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Cancer

International Agency for Research on
Cancer
Biennial report 1990-1991
Lyon, International Agency for Research on
Cancer, 1991, xvii + 233 pages
ISBN 92 832 1091 3
Price: Sw.fr. 15.-/US$ 13.50

In keeping with the Agency's objectives, this report
for the 1990-91 biennium serves to illustrate the
diversity of epidemiological and experimental
studies now being used to improve knowledge about
the causes of cancer and the possibilities for preven-
tion. The report also provides a reference to specific
areas where international cooperation, whether through
the sharing of standardized methodologies or the
conduct of large-scale collaborative studies, is
opening the way to more efficient cancer preven-
tion. Projects described include research on child-
hood cancer, occupational cancer, second malignan-
cies following chemotherapy, the link between nutri-
tional factors and cancer, the role of N-nitroso com-
pounds, the importance of human papillomavirus in
the etiology of cervical cancer, genetic susceptibility
to cancer, and the mechanisms of carcinogenesis.

SEARCH: A computer package to assist the
statistical analysis of case-control studies
G.L. Macfarlane, P. Boyle, & P. Maisonneuve
Lyon, International Agency for Research on
Cancer, 1991, 80 pages
(IARC Technical Report, No. 2).
ISBN 92 832 1413 7
Price: Sw.fr. 30.-/US$ 27.-

This book describes the operation and uses of a
series of computer programs prepared for use by par-
ticipants in the IARC Surveillance of Environmental
Aspects Related to Cancer in Humans (SEARCH)
multicentre collaborative study. The computer pro-
grams have been specifically written to facilitate the
analysis of case control studies being conducted by
participants in the SEARCH project.

The report provides instructions on the use of
SEARCH computer package, supported by relevant
illustrations using real data. Separate sections cover
data information, such as frequencies, data transfor-
mation and recoding, classical analytical techniques
for case-control studies, unconditional and condition-
al logistic regression, and sample size calculations.
The package is available from the Intemational
Agency for Research on Cancer and is offered to
SEARCH collaborators at no cost.

Chemical toxicology, carcinogenicity

Diethylhexyl phthalatea
Geneva, 1992, 141 pages
(Environmental Health Criteria, No. 131).
ISBN 92 4 157131 4
Price: Sw.fr. 18.-/US$ 16.20

Diethylhexyl phthalate (DEHP) is produced in large
quantities for use as a resin-softening plasticizer,
with major application in the production of polyvinyl
chloride used in the construction and packaging
industries and in components of medical devices,
including tubes used in transfusions and dialysis.
Findings from over 300 recent studies show that,
while DEHP is rapidly photodegraded in the atmos-
phere, aerobic biodegradation is slow, and anaerobic
degradation even slower. As DEHP is also highly
bioaccumulative, the report concludes that adverse
effects on environmental organisms are likely in
areas, near point emission sources, where water and
sediment are highly contaminated. The most exten-
sive sections examines the results of numerous toxi-
cological studies in laboratory animals and in vitro
test systems. Significant findings include testicular
atrophy and neoplastic effects on the liver in rats
and mice. Conceming genotoxic effects, the review
notes that most studies have produced negative results.
An evaluation of numerous studies on the mecha-
nisms of hepatotoxicity concludes that the livers of

a Published by WHO under the joint sponsorship of the United
Nations Environment Programme, the International Labour Orga-
nisation, and WHO (International Programme on Chemical
Safety-IPCS).
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rats and mice are exquisitely sensitive to DEHP and
other peroxisome proliferators, while the livers of
guinea-pigs, monkeys, and humans show minimal or
no response.

Determination of the effects of DEHP on human
health was severely limited by the paucity of avai-
lable data. Case reports of adverse effects linked to
haemodialysis and artificial ventilation underscore
the need to reduce exposure arising from the use of
plastic tubes containing DEHP in such clinical pro-
cedures as transfusion, haemodialysis, extracorporeal
circulation, and artificial respiration. The report
found no evidence that DEHP has carcinogenic
potential in humans.b

Toxicological evaluation of certain
veterinary drug residues in food
Prepared by the 38th Meeting of the Joint
FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food
Additives (JECFA)C
Geneva, 1991, vii + 237 pages
(WHO Food Additives Series, No. 29).
Price: Sw.fr. 40.-/US$ 36.-

This book provides a critical, detailed review of all
available data useful in assessing the potential
hazards to health posed by the presence of selected
veterinary drug residues in foods consumed by
humans. Relevant safety data from studies of phar-
macokinetics, toxicology, embryotoxicity, carcino-
genicity, and genotoxicity are collected and assessed
in order to establish acceptable daily intakes that
fully protect consumers from health hazards linked
to the veterinary use of drugs in food-producing
animals. The book is primarily intended to assist
researchers and regulatory agencies requiring a
comprehensive view of the scientific basis for the
allocation of acceptable daily intakes.

b A summary in French and Spanish is included in the book.
c See WHO Technical Report Series, No. 815, 1991, reviewed
in the Bulletin of the World Health Organization, 70(3): 403
(1992). A catalogue of all JECFA reports issued since the first
meeting in 1956 is available on request from the World Health
Organization, Distribution and Sales Unit, 1211 Geneva 27,
Switzerland. The catalogue also includes a complete index of
the more than 700 food chemicals evaluated by JECFA during
its long history.

Communicable diseases

School health education to prevent AIDS
and sexually transmitted diseases
Published by WHO in collaboration with the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization
Geneva, 1992, v + 79 pages
(WHO AIDS Series 10)
ISBN 92 4 121010 9
Price: Sw.fr. 18.-/US$ 16.20

This book outlines the issues that need to be con-
sidered when planning school-based programmes
to educate students about AIDS and other sexually
transmitted diseases. Addressed to senior educa-
tional authorities and those responsible for curricu-
lum development, the book explains how formal
education can be used to help young people learn the
facts about these diseases and develop the social
skills needed to protect themselves from infection.
The main part of the book is organized around a
series of 17 issues that are likely to arise during the
planning, implementation and evaluation of school
education programmes. Each issue is presented in
terms of its importance to a successful programme,
the various options available for dealing with the
issue, and the strengths and weaknesses of these
options. Annexed to the book are a description of
evaluation methods, supported by sample tests, that
may be used in an educational system or individual
school, and a series of sample questions that can
guide the development of course content appropriate
for three different age groups.

Epidemiology, statistics

International statistical classification of
diseases and related health problems
(ICD-1 0)
Tenth revision
Volume 1. Tabular list
Geneva, 1992, iv + 1243 pages
ISBN 92 4 154419 8
Price: Sw.fr. 130.-/US$ 117.-

This first volume, which runs well over 1000 pages,
contains the classification at the three- and four-
character levels, the classification of the morphology
of neoplasms, special tabulation lists for mortality
and morbidity, definitions, and the nomenclature
regulations. The volume also reproduces the report
of the International Conference for the Tenth
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Revision, which indicates the many complex con-
siderations behind the revisions. The 10th revision
reflects the classification's continuing refinement and
expansion, yet retains those traditional features, such
as the single-variable-axis design, that have stood the
test of time. Chapters have been rearranged, new
chapters added, titles changed, and conditions re-
grouped in order to increase to level of clinical
detail and enhance ease of use while retaining the
classification's sensitivity for its traditional epidemi-
ological and statistical uses. ICD-10, which comes
into force on 1 January 1993, is now presented in
three separate volumes, allowing independent access
to the tabular list; all related definitions, standards,
rules and instructions; and the alphabetical index.

Legislation
Human organ transplantation
A report on developments under the auspices
of WHO (1987-1991)
Geneva, 1991, 28 pages
ISBN 92 4 169304 5
Price: Sw.fr. 8.-/US$ 7.20

This booklet, reprinted from the International Digest
of Health Legislation, 42: 389-413 (1991), describes
the response of WHO to some of the ethical and
moral issues raised by organ transplantation, one of
the medical technologies that have shown the most
rapid prograss in the last few decades. The ever-
increasing demand for transplantable human organs
has been accompanied by persuasive reports of
"trade for profit in human organs among living
human beings".

The first part of the publication sets forth nine
Guiding Principles on Human Organ Transplanta-
tion, which seek to provide an orderly, ethical, and
acceptable framework for regulating the procurement
and transplantation of human organs (preferably
from the bodies of deceased persons). While the pri-
mary focus is on the prevention of "commercialism",
other ethical issues are also addressed, including
those raised by the use of living donors. The second
part presents the results of a systematic study
conducted by WHO to determine all known intema-
tional responses to commerce in human organs, on
the part of intergovemmental and nongovemmental
bodies, as well as relevant national and subnational
legislation, codes, or other measures designed to
interdict this trade. Information is provided on the
steps taken or, in some cases, envisaged, in more
than 50 countries.

The booklet will be of interest to professionals
concemed with bioethics, medical law, and public

policy in this area and will hopefully aid govem-
ments in the formulation of their own policies on
organ transplantation.

Comparative study of anti-smoking
legislation in countries of the European
Economic Community
A.J. Sasco, P. Dalla-Vorgia, & P. Van der EIst
Lyon, International Agency for Research on
Cancer, 1992, vi + 82 pages
(IARC Technical Report, No. 8).
ISBN 92 832 1421 8
Price: Sw.fr. 30.-/US$ 27.-

This book presents a comparative study of both exis-
ting and proposed legislation designed to restrict
tobacco use in the twelve countries of the European
Economic Community. The book is organized accord-
ing to five main categories of anti-tobacco legisla-
tion: direct and indirect advertising, labelling and
such related issues as health warnings and limits on
tar levels, the protection of children, the definition of
tobacco products and the prohibition of smokeless
products, and the use of tobacco in public places. For
each type of legislation, the book provides a concise
country-by-country summary of recent laws and
regulations presented in chronological order. Each
section concludes with a tabular comparison of legis-
lation in the EEC countries, a summary of current
trends, and a brief discussion of the types of legisla-
tion that have proved successful and can thus serve
as models for other countries. Such a format allows
readers to trace the evolution of laws within a given
country and then evaluate the strength of legislation
compared with other countries.

Nomenclature
International nomenclature of diseases
Volume VIl. Diseases of the kidney, the lower
urinary tract, and the male genital system
Geneva, 1992, xiii + 180 pages
ISBN 92 4 154441 4
Price: Sw.fr. 20.-/US$ 18.-

International nomenclature of diseases
Volume Vil. Diseases of the female genital
system
Geneva, 1992, xii + 126 pages
ISBN 92 4 154423 6
Price: Sw.fr. 23.-/US$ 20.70

These Council for Intemational Organizations of
Medical Sciences (CIOMS)/WHO dictionaries pro-
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vide a single recommended name, concise definition,
and list of synonyms for diseases of the kidney, the
lower urinary tract, the male genital system, and the
female genital system. Each disease or syndrome for
which a name is recommended is defined as unambi-
guously, and yet as briefly, as possible.

Volume VII covers over 400 diseases; in most
cases, the recommended name is based on the cause
and is as specific and self-descriptive as possible.
Widely-used names, such as "prune-belly syn-
drome", have been retained. One of the two
annexes provides a short glossary of several terms
used in the text of the nomenclature, together with a
few additional terms that do not represent disease
entities.

In Volume VIII the nomenclature is restricted to
pathological entities and excludes disorders of sexual
differentiation and involvement of the female genital
tract in systemic diseases. The book has seven chap-
ters. The first six cover 153 diseases of the vulva,
vagina, cervix uteri, corpus uteri, fallopian tube, and
ovary. Within each chapter, diseases are listed under
the headings of congenital abnormalities, inflamma-
tory disorders, and miscellaneous disorders. Chapter
7 provides recommended names and lists of
synonyms for some 200 tumours and tumour-like
lesions of the female genital system. The second of
the two annexes provides recommenced names and
definitions for conditions related to displacement
of the uterus.

Both volumes contain an annex devoted to
infectious diseases, which summarizes the principal
recommended nomenclature that is of relevance to
diseases of the male and female genital systems, and
gives examples, synonyms and explanatory notes
where necessary. Both volumes conclude with an
index listing all recommended names and synonyms
covered.

The nomenclature, which is part of an on-going
series, is intended to encourage greater consistency
in medical reporting and to facilitate information
retrieval and literature searches.e

e CIOMS publications may be obtained directly from CIOMS, c/o
World Health Organization, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland. Both
CIOMS and WHO publications are distributed by the World
Health Organization, Distribution and Sales Unit, Avenue Appia,
1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland and are available from book-
sellers through the network of WHO sales agents. A list of these
agents appears on the inside back cover of the Bulletin.

Official publications, annual reports
The work of WHO 1990-1991
Biennial report of the Director-General to the
World Health Assembly and to the United
Nations
Geneva, 1992, xi + 184 pages
ISBN 92 4 156149 1
Price: Sw.fr. 45.-/US$ 36.00

This report provides a critical appraisal of the work
of WHO during the 1990-1991 biennium. Analytical
in its approach, the book serves as both a record of
specific activities of WHO and an evaluation of the
extent to which these activities are supporting the
overriding strategy of health for all. Key achieve-
ments during the biennium included the realization
of 80% immunization coverage, major progress in
the eradication of poliomyelitis and dracunculiasis
and in the elimination of leprosy, and the develop-
ment of promising technology for the control of
tropical diseases and the regulation of human fer-
tility. The report also shows how the Organization
is responding to new challenges, such as the spread
of AIDS-related tuberculosis and the need to devel-
op health services in eastem and central European
countries. The review of WHO's many and varied
activities is this time more fully illustrated in a
two-tone volume with a new A4 format.

Pharmaceuticals, biologicals
International reporting of periodic drug-
safety update summaries
Final report of CIOMS Working Group II

Geneva, CIOMS, 1992, 61 pages
ISBN 92 9036 053 4
Price: Sw.fr. 15.-/US$ 13.50

This book presents and explains the standardized for-
mat of a proposed single intemational summary
report to be used by drug manufacturers for the per-
iodic updating of safety data on approved pharma-
ceutical products. Proposals reflect the consensus

reached, following two years of meetings and debate,
by a CIOMS Working Group representing 12 phar-
maceutical companies and 10 regulatory agencies.
The aim of these meetings was to give manufac-
turing companies a uniform set of procedures for
reporting safety information to regulatory bodies.
Apart from improving inter-regulatory communica-
tions, these uniform procedures should facilitate the
work of doctors and scientists responsible for
monitoring drug safety in industry.
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The proposals, which cover both the scope and
content of a periodic drug-safety update, are pre-
sented in the form of a nine-point outline of the
core information which should be included in any
periodic report. Key points agreed on include the
frequency of review and reporting, the need for

cumulative information on the drug's licensed status
for marketing, and the circumstances under which
detailed utilization data should be supplied. The
book concludes with a 21-page example of a periodic
safety update for a fictitious drug product.

Publications officielles, rapports
annuels
Activit6 de I'OMS 1990-1991
Rapport biennal du Directeur general a

l'Assembl6e mondiale de la Sante et aux
Nations Unies
Geneve, 1992, xi + 207 pages
ISBN 92 4 256149 5
Prix: Fr.s. 45.-

Ce rapport est une appreciation critique de l'activite
de l'OMS pendant la periode biennale 1990-1991.
Concu dans une approche analytique, l'ouvrage
decrit les activitds specifiques de l'OMS et evalue en
meme temps la mesure dans laquelle ces activites
appuient la strategie primordiale de la sante pour
tous. Parmi les reussites majeures de l'Organisation
au cours de la periode biennale on peut citer la rdali-
sation d'une couverture vaccinale a 80%, d'impor-
tants progres dans l'eradication de la poliomyelite et
de la dracunculose, ainsi que dans l'elimination de la
lepre, et l'elaboration d'une technologie prometteuse
pour la lutte contre les maladies tropicales et la regu-
larisation de la fecondite humaine. Le rapport montre
par ailleurs comment l'Organisation releve de nou-
veaux defis, tels que la propagation de la tuberculose
liee au SIDA et la necessite de mettre en place des
services de sante dans les pays d'Europe orientale et
centrale. Cet expose des activites multiples et
diverses de l'OMS est, cette fois-ci, presente dans un

volume deux tons, d'un nouveau format A4, et plus
abondamment illustre.

Centre international de Recherche sur le
Cancer
Rapport biennal 1990-1991
Lyon, Centre international de Recherche sur le
Cancer, 1991, xix + 245 pages
ISBN 92 832 2091 9
Prix: Fr.s. 15.-

Conformement aux objectifs du Centre, le present
rapport relatif a l'exercice 1990-1991 est destine a
illustrer la diversite des etudes epid6miologiques et
experimentales actuellement entreprises pour amelio-
rer nos connaissances sur les causes du cancer et les
possibilites de prevention. Ce rapport se refere en
outre a certains domaines oiu une cooperation inter-
nationale, consistant a echanger des methodologies
normalisees ou a mettre sur pied des etudes collec-
tives de grande envergure, ouvre la voie a une
prevention plus efficace du cancer. Parmi les projets
decrits figurent des recherches sur le cancer de
l'enfant, le cancer professionnel, les tumeurs secon-
daires a une chimiotherapie, le lien entre les facteurs
nutritionnels et le cancer, le role des composes
N-nitroses, l'importance du papillomavirus humain
dans l'etiologie du cancer du col, la sensibilite
genetique au cancer et les mecanismes de la cancero-
genese.
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