
The school based MDA was relaunched by the 

Honourable Prime Minister through the Deputy 

Prime Minister Senator Paul Dlamini.  

The launch was through a media briefing attend-

ed by the Honourable Minister of Tinkundla Ad-

ministration and Development Mduduzi Dlamini 

who was also the acting Minister of Health, the 

Principal Secretaries in the Ministries of Health and 

Education and Training; WHO Country Repre-

sentative Dr Tigest Ketsela Mengestu; UNICEF 

Representative Ms Rachel Odede; senior Govern-

ment officials; health workers and members of the 

media. 

 

The Kingdom of Swaziland successfully com-

pleted the first round of school based Mass Drug 

Administration (MDA) for Schistosomiasis 

(Bilharzia) and Soil Transmitted Helminthiasis 

(Intestinal Worms). This indeed is a major mile-

stone in the journey towards the elimination 

Schistosomiasis (SCH) and Soil Transmitted 

Helminthiasis (STH) in Swaziland. School based 

MDA had been suspended by the Government 

since 2009 after a number of students experi-

enced some side effects to the pills. The cam-

paign was launched on 2 June and ran from 6 to 

22 June 2016.  

The relaunching of the school based MDA 

was necessitated by the findings of the national 

mapping survey for Schistosomiasis and Soil 

Transmitted Helminthiasis conducted in March 

2015. The survey was conducted with technical 

and financial support from WHO, UNICEF and 

other development partners. The survey showed 

that one in every six children in Swaziland has 

bilharzia, whereas one in every 20 children has 

intestinal worms. The burden of the diseases was 

disaggregated per Inkhundla (district). Treatment 

maps produced during the survey were used to 

define the treatment strategies for the different 

districts.  
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The Honourable Deputy Prime Minister Senator 

Paul Dlamini officially launching the first round 

of Mass Drug Administration in Swaziland 



Dr Ketsela Mengestu also stated that in order 

to eliminate these diseases, the country needed to 

reach at least 75% of all preschool and school 

aged children in the country. She said this, there-

fore called for everyone to join hands and make 

sure that all eligible children drink the tablets. 

The campaign was led by the School Health 

and the National Neglected Tropical Diseases 

programmes in collaboration with the Ministries 

of Education and Training; Tinkundla Admin-

istration and Development; and the Deputy Prime 

Minister’s Office. The WHO and UNICEF pro-

vided technical and financial support. The cam-

paign was carried out by 40 teams; each team 

consisting of four dedicated school health nurses 

and final year nursing students. The teams were 

assisted by class teachers.  

The Honourable Minister of Health Senator 

Sibongile Ndlela-Simelane also took time to visit 

some of the schools in the company of the WHO 

Country Representative.  

During the launch Senator Dlamini had this to 

say “The last MDA in the country was conducted 

in 2009, where challenges were encountered due 

to pupils developing some discomfort following 

the intervention. This resulted in high anxiety 

within the population and disagreement between 

implementing ministries, hence the need to sus-

pend the implementation of MDA for further en-

gagement and development of better and effective 

collaboration to facilitate the delivery of the much 

needed intervention”.  

He also added that the findings of the survey 

on NTDs conducted in the country in 2015 were 

discussed in Cabinet and implementing ministries 

were engaged. He said as a Government that be-

lieves in evidence-based decision making, it was 

agreed that the country could not be left behind, 

but has to join the rest of Africa and pursue the 

global goal of eliminating these diseases by 2020.   

Dr Ketsela Mengestu highlighted that in 2015, 

WHO and other partners provided technical and 

financial support towards national mapping of 

SCH and STH in the country. This was followed 

by the development of the integrated national 

multi-year plan (also called NTD Master Plan) 

which provides a sound foundation for improved 

programme performance and effectiveness. She 

also mentioned that international drug companies, 

through WHO donated sufficient quantities of 

quality-assured essential medicines for the cam-

paign. 
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The WHO Country Representative, Dr Tigest 

Ketsela Mengestu speaking during the launch 
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This was mainly to reassure the general public that 

the pills were safe and children should not be denied 

the chance to benefit from the campaign. This was 

also necessitated by some negative reports in the me-

dia of some children experiencing minor side effects 

like dizziness, vomiting and abdominal pains. Par-

ents, teachers and other care-givers were assured that 

the pills were being given by trained nurses. They 

were also advised to call the Toll free number 977 to 

report any children experiencing any discomfort after 

taking the pills. Medical teams were put on standby 

to attend to any reports of adverse events. The Hon-

ourable Minister of Health informed the general pub-

lic that the campaign was going on very well and 

thanked parents and caregivers for allowing their 

children to take part in the exercise, saying this 

showed that they cared for their children. She empha-

sised that the benefits of the MDA far outweigh the 

side effects and thanked children for being patient 

and accepting the intervention which was aimed at 

making their future a better and healthy one. Dr 

Mengestu also shared the same sentiments as the 

Honourable Minister.  

During the campaign the general public was kept 

informed through electronic and print media as well 

as interpersonal communication. The campaign was 

generally well received and some teachers and par-

ents reported that this was well over due as some 

children were showing signs of worm infestation. The 

campaign targeted all school aged children in 916 

primary and secondary schools in all the 55 districts 

in the country.   
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Dr Tigest Ketsela Mengestu giving pills to a 

child at St Michaels Primary School whilst 

the Honourable Minister of Health and m 

Member of Parliament for the area look on 

Students queuing up to receive the pills from 

the nurses 

A final year nursing student using the dose 

pole to determine the number of Praziquan-

tel tablets to give to a child at one of the 

schools. 


