
APPENDIX 3

NOTE ON GOLDFARB'S STUDY OF SOCLAL ADJUSTMENT IN RELATION
TO AGE OF ENTRY TO AN INSTITUTION

Goldfarb 67 bases his views on the importance of deprivation in the
first year of life on an interesting study carried out with his usual care.
He took for his sample children aged 12 years and over (average age about
14) who had been in an institution for varying periods of time during
their first three years of life. All these children were then assessed by
case-workers for their present social adjustment. Omitting those of uncertain
adjustment, he selected 15 pairs of children matched for age and sex, half
of whom were socially well-adjusted and the other half severe problems.
The majority had been consistent in their behaviour ever since being
placed. Goldfarb then demonstrates that the differences in these children's
behaviour cannot be accounted for by their heredity, or by the attitude
of their parents or of their foster-parents. On the other hand, there was
a significant difference between the groups in respect of the age of admission
to the institution, the mean age of the well-adjusted being 10.9 months
and that of the badly adjusted 5.8 months (P lies between 0.02 and 0.05).

Though the general importance of these figures is clear, it is unfortunate
that Goldfarb has not given us his data in more detail since it is not easy
to be certain of their precise significance. It does not appear that Goldfarb's
own conclusion-that " the lasting importance of the first half year in the
child's life is strikingly indicated "-is warranted, because the badly adjusted
group were not in the institution for much of their first half year of life,
the average age of entry being all but six months. No conclusions regarding
the first half-year are therefore possible. The legitimate and very important
conclusion appears to be that deprivation in the second half-year of the
child's life has more far-reaching consequences than deprivation occurring
later.
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