
WHA21.20 Training of National Health Personnel 

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly, 

Considering that the World Health Organization is called upon in accordance with its Constitution to 
assist governments in strengthening their health services and to promote teaching and training in the health, 
medical and related professions; 

Appreciating the efforts being made by all countries, particularly the developing countries, to speed up 
their economic and social development, including the improvement of their health situation; 

Being convinced that in order to improve the health situation in all countries it is necessary to intensify 
efforts to develop and utilize human resources, and particularly to train national staff, taking into account 
the development plans in each country and its present and long-term needs for qualified health staff at all 
levels; and 

Recalling resolution 2083(XX) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, dated 20 December 
1965, which refers to "measures calculated to intensify concerted action by the United Nat ions and the 
specialized agencies with regard to the training of national personnel for the economic and social deve-
lopment of the developing coun t r i e s" and " invi tes . . . the specialized agencies . . . to bear these problems 
in mind when they review future programmes of a c t i o n " , 

1. RECOMMENDS Member States to give increasing attention to the training of professional and auxiliary 
health personnel; 



2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(a) to continue to give high priority to programmes of assistance to Member States in the training of 
professional and auxiliary health personnel; 
(b) to continue to collaborate with the United Nations and the specialized agencies in the utilization 
and development of human resources; 
(c) to suggest to the regional committees, at their meetings in 1969, that they undertake an analysis of 
the problems of training professional and auxiliary health personnel; 
(id) to make provision for a general evaluation during the forty-fifth session of the Executive Board of 
the experience accumulated by the World Health Organization, taking into account the conclusions 
reached by the regional committees; and 
(e) to submit to the Twenty-third World Health Assembly a report on any concrete measures that the 
World Health Organization might appropriately take to assist further the training of national health 
personnel at all levels. 

Handb. Res., 9th ed., 1.8 Sixteenth plenary meeting, 22 May 1968 (Committee 
on Programme and Budget, third report) 


