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The last three decades have seen great
advances in the development of compre-
hensive and operational classification
systems for mental disorders. Today, these
advances are embodied in the International
Classification of Diseases (1) and the
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders (2). These advances in nosology
and classification have fostered interest in the
epidemiology of these disorders and as a
result two major assessment instruments
have been developed: the Composite
International Diagnostic Interview (CIDI)
(3) and the Structured Clinical Assessments
for Neuropsychiatry (SCAN) (4).

While the CIDI is a fully structured
non-clinical interview designed for use in
general population surveys or other designs
where clinical ratings are not practical, the
SCAN is a semi-structured clinical interview.
Both interviews are designed to assess the
major mental disorders including unipolar
depression, bipolar disorder, panic disorder,
social phobia and alcohol and drug
dependence.

To facilitate the distribution of
information related to these assessments,
WHO has developed a web site for
each instrument. The CIDI web site
(http://www.who.int/msa/cidi/) includes
an introduction to the instrument and
specific information on:
. training centres, which includes full

contact information and a list of
scheduled training sessions;

. the CIDI assessment and all
related material including interviewer
and training manuals, data entry software
and scoring algorithms, and translations
of these materials;

. persons to contact for more information;

. publications covering the psychometric
properties of the instrument;

. related sites.

The opening page contains a one-paragraph
introduction to the instrument, a button bar
that allows users to follow links to a specific
area of interest, and a hyperlinked listing of
the most recent updates and additions to the
site, which includes dates showing when the
information was posted.

The CIDI logo and uniform layout are
features which clearly identify pages within
this web site. In addition, all information is
organized so that users can find what they
need quickly, without having to read several
paragraphs of text or follow more than two
links to reach their destination. For example,
the CIDI instrument and related material
(http://www.who.int/msa/cidi/download
CIDI.htm) can be reached directly from the
opening page. At the CIDI instrument page,
a grid is displayed with the list of materials
running down the left margin and various
language translations of these materials listed
in columns across the page. A clear
instruction at the top of the page indicates
that translated material which is not listed
can be obtained from the respective CIDI
Training and Translation Centres, with this
text serving as a hyperlink to that
information.

Material listed in the CIDI web site is
available in Adobe Acrobat format or as
self-extracting executable software making it
possible for users to immediately print or
download material. However, not all material
is freely available to the site visitor. Because
the site also serves as a distribution point for
the CIDI Training and Translation centres,
some materials are password protected and
can only be obtained from the training
centres after the successful completion
of a training course.

Although currently under development,
the SCAN site (http://www.who.int/msa/
scan/) already reflects the experience gained
from development of its partner web site
with a well organized, clear and uncluttered
opening page, uniform layout, and imme-
diate access to material in either Adobe
Acrobat format or as self-extracting
executable software.

The CIDI and SCAN web sites are
intended to facilitate the use and distribution
of these assessment instruments. They are
targeted both at professionals who want to
learn more about these instruments and at
those who are familiar with them but want to
keep pace with the rapid progress being made
in developing new formats and versions of
these assessments. n
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