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Collaboration within the United Nations system
and with other intergovernmental organizations

Health of children and adolescents

The Fifty-first World Health Assembly,

Guided by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

Stressing the importance of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which inter alia recognizes the
child’s and adolescent’s right to the highest attainable standard of health and access to health care;

Recalling resolutions WHA45.22 and WHA42.41 on child’s and adolescent’s health, as well as resolution
1998/76 of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights;

Reaffirming WHO’s commitment to implement the relevant recommendations and commitments adopted
by the World Summit for Children (1990), the International Conference on Nutrition (1992), the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development (1992), the World Conference on Human Rights (1993), the
International Conference on Population and Development (1994), the World Summit for Social Development
(1995), the Fourth World Conference on Women (1995) and the World Food Summit (1996);

Recognizing that the health of children and adolescents constitutes a critical element for the health of future
generations and for health and human development in general;

Taking note with appreciation of the significant progress which has been achieved in the implementation
of the decade goals of the World Summit for Children (1990);  aware, however, that child and infant mortality
and morbidity as well as the extent of health problems of adolescents are still unacceptably high in many parts
of the world;

Stressing the special health needs of young children, particularly those in developing countries, and
adolescents worldwide;

Underlining the need for mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies and programmes relating to
children and adolescents,

1. URGES the Director-General:

(1) to give high priority to improving child’s and adolescent’s health across all relevant WHO
programmes as an essential contribution to reaching the highest attainable level of health for all;
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(2) to contribute to the collective efforts of the international community to promote the effective
implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child by the States Parties and to strengthen WHO’s
cooperation within the United Nations system on global, regional and country level, in particular with
UNICEF, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, UNFPA, UNDP, ILO, other relevant bodies and organizations
of the United Nations system, and with regional organizations, intergovernmental and nongovernmental
organizations and institutions;

(3) to strengthen further WHO’s cooperation with the Committee on the Rights of the Child and to
collaborate with Member States, at their request, in preparing the relevant parts of reports to the Committee
on the Rights of the Child and implementing its recommendations;

(4) to bring to the attention of States and relevant parts of the United Nations system, in particular the
Commission on Human Rights, concern over health problems affecting the rights of children and
adolescents;

2. CALLS UPON all Member States to undertake all appropriate measures to pursue the full implementation
of the child’s and adolescent’s right to the highest attainable standard of health and access to health services;

3. APPEALS to States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child to include information on health
and health services in their reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child and to take into account the
recommendations made by the Committee in the implementation of the relevant provisions of the Convention.
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