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OVERVIEW
French Polynesia is a French territorial overseas community comprising 35 volcanic islands 
and about 183 low-lying coral atolls. It covers 4167 million square kilometres in the South 
Pacific Ocean, with a land area of 3521 square kilometres. The population was estimated to 
be 280 000 in 2014. French Polynesia is divided into five administrative units: Austral Islands, 
Windward Islands, Marquesas Islands, Leeward Islands and Tuamotu-Gambier.

The head of state is a high commissioner appointed by the president of France. The head of 
government is a president elected by the Assembly, comprised of representatives elected by 
popular vote. French Polynesia is a high-income economy with a gross domestic product per 
capita of US$ 27 352 (2008 estimate). Revenues are largely derived from French Government 
subsidies, tourism and the black pearl industry.

HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT
The Centre Hospitalier de la Polynésie Française is the national referral hospital. Public general 
hospitals are located in Tahiti, Moorea, Raiatea and Nuku Hiva islands, and there are 115 public 
health facilities. The entire population has social health insurance. 

Life expectancy has been improving, but new health-care needs have emerged because of 
an ageing population, and an increase in noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) and emerging 
diseases. French Polynesia has confirmed Zika and chikungunya virus infections on all its 
archipelagos. Guillain–Barré syndrome was associated with both infections, with cases 
reported in the Windward Islands, Leeward Islands, Tuamotu Islands, Austral Islands and 
Marquesas Islands. 

There are also challenges in maintaining social cohesion and health equity.



 NATIONAL STRATEGIC PRIORITIES    WHO AND THE GOVERNMENT 2018–2022

The World Health Organization (WHO), working with partners, will support the Government 
in pursuing its national strategic priorities. Each strategic activity is linked to at least one of 
the subregional focus areas that are detailed in the Pacific Island Countries and Areas–WHO 
Cooperation Strategy 2018–2022:

1. To strengthen essential health service delivery to progress towards universal health 
coverage and the vision of Healthy Islands

2. To strengthen health policy on NCDs

2.1 Develop a national cross-sectoral strategic plan on NCDs that covers the key risk factors 
and NCD management, and includes country-specific targets and a monitoring plan. 

2.2 Develop and implement effective NCD prevention activities, in line with best practices and 
building on regional experience.

3. To strengthen capacity to prepare for and respond to public health events caused by 
common epidemic-prone and emerging diseases, environmental hazards and climate 
change, and the health consequences of disasters

4. To increase access to health care for people with disabilities and strengthen 
rehabilitation



NATIONAL HEALTH POLICY

The Strategic Orientations of the Health Policy 2016–2025 sets out four strategic areas:

1. modernize and optimize governance of the health and social welfare system; 

2. improve the general social protection system for optimum coverage of health and 
social needs; 

3. focus policy on prevention and health promotion; and 

4. ensure a quality health system.

The Health Organization Scheme (SOS) 2016–2021 defines the first steps for implementation 
and has six major areas:

1. restore authority by establishing a regulatory body for health and social welfare; 

2. improve primary health for the archipelagos; 

3. adapt health provision to changing needs; 

4. make the fight against overweight a priority; 

5. meet the challenges of population ageing in partnership with the Ministry for  
Solidarity; and 

6. support all such efforts by setting up a digital portal on Polynesian health.

PARTNERS

In implementing this strategy, WHO and the Government will work with other sectors, academia, 
civil society, other United Nations agencies, bilateral development partners, regional and 
global health initiatives, philanthropic foundations and others in support of planned national 
health priorities.



HEALTHY ISLANDS INDICATORS

Number of skilled health workers* per 10 000 population 68 2009

Per capita total expenditure on health at average exchange rate (US$) 3362 2008

Total expenditure on health as a percentage of gross domestic  
product (%) NA

Tuberculosis incidence (per 100 000 population) 22 2010-2013

Life expectancy at birth (both sexes) 75 2013

Under-five mortality rate (per 1000 live births) 2.2 2013

Absolute number of maternal deaths NA

Maternal mortality ratio (per 100 000 live births) 0 2011

Adult mortality rate from NCDs at ages 30–69 years (%) NA

Number of suicides  3 2010

Immunization coverage rate for diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis  
(three doses) (DTP3) (%)  99 2015

Immunization coverage rate for measles-containing vaccine  
(first dose) (MCV1) (%)  98 2015

Current tobacco smoking among persons 15 years of age and over (%) 41 2010

Population using improved drinking-water sources (%) 100 2015

Population using improved sanitation facilities (%) 98 2015

Proportion of endemic neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) having 
reached elimination goals envisaged in the global NTD Roadmap to 
2020 (%) – target 100%

 0 2017

NA = not available
*Skilled health workers are defined as physicians, nurses and midwives.
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