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TIMOR-LESTE

Timor-Leste has achieved significant 
progress in reducing its malaria burden 
in recent years, and the country is on 
the cusp of elimination.  
Its recently-adopted National Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination 2017-2021 was developed with 

the goal of interrupting indigenous malaria transmission by the end of 2021 and achieving WHO 

certification in 2023. The country’s elimination plan is focused on universal access to early diagnosis 

and prompt treatment, and a robust approach to malaria prevention and surveillance. In support of 

this initiative, the Government of Timor-Leste is focused on establishing and facilitating cross-border 

collaboration as the majority of cases reported in 2016 originated from Oecusse region, an exclave 

located in Indonesia’s West Timor. The first meeting between the two countries was held in January 

2017 under the banner of achieving malaria elimination on the island of Timor. For Timor-Leste, the 

aim is clear: bring indigenous malaria transmission to zero and prevent re-establishment.

36
 indigenous malaria cases 

in 2017 1

13
 imported malaria cases

 in 2017

0
 malaria deaths 

since 2015

1. Number of indigenous malaria cases was estimated from national reports with adjustments for 
completeness of reporting and the extent of health-service use.
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MALARIA IMPACT
number of indigenous malaria cases 2010-2017

KEEPING ON COURSE
Timor-Leste will need to:

Enhance cross-border collaboration with West Timor (Indonesia) to intensify active case 
detection, treatment and surveillance, particularly for migrant labourers, inhabitants of Oecusse 
and other at-risk groups.

Follow through with plans to ensure rapid diagnostic tests and/or microscopy facilities for 
detecting and treating malaria are available at all health care institutions in both public and 
private sectors and community-based organizations. 

Quickly switch to a real-time web-based surveillance system – from the current paper-based 
approach – to accelerate towards elimination.

Maintain political momentum for elimination by establishing the already-agreed upon National 
Task Force on Malaria Elimination, under the auspices of the Prime Minister of Timor-Leste.

Mobilize domestic and international financial resources to achieve elimination and sustain it.

TIMOR-LESTE

Populations at greater risk: 
Inhabitants in the east-west Timor 
border region and travellers to 
nearby Indonesian islands with high 
levels of malaria transmission 

Dominant malaria species: 
Plasmodium vivax (53%)

Number of areas (foci) with active malaria 
transmission: 17

Number of people at risk of malaria in  
these areas: 146 648

AT A GLANCE
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 Source: World malaria report 2018
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