
EB29.R44 United Nations Development Decade: General Assembly Resolution 1710 (XVI) 

The Executive Board, 

Having studied the report of the Director-General on resolution 1710 (XVI) of the United Nations 
Genera] Assembly on the United Nations Development Decade, 
1. EXPRESSES its appreciation of the decision of the General Assembly, which reflects the direct relationship 
between economic, social and health factors in the development of the economically less developed countries; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to co-operate with the Secretary-General of the United Nations in 
developing the proposals for the intensification of action in the fields of economic and social development, 
as envisaged in the resolution; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General, in the suggestions which he makes to the Secretary-General, to include 
an expression of the interest of the World Health Organization in the objectives and contents of the programme 
for the United Nations Development Decade,1 particularly as regards 



(a) " Measures to accelerate the elimination of illiteracy, hunger and disease, which seriously affect 
the productivity of the people of the less developed countries;" 
(b) " The need to adopt new measures, and to improve existing measures, for further promoting 
education in general and vocational and technical training in the developing countries with the co-
operation, where appropriate, of the specialized agencies and States which can provide assistance in 
these fields, and for training competent national personnel in the fields of public administration, 
education, engineering, health and agronomy;" 
(c) " The intensification of research and demonstration as well as other efforts to exploit scientific and 
technological potentialities of high promise for accelerating economic and social development;" 
(id) " The need to review facilities for the collection, collation, analysis and dissemination of statistical 
and other information required for charting economic and social development and for providing constant 
measurement of progress towards the objectives of the Decade ; " 
(e) " The ways in which the United Nations can stimulate and support realization of the objectives 
of the Decade through the combined efforts of national and international institutions, both public and 
private; " 

4. RECOMMENDS that, in so far as the health aspects of accelerated economic and social development are 
concerned, governments participate in these programmes, with the assistance of the World Health Organiza-
tion if they so wish, by undertaking a ten-year public health programme with certain specific objectives 
to raise the standards of the health of the peoples, such as: 

(1) the preparation of national plans for the development of public health programmes for the Decade, 
co-ordinating these programmes with other related plans in the social and economic fields; 

(2) to concentrate on the education and training of professional and auxiliary staff for strengthening 
their health services, with specific measurable targets for expanding each category of staff, depending 
on pre-determined needs for each; 

(3) to establish as baselines certain indices of their current health situation wherefrom to gauge the 
degree of realization of certain goals, pre-determined as target figures for the Decade; 

(4) to devote increased national resources to the control of disease and the improvement of health; 

5. URGES agencies and governments which are in a position to provide assistance to developing countries 
to increase the level of assistance provided in the field of health in order to expedite economic and social 
progress. 
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