
WHA9.54 Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy 
The Ninth World Health Assembly, 
Having examined the reports of the Director-General to the seventeenth session of the Executive 

Board 1 and to the Ninth World Health Assembly 2 on the peaceful uses of atomic energy ; and 
Having noted that WHO presently has under way a programme in this field which includes in 

particular : 
(a) conducting courses for the training of public-health personnel ; 
(b) carrying out consultation with other international agencies concerning the development of 
standards ; 
(c) development of a monograph on the medical and health aspects of atomic radiation ; 
(d) planning of seminars and meetings for public-health personnel concerned with this field ; 
(e) the study of public-health problems related to somatic and genetic effects of radiations and to 
radioactive waste disposal, 

1. APPROVES the measures taken by the Director-General, as described in his reports to the Board 1 

and to the Assembly ; 2 

2. APPROVES the provisional plan of action for the near future as described by the Director-General ; 
3. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to collaborate with the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and with the specialized agencies concerned, in particular by participating in the work of the sub-
committee of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination responsible for co-ordinating the activities 
of the United Nations and of the various specialized agencies concerning questions relating to the peaceful 
uses of atomic energy ; 
4 . REQUESTS the Director-General, taking into account the constitutional responsibilities and financial 
possibilities of WHO, to collaborate with and provide all appropriate assistance in the field of health to 
the Advisory Committee on Atomic Energy and the Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radia-
tion as well as to the governments sponsoring the establishment of an International Atomic Energy Agency ; 
5. BELIEVES that WHO should be represented at the meetings of these bodies, and especially at the 
Conference for the establishment of the International Atomic Energy Agency ; and requests the Director-
General to take appropriate steps towards that end ; 
6. REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate to the governments of all Member States a statement 
that the Ninth World Health Assembly is of the opinion that, in every national, bilateral or multilateral 
project concerned with the peaceful use of atomic energy, planning and implementation of such projects 
should be made in close contact with the responsible public-health authorities ; and 
7. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the nineteenth session of the Executive Board and the 
Tenth World Health Assembly. 

Handb. Res., 3rd ed., 1.2.1 Thirteenth plenary meeting, 25 May 1956 (section 1 of 
the fifth report of the Committee on Programme and 
Budget ) 


