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CHINA

In 2017, China reported, for the first time, 
zero cases of indigenous malaria, down 
from nearly 5000 cases in 2010.
This milestone represents an important phase in the country’s malaria elimination programme, 

as activities intensify to maintain zero indigenous transmission of the disease. While indigenous 

malaria has been eliminated from most of China, a few zones remain at risk in the border regions 

of southern Yunnan Province. The area’s remoteness and the nomadic lifestyle of many ethnic 

communities pose challenges in providing health services. Imported cases remain of high concern, 

originating mostly from Chinese nationals returning from sub-Saharan Africa and migrant workers 

in the Greater Mekong Subregion. Through engagement and leadership in regional malaria 

elimination initiatives, China has highlighted the importance of malaria control in neighbouring 

malaria-endemic countries, such as Myanmar. Building on its 2017 milestone of zero indigenous 

cases, and backed by strong national commitment, China is on solid footing to be certified 

malaria-free in the coming years.
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3 induced malaria cases in 2017

local malaria deaths 
 since 2013

7 deaths due to imported malaria in 2017
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MALARIA IMPACT
number of indigenous malaria cases 2010-2017

KEEPING ON COURSE
China will need to:

Continue to focus on tracking at-risks zones, such as Yunnan Province, and travellers from 
malaria-endemic countries.

Ensure personnel at ports of entry/exit and international health clinics receive malaria 
prevention and treatment knowledge and training, and that they are also informed on the 
country’s elimination efforts. 

Maintain a high-level of political and technical engagement in regional malaria control and 
elimination initiatives.
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Populations at greater risk: 
Inhabitants of the southern border 
areas of Yunnan Province near 
Myanmar

Dominant malaria species prior to 
reaching zero indigenous cases: 
Plasmodium vivax (100%)

Number of areas (foci) with active malaria 
transmission: not applicable

Number of people at risk of malaria in  
these areas: not applicable

AT A GLANCE

Source: World malaria report 2018
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