’s Health in the African Region; Healthy Ageing in the African Region; 
Strategy for enhancing the role of traditional medicine in health systems in the African Region; 

Regional Strategy on Neglected Tropical Diseases - to the Sixty-third session of the Regional 

Committee for consideration and adoption. 


