
The GCM/NCD contributes to accelerating the 
implementation of the WHO Global Action Plan for the 
Prevention and Control of Noncommunicable Diseases 
2013-2020, and the NCD-related Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) targets by fostering high-level NCD commitments 
through multisectoral and multistakeholder engagement at 
local, national, regional and global levels.

The GCM/NCD connects and convenes a diverse group 
of 327 participants comprising WHO Member States, 
United Nations organizations and non-State actors around 
a shared goal to support countries to reduce premature 
mortality and unnecessary suffering from NCDs.

The avoidable global burden from NCDs is enormous. 
In 2015, 15 million people between the ages of 30 and 
70 years died from NCDs. Almost half of these premature 
deaths occurred in low- and lower middle-income countries, 
where the probability of dying prematurely from one of the 
four major NCDs (cardiovascular diseases, cancers, chronic 
respiratory diseases, diabetes) is up to 4 times higher than 
in high-income countries. 

Low-cost solutions are available for all countries to achieve 
the internationally agreed target of a 25% reduction of 

premature mortality from NCDs by 2025 and a one third 
reduction by 2030 in accordance with the SDGs. No single 
organization, actor, or sector can address the issue alone. 

Governments must play the primary role in responding to 
the challenge of NCDs, but they will require contributions 
and support from a wide range of stakeholders, at all levels 
of society. This applies to those both within and beyond 
the health sector – and that’s exactly where the GCM/NCD 
comes in.

The GCM/NCD is a global Member State-led coordinating 
and engagement platform, established in 2014 by the 

World Health Assembly to help counteract the growing 
global health threat of noncommunicable diseases (NCDs).

The GCM/NCD convenes stakeholders to address its five functions:
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ACTIVITIES OF THE GCM/NCD

1 Global multistakeholder dialogue meetings. Through these forums, key stakeholders discuss strategies 
aimed at helping countries to realize their political commitments, and supporting national efforts to develop and implement 
domestic solutions and mobilize resources to prevent premature deaths from NCDs.

Global Communications Campaign. The campaign aims to raise awareness and demonstrate the feasibility 
of achieving the nine voluntary global NCD targets and the NCD-related targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 

2

Working Groups. Composed of leading technical experts nominated by Member States, the Working Groups meet 
regularly throughout the year to produce reports with actionable recommendations to accelerate implementation of national 
actions to combat NCDs. Each Working Group is co-chaired by high-level Member State representatives appointed by the 
WHO Director-General in consultation with Member States.

3

Publications and knowledge dissemination. Outputs include the reports of Working Groups and 
multistakeholder dialogue meetings, numerous policy briefs and background papers, and academic publications in peer-
reviewed journals. The GCM/NCD disseminates NCD tools and research carried out by WHO staff in the NCD cluster and 
other relevant departments through the NCD tools web page and the NCD global portal.
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5 Integrated country support. Support is provided by all three levels of WHO, in collaboration with the United 
Nations Interagency Task Force on the Prevention and Control of NCDs, and certain non-State actors, to help countries fast-track 
progress towards the nine voluntary global targets for NCDs by 2025 and the NCD-related SDG targets by 2030 and beyond.

6 Communities of Practice. An online portal hosts a number of networks of technical and non-technical experts, 
focused on the implementation of actions on diverse NCD areas.

7 Webinars. These have proved an efficient platform to engage participants and disseminate knowledge and information 
about different aspects of and innovative solutions to address NCDs. 
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• If you want to participate as a non-State actor, you can complete an online registration form at 
www.who.int/global-coordination-mechanism/participants/en/. 

• To join the Global Communications Campaign and share your experience with NCDs, go to 
http://apps.who.int/ncds-and-me/and http://www.who.int/beat-ncds/en/.

• To subscribe to the WHO GCM/NCD newsletter, visit 
http://www.who.int/global-coordination-mechanism/news/newsletters/en/. 

HOW TO ENGAGE WITH THE GCM/NCD
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