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After experiencing a steep decline in its 
malaria burden, reaching 242 cases in 2014 
– the lowest ever recorded – Ecuador is 
experiencing a resurgence of the disease, 
with 1275 indigenous cases in 2017.
Malarious zones within Ecuador are mainly concentrated in a few provinces along the Amazon 

border with Peru and in the northwest coastal region bordering Colombia. Ecuador continues to make 

advances in surveillance, with the programme focusing on strengthening diagnosis, treatment and 

follow-up; in 2012, Ecuador received a Malaria Champions Award, presented by the Pan American 

Health Organization, for significantly reducing malaria incidence and focusing on eliminating indigenous 

transmission where possible. However, Ecuador will now need to step up malaria surveillance activities 

and prevention, diagnostic and treatment services to reach indigenous populations in Esmeraldas 

Province and the Amazonas region. Imported cases also remain a concern with sharp increases in the 

last three years, signaling the need for greater cooperation with neighbouring countries.
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Populations at greater risk: 
Inhabitants of rural communities along 
the north-western coast in Esmeraldas 
Province, and indigenous peoples in 
the Amazon rainforest 

Dominant malaria species: 
Plasmodium vivax (72%) concentrated 
in the Amazon; P. falciparum (28%) 
concentrated along the coast

Number of areas (foci) with active malaria 
transmission: 25

Number of people at risk of malaria in  
these areas: 285 000

AT A GLANCE

MALARIA IMPACT
number of indigenous malaria cases 2010-2017

GETTING BACK ON COURSE
Ecuador will need to:

Strengthen surveillance and provide universal coverage of prompt diagnosis and treatment 
services, as well as core prevention tools for mobile populations and hard-to-reach indigenous 
communities, taking into consideration the context of the different areas. 

Increase investments to ensure sustainability of elimination efforts, according to the national 
elimination strategic plan. In the short-term, an infusion of funding will be required to intensify 
activities.

Heighten cross-border collaboration to improve surveillance and to coordinate control and 
elimination efforts in the border areas with Peru and Colombia.
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Source: World malaria report 2018
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