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ALGERIA

With three consecutive years of zero 
indigenous malaria cases since 2014,  
Algeria kick-started the WHO certification 
process in 2017.
In early 2017, Algeria’s Ministry of Health established a national malaria certification committee 

(“Comité national de certification du paludisme”) to guide the country’s elimination certification 

process. The committee is equally entrusted with overseeing efforts to prevent re-establishment 

of transmission and maintain robust surveillance systems. These aspects are critical to sustain the 

progress achieved as importation from neighbouring countries remains a significant threat. In 2017, 

446 imported cases of malaria were reported, with the majority of cases in the southern regions 

of the country where Algeria shares borders with two countries that have high levels of malaria 

disease burden, Mali and Niger. By early 2019, Algeria could become the first country in the WHO 

African Region to be declared malaria-free.
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MALARIA IMPACT
number of indigenous malaria cases 2010-2017

KEEPING ON COURSE
Algeria will need to:

Allocate adequate human resources to continue driving forward its country-led and country-
owned elimination certification process.

Ensure sustainability of its programme to prevent re-establishment of malaria transmission by 
providing sufficient financial resources and committing national malaria experts and services 
delivery personnel to the effort.

Keep malaria surveillance and response systems robust and up to date to prevent outbreaks 
and reduce the risk of re-establishment.

Complete the WHO requirements for certification of malaria-free status.

ALGERIA

Populations at greater risk: 
Inhabitants in the southern region 
bordering the malaria-endemic 
countries Mali and Niger, and along  
the trans-Saharan migration route

Dominant malaria species prior to 
reaching zero indigenous cases: 
Mixed Plasmodium falciparum  
& P. vivax

Number of areas (foci) with active malaria 
transmission: not applicable

Number of people at risk of malaria in  
these areas: not applicable

AT A GLANCE
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