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Recently, at rather short notice, we were required to produce street
virus in dogs for experimental purposes. Since it was the first time we had
undertaken this type of work, some of the necessary equipment was lacking
and had to be improvised. One of the items that we were obliged to construct
was a device for holding animals' heads in place during operations on the
brain and submaxillary glands. As this apparatus has proved itself so
serviceable to us, we felt that others might also find it useful.

FIG. 1. ANIMAL'S HEAD FIXED IN POSITION FOR REMOVAL OF BRAIN

The device is extremely simple, consisting merely of a door hinge
screwed on to a 2 inch x 6 inch wooden board. A bolt with a wing nut
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NOTES

FIG. 2. ANIMAL'S HEAD FIXED IN POSITION FOR EXCISION
OF SUBMAXILLARY GLANDS

is placed through the outer screw holes to form a lock. The component
parts may be obtained almost anywhere and in many cases-as in ours-
without expense. If so desired, the board may be placed in a slot or fastened
to the table by bolts. When the animal's brain is to be removed, the
mandible is clamped to the board (Fig. 1); if excision of the submaxillary
glands is required, the maxilla can be similarly held in place (Fig. 2). In
either case, the hinge is out of the way, so that the operator's movements
are in no way impeded. With the aid of this device, it is easy for one
person to perform the entire operation.
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