
EB61.R29 Long-term planning of international cooperation in the field of cancer 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on WHO's Activities in the Field of Cancer, 
set up by it at its fifty-ninth session; 

Stressing the importance of strengthening cooperation between W H O and its Member States as well as 



1. THANKS the Ad Hoc Committee for its report ； 

2. DECIDES, for future sessions of the Board and for the Health Assembly, to change the title of the agenda 
item from “Long-term planning of international cooperation in cancer research" to "Long-term planning of 
international cooperation in the field of cancer，，，in order to reflect the scope of the issues in question; 

3. APPROVES the recommendations contained in the report, and in particular : 
(1) that the main function of WHO with respect to cancer should be as expressed in the Sixth General 
Programme of Work, namely to promote cancer prevention and control, including coordinated cancer 
research ； 

(2) that, whereas the range of functions of the International Agency for Research on Cancer as outlined 
in the report is acceptable, the activities of WHO headquarters should be strengthened so as to constitute 
an adequate and coherent plan of action for promoting cancer prevention and control, including coordina-
tion of cancer research ； 

(3) that the cancer programme at WHO headquarters and the programme of the International Agency 
for Research on Cancer should retain their separate identities but should be much better coordinated with 
respect to current activities and to planning for the future; 
(4) that the interdisciplinary team for the internal coordination of the WHO cancer programme should 
be maintained ； 

(5) that for global coordination of the total programme, in accordance with WHO'S constitutional role 
as the coordinating authority on international health work, a Director-General's coordinating committee 
should be established on a permanent basis to deal with high-level programme policy issues covering the 
whole range of problems directly or indirectly connected with cancer prevention, control and research; 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General : 
(1) to implement these recommendations and to cooperate with countries for the formulation of national 
cancer policies and programmes as part of their health programming process ； 

(2) to submit a progress report to the Programme Committee of the Executive Board in 1979 ； 

5. INVITES the regional committees to undertake regular reviews of the cancer situation in their regions, 
particularly with the aim of fostering cooperation in combating cancer among countries with comparable 
epidemiological situations and resources. 
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