
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

SECOND MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP A/FCTC/WG2/1 Add.1
ON THE WHO FRAMEWORK CONVENTION 14 February 2000
ON TOBACCO CONTROL
Geneva, Switzerland
27-29 March 2000
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The second meeting of the working group on the WHO framework
convention on tobacco control (hereafter referred to as the working group)
will be held at the Centre International de Conférences de Genève, Geneva,
from 27 to 29 March 2000. Working hours are from 9:30 to 12:30 and from
14:30 to 17:30. Interpretation will be provided in all official languages.

Documents for the meeting will be dispatched as soon as available. As from
1 March 2000 they can be accessed on Internet through the WHO website
(http://www.who.int) under the button “Governance”.

1. Opening of the meeting by Dr K. Leppo, Chairman

The meeting will be opened by Dr K. Leppo, Chairman of the working group, at 9:30 on
Monday, 27 March, in Salle CICG 1 at the Centre International de Conférences de Genève. The
Chairman will also provide an overview of the method of work of the working group.

2. Adoption of the agenda and timetable (Document A/FCTC/WG2/1)

The provisional agenda and timetable are submitted for adoption.

3. Summary report from the 105th session of the WHO Executive Board

The Chairman will report on the discussions on the framework convention during the 105th
session of the WHO Executive Board. Pursuant to resolution WHA52.18 the working group
submitted a report on progress (document EB105/11) to the Executive Board at its 105th
session.

4. Secretariat update on progress since the first meeting of the working group (Document
A/FCTC/WG2/2)

The secretariat will provide a progress report to the working group on both regional and global
activities related to the framework convention. In particular, the recommendations made during
the following global conferences set out below will be summarized.

• WHO International Conference on Tobacco and Health, “Making a difference in tobacco and
health – avoiding the tobacco epidemic in women and youth”, Kobe, Japan, 14-18 November
1999.
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• WHO International Conference on Global Tobacco Control Law, “Towards a WHO
framework convention on tobacco control”, New Delhi, India, 7-9 January 2000.

• “Advancing knowledge on regulating tobacco products”, Oslo, Norway, 9-11 February 2000.

5. Further elaboration of the proposed draft elements of the framework convention on
tobacco control (Document A/FCTC/WG2/3)

In the first meeting of the working group the secretariat was asked to prepare, in close
collaboration with the bureau of the working group, a further elaboration of the proposed draft
elements of the framework convention and a draft text, indicating where general agreement was
reached and including possible options. In so doing, the comments and suggestions made by the
working group have been taken into consideration.

Document A/FCTC/WG2/3 sets forth text of possible draft elements of the framework
convention for discussion under this agenda item.

Draft texts are provided for each of six proposed elements of the framework convention:
I. Preamble, definitions, objective, guiding principles; II. Obligations; III. Institutions;
IV. Implementation mechanisms; V. Law-making procedures; VI. Final clauses. Based on
discussions in and the report of the first meeting of the working group (document
A/FCTC/WG1/7), specific obligations relating to testing and measurement standards, package
design and labelling, and full disclosure of tobacco product contents (including additives) have
been included as possible obligations in the framework convention.

6. Possible subjects of initial protocols (Document A/FCTC/WG2/4)

At the first meeting of the working group the secretariat was also requested to prepare a further
elaboration of possible protocols to the framework convention. The resulting document
A/FCTC/WG2/4, for consideration at the second meeting of the working group, proposes
technical components of a protocol for the elimination of smuggling, an advertising protocol,
and a protocol on the treatment of tobacco dependence.

The document outlines the technical rationale and possible technical content/obligations for
these three protocol subjects. It should be stressed that this document is not intended to
represent a draft or comprehensive text of any specific protocol, but rather is intended to
catalyse discussion on the technical/public health content of three possible protocol subjects.

7. Approval of the draft report to be submitted to the Fifty-third World Health Assembly

Pursuant to the reporting obligations set out in resolution WHA52.18, the working group is
required to prepare proposed draft elements of the WHO framework convention, and to
complete its work and submit a report to the Fifty-third World Health Assembly. The
Rapporteurs, under the guidance of the Chairman, will draft a report for consideration by the
working group before the close of the meeting.

8. Closure of the meeting

Closing remarks by the Chairman of the working group.
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