
APPENDIX 4

NOTE ON STATISTICS REGARDING CAUSES OF CHILDREN
BEING TAKEN INTO CARE AWAY FROM HOME

The figures quoted in chapter 8 are based on seven studies from three
different countries which happened to be readily available. It is not known
how representative they are of the countries concerned and they are used
here merely as pointers.

United Kingdom
(i) 1,195 children in the care of three county authorities in England,

representing urban, semi-urban, and rural communities. Date 1945.
Reported by Brockington.29

(ii) 346 children from 234 families in the care of a large voluntary
agency (Dr. Barnardo's Homes). These cases are stated to represent
about 10% of the 2,000 admissions to the Home between January 1937
and January 1940. Reported in The neglected child and his family.'10

(iii) 500 children admitted to the care of another voluntary agency
(National Children's Homes) in the years 1940-1941. Reported in the
annual report for 1948.109

(iv) 51 children in the care of 12 different homes comprising all types
of institution existing in Britain in 1946. Reported by Bodman et al.24

Unifed States of America
(i) About 500 requests for help to a large private agency in New York

in the year 1949 (not published).
(ii) 209 children discharged from foster-home care by the Maryland

Children's Aid Society in 1940-1942.100

Sweden
73 children in the care of six homes, two long-term and four short-term,

about 1946-1947. Reported by Thysell.140
Unfortunately the form in which the data are given is very varied.

Often the state of the natural home group is not given explicitly, though
in some instances it can be deduced. The underlying reasons for neglect,
etc., are never shown, nor is any attention given to reasons for relatives
being unable to act as substitutes.
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The figures given in table XXI are believed to be tolerably accurate
translations into a common form of the raw figures. Although in certain
cases more information was available under the heading 'Natural home group
not functioning effectively ', it is not sufficiently detailed to be useful and has
therefore been omitted.

TABLE XXI. CAUSES OF CHILDREN BEING DEPRIVED OF A NORMAL HOME LIFE

Country Sweden United States United Kingdomot America

New York Mln Brocking- Dr. Br- National BodmanInvestigation Thysell agency Mt oone eon nardos Children's at aC .
Hms Homes

Number of children 73 500 209 1,195 346 500 52

Approximate date 1946; 1949 1942 1945 1937- 1940- 19461947 1940 1941

(a) Natural home
group never es-
tablished:
illegitimacy 25 9 16 10 40 27 25

(b) Natural home
group not func-
tioning effectively:

poverty or neglect
by parents 40 4 16 60.5 31 (20)

maladjustment of
child 3 26 18 0.5 _ (5) -

(c) Natural home
group broken up
death of oneI
parent 757 (56) 25
death of both 1(5) 5
parents 1 3 (

physical illness of
parent 23 6 40 - 59 2
mental illness of 25parent 6 9 25

desertijon, separa- 5 21 10 23
tion, divorce

(d) Others and un-
known 3 22 10 -

100 100 100 100 * * 100

* Figures for these groups cannot be analysed so that the percentages total 100.

The great differences in these figures are due partly to a lack of uni-
formity in their presentation but probably more to real differences in the
samples reflecting, almost certainly, radical differences in policy of admis-
sion. For instance, much will depend on whether aid is given to widows
or relatives to help them care for children at home or whether all such
children are collected and put in an orphanage.

12



J. BOWLBY

One difficulty in the tabulations on this subject in existing publications
is that data describing the present state of the home, e.g., neglect, cruelty,
poverty, etc., are mixed up with more basic data referring to the state and
capacity of parents. These are of course largely independent variables
-neglect and poverty can characterize the home of an unmarried mother,
a widow, and of parents living together. For this reason two main groups
of data referring to the home are needed:

(1) Data referring to the presence or otherwise of an emergency
situation requiring action.

(2) Data referring to the state of the natural home group.
Certain items, such as ' hospitalization of mother ' would appear in

both categories (1) and (2) ; others, such as ' neglect ' or ' mental
instability of father', would appear in only one (neglect in (1), instability
in (2)).

In addition to these two groups, there are needed:
(3) Data referring to the availability or otherwise of aid from relatives.
The following is a rough draft of headings under each of these three

main variables:
(1) Emergency situation

Mother dead
Mother in hospital
Mother in prison
Mother deserted
Immorality in home
Cruelty
Gross neglect
Family without house
Children found wandering or abandoned
No emergency

(2) State of natural home group
(a) Presence and capacity of father

present and effective
present but incapacitated by

physical ill-health
mental ill-health
instability of character
mental defect

absent on account of:
not being married to mother
death
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hospitalization (physical)
hospitalization (mental)
mental defective colony
prison
desertion, separation, divorce
employment elsewhere

(b) Presence and capacity of mother
as for father, substituting ' full-time employment' for
' employment elsewhere'

(3) Availability of aid from relatives
available from...
not available because of:

relatives dead, aged, or ill
relatives living far away
relatives unable to help for economic reasons
relatives unwilling to help
parents never had relatives

Only if data are given with this degree of detail can the problems to be
faced be understood and effective measures be devised for meeting them.
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