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TERTIARY ACETYLENIC ALCOHOLS

Only two compounds are listed (Table IV). Of
these, methylpentynol (S 95) is a weak, short-acting
hypnotic. Sales have been low and few instances
of abuse have been reported.155' 157 The other
compound, ethchlorvynol (S 94) is more potent and
instances of abuse are more frequent. There is
stiong clinical documentation for abrupt withdrawal
of ethchlorvynol being followed by convulsions and
delirium.151-154, 156 Accordingly, ethchlorvynol must
be judged to have moderate abuse potential and
methylpentynol must, by analogy, be regarded as
having dependence potential equivalent to that of
ethchlorvynol.
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CYCLIC ETHERS

The only compound in this group is paraldehyde
(cyclic ether of acetaldehyde). Production is modest.
Paraldehyde has little use except in the treatment of
abstinence from alcohol. It is, of course, difficult to
take because of its unpleasant odour and irritant
properties. There is no question but that it can
produce dependence of the barbiturate-alcohol type,
and the clinical literature contains a number of case
reports of paraldehyde dependence with convulsions
and delirium occurring on withdrawal. 158-162 The
number of cases of abuse of paraldehyde is low,
and the cases generally involve alcoholics who use
it to reinforce or substitute for alcohol. There is no
known illicit traffic in paraldehyde. Paraldehyde has
been shown to suppress abstinence from barbital in

dogs physically dependent on barbital. The abuse
potential of paraldehyde is low but definite.
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