
 
 WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL NEGOTIATING BODY A/FCTC/INB4/4
ON THE WHO FRAMEWORK CONVENTION 13 February 2002
ON TOBACCO CONTROL 
Fourth session 
Provisional agenda item 3  

 

Activities since the third session 

Progress report 

 

TECHNICAL WORK ON ECONOMICS AND TOBACCO CONTROL 

1. The United Nations Ad Hoc Interagency Task Force on Tobacco Control, during its third 
session (8 December 2000) agreed that WHO, as the Chair of the Task Force, would organize, in 
conjunction with the fourth session of the Task Force, a meeting on tobacco-control issues such as 
employment, smuggling and privatization. The objective of the ensuing International Meeting on 
Economic, Social and Health Issues in Tobacco Control (Kobe, Japan, 3 and 4 December 2001) was to 
discuss the employment implications of tobacco control in the agricultural and manufacturing sectors. 
Matters relating to contraband tobacco products and its effect on human health, privatization and 
tobacco were also discussed, and a team of international experts reviewed work by Task Force 
partners on tobacco control. This work included an FAO study on the implications for the agricultural 
sector, with case studies on projections for the tobacco economy by 2010 covering levels of 
production, consumption and trade; the ILO work on manufacturing employment and safe work 
practices, employment trends in and prospects for the world tobacco industry, smoking in the 
workplace and the bidi industry in India; and the World Bank and WHO work on the impact of 
privatization on tobacco and public health, contraband tobacco products and the indirect effects of 
tobacco smuggling on public health, and case studies on employment issues in tobacco manufacturing. 
A technical report is being produced that will guide further work on employment, agricultural issues, 
tobacco and health. 

2. The meeting also provided a forum for similar review of work by partners in the United Nations 
system on, in particular, supply-side issues. The output from the meeting will be reflected in the 
United Nations Secretary-General’s report on the activities of the Task Force to the substantive session 
of the United Nations Economic and Social Council in July 2002. 

UNITED NATIONS AD HOC INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE ON TOBACCO 
CONTROL 

3. The fourth session of the Task Force on Tobacco Control (Kobe, Japan, 5 December 2001) was 
attended by representatives of the United Nations Economic and Social Council, UNDCP,  UNICEF, 
FAO, ILO, UNEP, WHO, the World Bank and the World Customs Organization who considered  
progress in implementing multisectoral collaboration on tobacco-related issues by the various bodies 
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and agencies of the United Nations system and the input to the Secretary-General’s report (see 
paragraph 2). Review of activities showed that considerable progress is being made. The meeting 
concluded that tobacco control should be made a priority in the work of United Nations bodies and 
agencies. It was agreed that more action will be needed to implement smoke-free policies in United 
Nations buildings. 

CAPACITY BUILDING 

4. An information kit on tobacco-control legislative interventions is being put together, in order to 
support Member States in that area. This tool kit will cover issues such as comparative legal systems, 
various legislative mechanisms for advancing tobacco control, and limitations on these legal actions; 
ethical and human rights-based limitations to legislation and restrictions imposed by domestic 
constitutions and international treaties; and analysis of legal enforcement mechanisms for tobacco 
control, including fines, injunctions and criminal penalties. It will also contain background 
information on elements of comprehensive tobacco-control strategies, tobacco-control options, case 
studies of existing legislative interventions in selected countries, and information on the process of 
development, enactment and enforcement of tobacco-control laws. 

5. Under the Global Health Leadership for the 21st Century project case studies were 
commissioned on strengthening the enactment, enforcement and evaluation of tobacco-control 
legislation. The output will complement the tool kit in facilitating WHO training in Member States in 
order to build capabilities for tobacco control. 

TOBACCO-POLICY ANALYSIS AND COMMUNICATION ACTIVITIES 

6. The content of all submissions to the public hearings on the WHO framework convention on 
tobacco control has been analysed, and the results will be released during the fourth session of the 
Intergovernmental Negotiating Body. On 31 January 2002, the University of California, San 
Francisco, launched the Legacy Tobacco Documents Library, the biggest on-line site for tobacco-
industry documents made available after the litigation against tobacco companies in Minnesota 
(United States of America), and to which WHO contributed technical advice. WHO will help publicize 
the website and will demonstrate it to delegates during the forthcoming session and thereafter to 
Member States on request. WHO is continuing discussions to designate the University of California, 
San Francisco, which has been monitoring the tobacco industry, with case studies from countries, as a 
collaborating centre. 

7. In accordance with resolution WHA54.18 on transparency in tobacco control process, WHO is 
currently working to undertake extensive research on the negative impact of the activities of certain 
tobacco corporations on public health and tobacco control in over 15 countries. In addition, a research 
and education project with the University of California, San Francisco, has led to country studies at the 
request of individual Member States. Monthly monitoring of the media has begun in order to collect 
reported information on tobacco-industry activities. With meagre resources, nongovernmental 
organizations have done much to sustain public momentum for international tobacco-control 
regulation. 

8. WHO’s “Tobacco Kills – Don’t be Duped” global media campaign aims to enlighten the public 
about tobacco, expose the tobacco industry’s assault on public health, and push for local tobacco 
control measures, with focused activities undertaken by committed “change agents” in over 20 
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countries. The campaign takes into consideration specific local factors, including legislation, smoking 
trends, research, public health activities and the activities of tobacco companies to garner support 
everywhere, and is proving to be effective. Deaths due to tobacco use are not tolerated by consumers 
who use tobacco products without fully knowing the risks; by people who develop deadly tobacco-
related diseases; by parents whose children are taken in by deceptive marketing; by families who have 
to cope with the illness and death of their loved ones; and by governments that have to cope with 
rising health-care costs and loss of productive lives. The challenge is “channelling the outrage” into 
policy action that will improve people’s health and lives, and a WHO project with that title will 
enhance the cultural and social authority of public health. 

9. February this year marked the first major tobacco-free sports events: the 2002 Olympic Winter 
and Paralympic Games at Salt Lake City (United States of America). This achievement should guide 
all countries individually to implement tobacco-free sports events. WHO is looking forward to a 
successful tobacco-free 2002 FIFA World Cup in Japan and the Republic of Korea this May. 

REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 

10. The Government of India is hosting the South-East Asian Intercountry Meeting on the 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in Jaipur, India (13-15 February 2002). Delegates will 
review the current Co-Chairs’ working papers in preparation for the fourth session of the 
Intergovernmental Negotiating Body. 

11. The main objective of the WHO European Ministerial Conference for a Tobacco-free Europe 
(Warsaw, 18 and 19 February, 2002) will be to strengthen political support for the next European 
action plan on tobacco control and for the WHO framework convention on tobacco control. 

12. In the African Region, the Ministry of Health of Zambia held a national consensus-building 
workshop on the WHO framework convention on tobacco control (Siavonga, Zambia, 3-8 February 
2002) in order to bring stakeholders together, reach agreement on the framework convention and 
discuss the progress of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body. The meeting will help stakeholders to 
prepare for interpretation of the framework convention and to formulate future implementation 
strategies. 

13. At an intersessional meeting of the Member States of the African Region on the WHO 
framework convention on tobacco control, (Abidjan, 26 February - 1 March 2002), hosted by the 
Ministry of Health of Côte d’Ivoire, participants will discuss their negotiating position in time for the 
fourth session of the Negotiating Body. 

14. At a consultation of Member States of the Eastern Mediterranean Region on the WHO 
framework convention of tobacco control (Cairo, 2-4 March 2002) participants will discuss and 
consolidate their position in preparation for the fourth session of the Negotiating Body. 

15. The Ministry of Health of Malaysia will host an intersessional consultation on the WHO  
framework convention on tobacco control (Penang, Malaysia, 4-6 March 2002), which will be 
attended by Member States of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN). The meeting 
will discuss the position of countries of the Western Pacific Region on the framework convention and 
related matters concerning the ASEAN Free Trade Area. 
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16. The Government of Peru will host the Americas Region Intercountry Meeting on the 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in Lima (6 and 7 March 2002) for delegates of Member 
States in the Caribbean and Latin America. The consultation will discuss the Co-Chairs’ working 
papers and prepare for the fourth session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body. 
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