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SOUTH AFRICA

In 2017, South Africa experienced a setback in 
its efforts to eliminate malaria with more than  
22 500 cases of indigenous malaria transmission;  
four times the number reported in 2016.
Seasonal outbreaks in Limpopo and Mpumalanga provinces in 2017 spotlight the need for greater 

investments in surveillance and increased coverage of core malaria prevention tools – like long-lasting 

insecticidal nets and indoor residual spraying – in these malaria-endemic areas. Imported malaria 

is another concern, with more than 6000 cases reported in 2017. However, the government remains 

optimistic towards reaching its elimination goal. Cases and deaths have fallen substantially since the 

early 2000s, highlighting the overall effectiveness of the country’s national malaria control programme 

and its focus on reducing malaria burden in the provinces where the disease has been most prevalent. 

Much of South Africa’s success in reducing its malaria burden over the years can be attributed to strong 

cross-border collaboration, including with Mozambique and Eswatini. In view of the country’s upsurge in 

indigenous and imported malaria cases, it is clear that reinforcing this regional approach will be critical 

to eliminating malaria among the three elimination countries in southern Africa: Botswana, South Africa 

and Eswatini.

22 517 
 indigenous malaria cases 

in 2017

6234 
 imported malaria cases

 in 2017

301
 malaria deaths 

in 2017
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MALARIA IMPACT
number of indigenous malaria cases 2010-2017

GETTING BACK ON COURSE
South Africa will need to:

Revise its national malaria elimination strategy, which expires at the end of 2018. The current 
plan will need to build on progress and realign efforts to address gaps in vector control and 
surveillance. 

Emphasize the importance of real-time community-level data paired with detailed stratification 
to better target resources and enhance programme delivery and efficiency.

Increase public awareness and behavior communication campaigns to reach high-risk 
populations such as travelers and migrants.

Scale up funding for the forthcoming malaria elimination strategy.

SOUTH AFRICA

Populations at greater risk: 
Inhabitants of Limpopo and  
Mpumalanga provinces, especially 
in areas bordering Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe

Dominant malaria species: 
Plasmodium falciparum (100%)

Number of areas (foci) with active malaria 
transmission: not provided

Number of people at risk in these areas: 
795 000
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Source: World malaria report 2018
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