
EB7.R90 Appointment of an Ad Hoc Committee to examine, before the meeting of the Fourth World Health 
Assembly, the Report of the External Auditor on the Accounts of the Organization for 1950 7 2 

Considering that there will not be a formal session of the Executive Board between the time of the 
receipt of the report of the External Auditor on the accounts of the Organization for the year 1950 and 
the date of the convening of the Fourth World Health Assembly, and 

Considering the requirements that the comments, if any, of the Board on such report be made to 
the Fourth World Health Assembly, 

The Executive Board 
RESOLVES that an ad hoc committee of the Executive Board, consisting of 

Dr. A. L. Bravo 
Dr. J. A. Hôjer 
Lt-Col. M. Jafar 

is authorized to meet one day before the date of the convening of the Fourth World Health Assembly 
to consider the report of the External Auditor on the accounts of the Organization for the year 1950 7 3 

and to submit to the Fourth World Health Assembly on behalf of the Board such comments, if any, 
as it deems necessary. . , , , , , . , _ , ( Adopted at the thirteenth meeting, 1 February 1951 ) 



Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1952 
The full report and the recommendations of the Executive Board on the proposed programme and budget 

estimates for 1952 are published in Official Records No. 33, section I. No formal resolution was passed by 
the Board but the following extract, paragraphs 20-25 inclusive of the full report, give the main recommenda-
tions on this subject. 

20. The Board reviewed various considerations that would influence its recommendation on the size of 
the assessment budget for 1952, including the following (which are not listed in order of importance) : 

(1) the size of the budget necessary to ensure the orderly development of WHO as the directing 
and co-ordinating authority on international health work ; 
(2) the expenditure level in 1950 of $6,300,000 and in 1951 of $6,232,057 (including $82,057 OIHP) ; 
(3) the need for money in the regular budget of WHO to enable it to accept its responsibilities in 
carrying out UNICEF/WHO programmes ; 
(4) the need for a regular budget that would permit increased assistance in training urgently needed 
health personnel ; 
(5) the influence of money received from the United Nations special account for the technical 
assistance funds for carrying out programmes for economic development ; 
(6) the rise in the cost of maintaining the present staff and in the cost of supplies ; 
(7) the concern at the increasing cost of international work expressed in the Fifth Committee of 
the United Nations General Assembly by the representatives of the several Members, which concern 
was embodied in a resolution adopted by the General Assembly at its 314th plenary meeting, 7 4 which 
recommended that the specialized agencies should stabilize their budgets ; 
(8) the substantial increase in some national budgets, which has occurred in the case of several 
Members on account of the current tensions in the world, and the effects of which expenditure may 
in some instances result in improving the current financial position in some parts of the world while 
contributing adversely to the financial position in others ; 
(9) the need for a budget that would allow WHO to continue as an international agency promoting 
health, which is a necessary component to the economic and social advancement of the nations 
of the world ; 
(10) the resolution of the Regional Committee for South-East Asia which indicated that the Director-
General's budget estimates should be increased by 20 % ; 
(11) some difficulty which still exists in collecting contributions from some Members, although the 
situation has improved ; 
(12) the availability of competent personnel ; 
(13) the complications which develop as a result of continuing to assess the inactive Members. 

21. The Board wishes to bring to the notice of the Health Assembly the effect on the scale of assess-
ments of a decision not to assess the inactive Members. The effect of restricting assessment to a smaller 
number of Members would of course be to increase the share of each of the remaining Members. The 
customary basis on which to distribute this increase among the remaining Members would be in proportion 
to their existing assessments. But the position is complicated since by resolution WHA2.68 of the Second 
World Health Assembly it was recognized that the contribution of the largest contributor should not 
exceed one third of the regular expenses for any year and no other Member should contribute more per 
capita than the largest contributor, and it was decided that this principle should be made effective, as 
world economic conditions improve, in gradual stages, starting in 1950. The Third World Health 
Assembly, in resolution WHA3.91, fixed the assessment of the largest contributor for 1951 at 35%. 
A number of Members are thus protected from paying more than their present percentage of the total 
budget and the increased assessments would therefore fall wholly on other Members, and primarily on 
Members with large populations and small per capita incomes. 



22. The Board notes that the proposed programme and budget estimates of the Director-General provide 
for an increase of $2,147,596 as compared to the 1951 expenditure ceiling or working budget. The Board 
further notes that this increase will require an increase in the assessments of active Members of $1,947,852 
if the Health Assembly should decide not to assess the inactive Members in 1952. Having carefully weighed 
the above factors, the Board believes it is in the best interests of the Organization to provide for a more 
limited expansion than is proposed by the Director-General. The Executive Board, therefore, recommends 
to the Health Assembly the adoption of a budget for 1952 which will have the effect of reducing the assess-
ments of active Members by an amount of $701,872 below the assessments of such Members which would 
be required if the Director-General's recommendations were adopted. 
23. The Board noted that the operation of many of the projects of the Organization will be expanded 
with funds provided for technical assistance for economic development. It is realized that these funds have 
restrictions on their use, but they may be used to extend existing programmes or introduce new programmes 
into areas which might not otherwise be served. The Board also noted that the technical staff needed on 
joint UNICEF/WHO projects have, to a large extent, in 1950 and 1951 been financed with funds provided 
by UNICEF. Without such funds these projects could not have been undertaken, since the budgets of the 
Organization for those years did not include provision for these technical personnel. The Director-General 
has included provision in the 1952 regular budget estimates for expenditure of $143,000 and also under 
technical assistance funds 7 5 for all such technical staff for which UNICEF has provided the necessary 
financing. 
24. Taking all the above considerations into account, the Executive Board recommends to the Health 
Assembly that the total assessed budget for 1952 be approximately $8,600,000. Should the Health Assem-
bly decide not to assess certain Members of the Organization in 1952, the assessment budget should be 
$7,200,000 ; the difference in amounts being the assessment of the ten inactive Members of the Organiza-
tion. 
25. The assessed budget will be augmented by $477,782, provided that the Health Assembly adopts the 
proposals set forth in this report. The sum of $477,782 consists of funds received from OIHP, from 
UNRRA, from miscellaneous income, from the assessment of new Members, and from the availability 
of previously allocated funds. 

[Extract from Official Records No. 33], 


