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I. Considering that there is now established a structure of international non-governmental organizations 
in relationship with the World Health Organization, and that this structure has great potential value in 
promoting the worldwide application of the principles of the Constitution of WHO, and in particular in 
promoting informed opinion and active co-operation on the part of the public ; 

Considering that these international non-governmental organizations are already based on active national 
bodies capable of widespread activities ; 

Considering that it is the duty of the World Health Organization to strengthen this structure and 
encourage its greatest possible use, and 

Considering that this co-operative relationship should become active and operative, 
The Executive Board 

1. CALLS UPON the international non-governmental organizations in official relationship with the World 
Health Organization to intensify their efforts in promoting the worldwide application of the principles of the 
Constitution, and in particular to stimulate the formation of national bodies in their particular fields in 
countries where these do not already exist, and 
2. REQUESTS the Director-General to make full use of the facilities available to these international non-
governmental organizations when implementing the programme of the World Health Organization. 
II. Considering that the non-governmental organizations have an important part to play in the field of 
health, and that it is desirable that there should be a reasonably uniform pattern for such organizations ; 

Considering that several non-governmental organizations are in process of altering their constitutions, 
and that other organizations which may be intending to apply for relationship with the World Health 
Organization would benefit by guidance from WHO on this point ; 

Believing that the non-governmental organizations will find this guidance helpful, 
The Executive Board 

1. RECOMMENDS that normally an international non-governmental organization should consist of the inter-
national federation of affiliated national bodies in a specific field ; 
2. REQUESTS the Director-General to encourage, as far as possible, non-governmental organizations to 
conform to such a pattern, and 
3. INSTRUCTS the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to take these recommendations 
into account when considering or reviewing applications for official relationship. 

(Adopted at the fourth meeting, 5 June 1950) 


