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of the deficiencies in the recording of vital statistics and is taking action to
bring about an improvement. The Ministry of Health has made a number
of proposals to this end, among them that the registration of births and
deaths should be carried out in future by the Central Office of Statistics
rather than by the Ministry of Health, and that better-trained staff and
better office equipment should be provided.

SUMMARY REPORT
OF THE INDIAN VITAL STATISTICS COMMITTEE *

In 1948, a committee on Indian vital statistics was appointed for the
purpose of reviewing the existing forms for vital statistics returns so as to
ensure uniformity in the collection of data and simplicity in the mainten-
ance of records. The committee observed that Indian vital statistics suffered
from two major types of defects: (a) quantitative, resulting from the large
numbers of omissions in the registration of births, deaths, and notifiable
diseases ; and (b) qualitative, arising from incorrectness in the recording
of age, cause of death, etc.

The existing system for the registration of vital statistics in rural areas
was reviewed, and the committee was guided in its work by the recommen-
dations and observations made by the Health Survey and Development
Committee of the Government of India, which had published a com-
prehensive report discussing mainly the development of health work and,
in this connexion, making specific recommendations for the improvement
of Indian vital statistics.

The registration of Indian vital statistics has been the responsibility
of the Health Departments both at the central and at the provincial or
State levels. At the periphery, such agencies as police and revenue have
participated in recording data directly reported from the villages.

The committee recommended simple forms to be used by the village
reporting agencies and specified the particulars that should be recorded in
respect of births, stillbirths, and deaths. A simple classification of causes
of death was suggested.

The main recommendation of the Indian Vital Statistics Committee
was that in those areas where, in pursuance of the recommendations of the
Health Survey and Development Committee, health services were to be
considerably expanded, the work of registration of vital and health statistics
at the local level should be undertaken by the expanded health staff, sanitary
inspectors, midwives, etc.

* This is a summary of the report of the Indian Vital Statistics Committee appointed by the Second
Health Ministers' Conference, held in Delhi in August 1948.



NOTES AND REPORTS

For the remaining areas, the committee agreed that improvement of
Indian vital statistics might proceed by the establishment of separate
district and provincial statistics offices by which both vital statistics and
population data could be collected and demographic studies carried out.

It was felt that ultimately the whole country should be served with
separate vital statistics offices, with a separate staff engaged in the collection
and compilation of data. Until that was achieved-and the committee
anticipated only slow progress in the fulfilment of this plan-it was recom-
mended that the development of statistical work should be activated through
the expanded health staff in different areas.

In order that the collection and compilation be properly organized and
supervised, the committee made recommendations in regard to the status
that should be given to the officers to be in charge of this work at the pro-
vincial and district levels. Recommendations were also made with regard
to the necessary clerical and technical staff required to equip the various
offices. The need for imparting proper in-service training to all categories
of staff engaged in the collection and compilation of vital statistics was
emphasized.

An important recommendation related to the desirability of centralizing
the work of compilation by using mechanical equipment for calculating,
listing, tabulating, and sorting. The committee recommended that the
central government share half the cost of this equipment with the provincial
governments. If this plan is adopted, all reports of vital events would be
sent directly to the central compilation agency, instead of being compiled
at various intermediary stages, which is the general practice in many parts
of the country.

Among other recommendations made by this committee were the
following:

1. A post of Registrar-General of Population and Vital Statistics should
be created, each provincial government also creating a similar post. In this
connexion the need for providing for mutual consultation between the
central, provincial, and State statistical officers was emphasized.

2. The enactment of an Indian Vital Statistics Act as a piece of central
legislation was suggested for the purpose of enforcing uniformity in the
collection and compilation of the main items of vital statistics information
of the country.

3. Registration of marriages should be made compulsory.
4. Compulsory registration should be introduced in all areas, and the

law enforced by suitable administrative measures.
5. Every village, town, and city should maintain house lists giving

information on the name, date of birth, and sex of the head of the family,
as well as of the normal residents of each house, and these lists should be
kept up to date from time to time.
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The committee was aware that lack of funds might stand in the way of
speedy improvement. It nevertheless emphasized the important role
that adequate vital statistics of the country could play in the study of
numerous problems associated with the social and economic life of the
nation. The recommendations made, although modest, are intended to
improve both the quality and the quantity of Indian vital statistics without
delay.


