
20-21 August 2015
Manila, Philippines

Meeting Report

First Meeting of Western Pacific Region Policy
Advisers on Environment and Health





 

WPR/DNH/HAE(02)/2015        English only 
Report series number: RS/2015/GE/56/(PHL) 

 

 

REPORT 

 

 

 

FIRST MEETING OF WESTERN PACIFIC REGION POLICY ADVISERS 
ON ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH 

 

 

 

 

Convened by: 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

Manila, Philippines 
20–21 August 2015 

 

 

Not for sale 

Printed and distributed by: 
World Health Organization 

Regional Office for the Western Pacific 
Manila, Philippines 

 

September 2015

 

 



 

 

 

NOTE 

The views expressed in the report are those of the participants in the First Meeting of Western Pacific Region 
Policy Advisers on Environment and Health and do not necessarily reflect the policies of the Organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This report has been prepared by the World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific for 
governments of Member States in the Region and for those who participated in the First Meeting of Western 
Pacific Region Policy Advisers on Environment and Health from 19 to 21 August 2015.

  



 

 

 

CONTENTS 

 

ABBREVIATIONS ................................................................................................................................................ ii 
 

SUMMARY .......................................................................................................................................................... iii 
 

1. INTRODUCTION .............................................................................................................................................. 1 

1.1 Background ........................................................................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Objectives.............................................................................................................................................. 1 

1.3 Opening remarks ................................................................................................................................... 1 

1.4 Introduction of participants and organization of the meeting ................................................................ 2 

 
2. PROCEEDINGS ................................................................................................................................................ 2 

2.1 Health and the Environment programme priorities and directions ........................................................ 2 

2.2 Regional health and the environment strategy ...................................................................................... 3 

2.3 Vision for the Regional Forum beyond 2016 ........................................................................................ 4 

2.4 Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the Regional Forum .............................................................................. 6 

 
3. CLOSING ........................................................................................................................................................... 6 

 
4. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ............................................................................................. 7 

4.1 Conclusions ........................................................................................................................................... 7 

4.2 Recommendations ................................................................................................................................. 8 

4.2.1 Recommendations for Member States .............................................................................................. 8 

4.2.1 Recommendations for WHO Secretariat ........................................................................................... 9 

4.2.3  Other recommendations .................................................................................................................... 9 

 
ANNEXES ........................................................................................................................................................... 17 

Annex 1. List of participants ............................................................................................................................ 17 

Annex 2. Agenda .............................................................................................................................................. 19 

Annex 3. Programme of activities .................................................................................................................... 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keywords 

Environmental health / Health policy / Regional health planning  



- ii - 

 

 

ABBREVIATIONS 

DPSEEA  driving force-pressure-state-exposure-effect-action 
EBD   environmental burden of disease 
EHP   environmental health process 
NCD   noncommunicable disease 
NEHAP  national environmental health action plan 
SGD   sustainable development goals 
TWG   thematic working group 
UNECE  United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
UNEP ROAP  United Nations Environment Programme Regional Office for  
   Asia and the Pacific  
WHO   World Health Organization 
 

 

 

  



- iii - 

 

 

SUMMARY 

The inaugural meeting of the Western Pacific Region Policy Advisers on Environment and Health 
was held in Manila, Philippines, 20–21 August 2015. The meeting objectives were: 

1) to advise on policy directions for health and the environment programme of the WHO 
Regional Office for the Western Pacific, and on the Regional Forum on Environment and 
Health in Southeast and East Asian Countries; and 

2) to advise on strategies to optimize opportunities in light of existing regional initiatives in 
health and the environment by leveraging resources and strengthening collaboration with 
international partners. 

The participants deliberated on the issues related to the Health and the Environment programme and 
the way forward for governance of environmental health in the Region.  

Policy directions for the Health and the Environment programme in the Western Pacific Region 

WHO’s responsibility in addressing environmental health resides in its Constitution and in resolutions 
of the Regional Committee legitimizing this regional programme. Despite the constitutional mandate, 
WHO's regional Health and the Environment programme has faced many challenges in the past in 
supporting Member States to manage environmental health risks and reduce exposure to 
environmental risk factors. Participants concluded that the way forward would be to develop and 
propose a regional strategy on health and the environment in the Western Pacific for consideration by 
the Regional Committee in 2016.  

At the dawn of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and with the world's leaders endorsement 
of an ambitious and complex set of targets to ensure survival of the human species and the planet, the 
proposed regional strategy should leverage off the SDGs. As this political imperative will define 
development policies and programmes and is a rare opportunity to advance the work on 
environmental health. It is envisioned that a Regional Strategy on Environmental Health would enable 
ministries of health to optimize participation in the national policy and coordination mechanisms of 
the SDGs, using the environmental health-related targets as the basis for stronger programmes to 
protect both health and the environment through legislation, policies, regulations, enforcement, 
surveillance and multisectoral action. 

Policy direction of the Regional Forum on Environment and Health in Southeast and East Asian 

Countries  

Participants noted the achievements and challenges of the Regional Forum since its inception in 2007 
and also noted a similar process in the WHO European Region, where the European Environmental 
Health Process (EHP) since 1989 has been providing the ministries of health and of environment of 
European Member States with a unique platform to define regional priorities and identify best ways of 
working together to address major determinants of health.  

Participants noted that while the outcomes of the European Ministerial Conferences are endorsed by 
the Regional Committee for Europe, the Regional Forum in Southeast and East Asian Countries 
involves countries of two WHO regions and might best be addressed through the respective regional 
committees of the South-East Asia and the Western Pacific regions.  

To integrate fully with the environment sector, all states covered by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP) might consider participation in  
the Regional Forum, as needed. If there is a need to convene all Member States from both regions of 
WHO and the ROAP of UNEP, the total number would be 51 countries.   
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The participants proposed a step-by-step plan towards having two separate regional fora for the 
South-East Asia and Western Pacific regions (see Figure 2). 

The importance of early consultation on this proposal with WHO Regional Office for South-East Asia 
and UNEP ROAP was underscored.  

Participants also proposed that new initiatives strongly consider policy and action based on the targets 
of the SDGs related to environmental health.  

A milestone for scaling up the work on environment and health would be that, in 2016, the Ministerial 
Meeting of the Regional Forum would propose the invitation of all the Member States of South-East 
Asia and Western Pacific regions (including three countries under UNEP-ROAP) subject to interest 
and availability of participants as well as material resources for participation in the activity. 
 
The 2016 Ministerial Meeting of the Regional Forum might focus on the SDGs and the event might 
be multisectoral in nature and countries may nominate health, environment and other related sectors 
e.g. transport, agriculture, finance and local governments. 
 
Post 2016, both the South-East Asia Region and the Western Pacific Region might consider new 
mechanisms and governance for organizing the work. 

Recommendations 

Recommendations for Member States 

(1) To develop a regional strategy on health and the environment for the Western Pacific Region 
2017–2021 considering: 

(a) The objective of the regional strategy should be to strengthen the integration of health and 
environment policy, particularly between the ministries of health and environment and other 
relevant sectors of Member States in the Region. 

 
(b) The strategy should assist Member States in achieving the environmental health targets of the 

SDGs.  
 
(c) The strategy should include guidance on legislation, policy, regulations and enforcement of 

measures to achieve sustainable development. 
 

(d) The role of the health sector in the use of data for advocacy and policy through advances in 
technology for collection, analysis and management of national and local environmental 
health information systems is crucial to establish policies, communication and local action.  

 
(e) The health and environment priorities of the regional strategy should address the needs of 

groups of countries, (conforming to socioeconomic, historical and cultural and geographic 
factors). Proposed groupings are: Northeast Asia (China, Japan, Mongolia and the Republic of 
Korea), Southeast Asia (members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations), Pacific 
island countries, and Australia and New Zealand.  

 
(f) The proposed strategy should articulate opportunities and entry points with other regional 

programmes to strengthen support to countries. This might include effectively engaging with 
environmental authorities, as well as productive sectors such as energy and transport. 
Emphasis should also be placed on enhancing global and regional advocacy and networking 
initiatives in relation to climate change, children and environment, and air quality. 
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(g) The regional strategy should highlight successful experiences at different levels with the 
settings approach and should be based on a rigorous evaluation of previous work, particularly 
in water and sanitation. 

 
(h) The strategy should propose practical links with other regional health programmes, to 

strengthen the capacity of national health authorities in effectively engaging with environment 
authorities and productive sectors such as energy, transport, and to support environmental 
health-enhancing global and regional advocacy and networking initiatives. 
 

Recommendations for WHO Secretariat 

(1) To develop a background situation analysis document in parallel with a draft regional strategy. 
 

(2) To consider an agenda item on regional strategy on environment and health for the sixty-seventh 
session of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific in 2016. 
 

(3) As joint Secretariat of the Regional Forum, the Regional Office for the Western Pacific will 
update the agenda of the Eighth High Level Officials Meeting on Environment and Health in 
Southeast and East Asian Countries, to be held in Jakarta, Indonesia in November 2015, as 
follows: 

 
(a) To recommend that, in 2016, the Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the Regional Forum be open 

to the participation of all Member States of the South-East Asia and Western Pacific regions, 
and additional countries under the UNEP Regional Office for Asia Pacific, for a total of 51 
countries and areas. 
 

(b) To include in the agenda of the Regional Forum on Environment and Health, in 2016, a 
recommendation for the regional committees of South-East Asia and the Western Pacific to 
consider distinct and regional forum activities for the two regions in 2019. 

Other recommendations 

Other recommendations were to nominate Professor Yun-Chul Hong to represent the Western Pacific 
Region in the Scientific Panel of the Regional Forum; and to include a representative each from 
Australia, China, the Philippines and Pacific island countries to join the pool of the Western Pacific 
Region policy advisers. 



 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

The Third Ministerial Meeting of the Regional Forum on Environment and Health in Southeast and 
East Asian Countries held on 9–10 September 2013 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, called for the 
establishment of a scientific panel to support the Joint Secretariat of the Regional Forum, comprised 
of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the WHO regional offices of South-East 
Asia and the Western Pacific. In response to this call, the Western Pacific Region has established its 
own scientific panel, Western Pacific Region Policy Advisers on Environment and Health, of which 
one adviser would be nominated to represent the Western Pacific Region on the Scientific Panel of the 
Regional Forum. 

The aim of Western Pacific Region Policy Advisers on Environment and Health is to advise on the 
Environmental Health programme in the Western Pacific Region as well as to advise on the Regional 
Forum on Environment and Health and other regional initiatives related to environmental health. The 
inaugural meeting of the Western Pacific Region Policy Advisers also provided support to the Eighth 
High-Level Officials’ Meeting of the Regional Forum to be convened on 9–11 November 2015 in 
Jakarta, Indonesia. 

1.2 Objectives 

The objectives of the meeting were: 

1) to advise on policy directions for the Health and the Environment programme of the WHO 
Regional Office for the Western Pacific, and on the Regional Forum on Environment and 
Health in Southeast and East Asian Countries; and  

2) to advise on strategies to optimize opportunities in light of existing regional initiatives in 
health and the environment by leveraging resources and strengthening collaboration with 
international partners. 

1.3 Opening remarks 

Dr Shin Young-soo, WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific, opened the meeting stressing 
the importance of advice and recommendations from this inaugural Western Pacific Region Policy 
Advisers meeting. The Regional Director provided key thoughts and directions for the consideration 
of the meeting: 

1) WHO’s work in recent years on water and sanitation and on climate change and health in the 
Region was acknowledged, noting that this work has been appreciated by Member States and 
also noting the need to strengthen this line of work.  

 
2) Despite the Regional Office’s lack of in-house resources, innovative approaches had been 

developed to strengthen occupational health programmes in selected low-income countries. 
The Regional Office's close collaboration with WHO collaborating centres in Japan and the 
Republic of Korea has promoted risk assessment, regulation and monitoring of occupational 
health risks. 

 
3) Nevertheless, health and environment programmes continue to be somewhat neglected within 

WHO and by many national health authorities despite the burden of disease attributed to 
environmental risk factors. Coordination between health and environment authorities is often 
complicated and ineffective at national and international levels.  
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4) The Regional Office’s Health and the Environment programme is thus caught in a vicious 
cycle. The low priority of environmental health in national health development plans requires 
commensurate strengthening of national environmental health programmes, but this is 
challenged by limited donor backing.  

 
5) On the issue of expanding the membership of the Regional Forum, there is a need to consider 

differences in Member State views and circumstances as well as complexities that could arise 
related to other inter-regional programmes and to interagency cooperation. 

In a separate session, Dr Takeshi Kasai, Director, Programme Management, advised that the 
participants should focus on understanding the issues discussed (the "what"), reasons behind the 
issues and challenges (the "why"), and possible ways or directions to move forward (the "how"). 

1.4 Introduction of participants and organization of the meeting 

Dr Mohd Nasir Hassan, Coordinator, Health and the Environment Unit, WHO Regional Office for the 
Western Pacific, invited all participants to introduce themselves. The list of participants appears in 
Annex 1. Following the self-introductions, Dr Hassan reviewed the agenda and programme of the 
meeting. These appear in Annexes 2 and 3 respectively. It was agreed that the conduct of the meeting 
would be informal. No Chair or Co-Chair was designated. Mr Terrence Thompson, WHO Consultant, 
was introduced as rapporteur for the meeting. 

 

2. PROCEEDINGS 

2.1 Health and the Environment programme priorities and directions 

Dr Susan Mercado, Director, Division of NCDs and Health through the Life-course, WHO Regional 
Office for the Western Pacific reviewed major environmental health issues in the Region and noted 
the need for the Regional Office to be more effective at communicating risk. She highlighted the 
effectiveness of the driving force-pressure-state-exposure-effect-action (DPSEEA) framework, 
currently being used successfully in NCD and other programmes. 

Dr Mercado proposed a three-pronged framework for environmental health in the Region comprising 
linkages to other regional health programmes, support to national health programmes, and support for 
global and regional advocacy and networking initiatives.  

In discussion on the intersectoral nature of the environmental health, it was strongly suggested that the 
programme should aim to strengthen the capacity of national health authorities to engage effectively 
with environment authorities, productive sectors and others. Capacity-building must be understood to 
be much more than training and guidelines. Effective capacity-building implies the development of 
sustainable health systems. 

Dr Hassan made a short presentation, followed by a discussion by Dr Wilfried Kreisel, WHO 
Temporary Adviser, on historical milestones in the development of global and regional environmental 
health programmes. Dr Kreisel concluded that despite efforts by WHO and partners, many national 
health authorities still lack the capacity to fulfill their proper roles with respect to environmental 
health.  

Professor Hong presented on the Republic of Korea’s estimation of environmental burden of disease 
(EBD) and the role of EBD in setting priorities for environmental health programmes. In discussion, it 
was noted that many low- and middle-income countries may lack sufficient databases to make such 
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estimations. It was agreed that where data may be insufficient at national level, it may be available for 
discrete locales such as cities. In lieu of EBD estimates, estimates of exposures to risk may be useful 
as proxy indicators. 

Dr Mercado made some suggestions towards the development of a framework for the Health and the 
Environment programme: 

• Focus on reduction of environmental risk 

• Work with groups of countries having similar characteristics, issues, challenges 

• Prioritize topics within each group 

• Use SDG targets and national environmental health action plans (NEHAPs) as vehicles for 
achieving SDG targets 

• Build the capacity of teams instead of individuals 

• Create road maps by country and include local interventions (i.e. subnational interventions) 

• Ensure that subnational interventions are starting points, not projects 

• Use WHO’s constitutional mandate 

Dr Mercado presented on the SDGs highlighting specific targets to which the Health and the 
Environment programme may link. In discussion, participants highlighted targets under SDG 3 
(healthy lives and well-being) and noted the strategic importance of environmental health services for 
achieving many of the health-related targets. Participants agreed that the Health and the Environment 
programme should strongly link to SDG targets and that the linkages should be supported by Regional 
Committee resolution. The participants also agreed that NEHAPs should be used as instruments to 
achieve the SDG targets. 

2.2 Regional health and the environment strategy 

Mr Jungsub Yeom, Technical Officer, Health and the Environment Unit, WHO Regional Office for 
the Western Pacific, presented on global and regional WHO resolutions related to environmental 
health over the past 20 years. The most recent resolution of the Regional Committee for the Western 
Pacific on environmental health was in 2005. Environmental health programmes of at least three 
WHO regions are guided by Regional Committee-endorsed strategies. The strategies of the Eastern 
Mediterranean and European regions are among the most effective. The WHO Regional Office for 
Europe's programme is strongly supported by the European Centre for Environment and Health, a 
WHO technical centre in Bonn funded by Germany with an annual budget of US$ 7 million. 

Discussion included that preparation of a report reviewing the history of WHO's regional 
environmental health programme could be useful, comparing and contrasting with other regions, and 
noting factors that have contributed to success. Some participants felt that such a report should be 
produced in parallel with the development of a regional strategy and that the strategy should be 
drafted for endorsement by the Regional Committee in 2016. 

Suggestions on content of the regional strategy included: 

• Objective of the strategy/framework 

• Identify priorities 

• Mechanisms for funding 

• Guidance on partnerships (within the health sector and outside the health sector) 

• Capacity-building for environmental and occupational health 

• Timelines and commitments 

• Relation between regional framework and NEHAPs 

• Role of WHO collaborating centres 
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• Groupings of countries 

• Science-based policy development 

• Links to SDGs 

2.3 Vision for the Regional Forum beyond 2016 

Mr Khew Swee Lian, Technical Officer, Health and the Environment Unit, WHO Regional Office for 
the Western Pacific, presented a brief history of the Regional Forum on Environment and Health in 
Southeast and East Asian Countries. The policy advisers agreed that the Regional Forum has been 
successful in promoting development of environmental health programmes at national level. 
Countries have made significant progress in strengthening coordination between the health and 
environment sector. However, sustainable financing of the Regional Forum has been a significant and 
unresolved challenge. Meeting expenses have generally been sustained by the joint WHO/UNEP 
Secretariat and by contributions from host countries. However, most planned activities of the thematic 
working groups have not been implemented due to lack of funds. Moreover, decisions of the Regional 
Forum lack political endorsement by WHO regional committees and this limits country 
responsibilities for implementing and reporting. 

Mr Thompson reviewed NEHAP processes in Africa, Asia and Europe. Regional processes in all 
three regions have strongly driven the development of NEHAPs in Member States. NEHAPs were 
found to be highly effective in the European Region for accelerating the pace of integrated health and 
environment policy development. A key factor contributing to that success was strongly functioning 
information systems that enabled effective monitoring, evaluation and reporting which, in turn, 
generated political and budgetary support for environmental health programmes. Countries of the 
African Region use a two-step process, equivalent to NEHAP, which begins with a situation analysis 
and needs assessment and proceeds to the development of national plans of joint action. Both regional 
offices supply written guidelines, developed jointly with UNEP, to guide countries in the development 
and implementation of NEHAPs.  

Dr Kriesel presented the European Environment and Health Process. Since 1989 the process is to 
provide ministries of health and of environment with a unique platform to define regional priorities 
and identify best ways of working together to address major determinants of health. The WHO 
European Centre for Environment and Health provides the key scientific and technical capacity to 
assist countries in implementing the work mandated by the ministerial conferences. The Fifth 
Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health, in 2010, resulted in a set of general commitments 
and time-limited targets on water, sanitation, air pollution, chemical safety and safe, active living. 

The policy advisers noted that while the Regional Forum could ideally emulate the European 
Ministerial Forum, there are fundamental issues that affect the legitimacy and operation of the 
Regional Forum. While the outcomes of the European Ministerial Conference are endorsed by the 
Regional Committee for Europe, the Regional Forum in Southeast and East Asian Countries involves 
countries of two WHO regions. This complicates political endorsement. The policy advisers felt that 
the joint Secretariat of WHO Western Pacific Region, South-East Asia Region and UNEP had been 
ineffective in jointly administering the flow of operations and reporting mechanisms. In contrast, in 
the European Region the whole institutional framework is serviced by WHO Regional Office for 
Europe in close cooperation with the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and UNEP’s 
Regional Office for Europe. 

Participants considered the added value and impact of the Regional Forum. The right institutions need 
to attend the Regional Forum, invitees may extend beyond ministries of environment and health. 
Environmental health issues are frequently beyond the scope of ministries of environment. For 
example, in some countries, the health sector needs to engage with the rural or infrastructure sectors 
to advocate the health-related aspects of water quality. For outdoor air quality, the health sector needs 
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to engage with the environment, energy and transport sectors. As such, depending on the issue or 
theme, the Regional Forum should be a meeting of the health sector and any other relevant sectors.  

In discussion on the SDGs, the policy advisers agreed that their environmental health targets should 
be at the core of the regional strategy. The endorsement of the SDGs by all United Nations Member 
States at the highest political level facilitates the participation of all Member States of the two WHO 
regions in the Regional Forum. 

Linking the Regional Forum to the SDGs would have the additional advantage of broad multisectoral 
governmental support and the support of other partners. The official link with the proposed regional 
strategy and the Regional Committee would provide the Regional Forum with a legitimate platform or 
mandate. 

To integrate fully the environment sector into the Regional Forum, all states covered by UNEP ROAP 
would need to join. This would mean that the Regional Forum would constitute 51 members, 
including 37 countries and areas from WHO's Western Pacific Region, 11 from the South-East Asia 
Region and three from the Eastern Mediterranean Region.  

The policy advisers acknowledged the administrative and managerial difficulty of sustaining such a 
large grouping (notwithstanding challenges already faced by the Secretariat), but felt convinced that 
Member States would benefit from this proposed action. They considered two options for the structure 
of the Regional Forum, taking into consideration governance, administrative support from the 
secretariat and the viability and sustainability of the financial mechanism.  

Option A: Immediately expand the Regional Forum membership to include all countries under UNEP 
ROAP. These are 37 countries and areas of the Western Pacific Region, 11 countries of the South-
East Asia Region and three countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region (Afghanistan, Iran and 
Pakistan). France and the United States of America may also be invited to join in light of their Pacific 
jurisdictions (Figure 1). 

Figure 1. Option A for the process of the Regional Forum  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Regional Forum 

(the Western Pacific Region/the South-East Asia Region/UNEP) 

14 countries 

37 Western Pacific Region 

countries/areas 

+ France 

11 South-East Asia Region 

countries 

3 Eastern Mediterranean Region countries 
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Option B: A step-by-step plan for a migration towards two separate regional fora, one for the South-
East Asia Region and the other for the Western Pacific Region countries (see Figure 2).1   
The overarching goal of the new regional entities would be based on the SDG environmental health 
targets.  

Figure 2. Option B for the process of the Regional Forum  

 

The policy advisers favoured Option B which would evolve towards two separate regional fora, one 
for each WHO region.  

2.4 Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the Regional Forum  

The Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the Regional Forum in 2016 would be a crucial milestone in the 
proposed migration to two regional fora, as illustrated in Option B above. In that scenario, the Fourth 
Ministerial Meeting of the Regional Forum would involve all the Member States of WHO's South-
East Asia and Western Pacific regions and the three additional countries under UNEP-ROAP, for a 
total of 51 countries and areas. The event would be multisectoral and focus on the SDG targets related 
to health and the environment. The Fourth Ministerial Meeting would include in its agenda the 
adoption of two separate regional fora. If this idea were to be accepted, a Regional Committee agenda 
item could be proposed in 2017 for the establishment of the Regional Forum on Health and 
Environment for the Western Pacific. 

3. CLOSING 

In closing, Dr Hassan expressed satisfaction that the meeting had achieved its objectives. He hoped 
that the participants had benefited from the discussions and thanked them for their valuable 
contributions. Dr Hassan assured the meeting that communication would continue with the 
Government of the Philippines on hosting the 2016 Ministerial Meeting of the Regional Forum and 
with the Government of Indonesia on the Eighth High-Level Meeting of the Regional Forum to be 
held on 9–12 November in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

                                                      

1 The decision to establish a separate Regional Forum for South-East Asia would be beyond the scope and 
responsibility of WHO Western Pacific Region and entirely at the discretion of WHO South-East Asia Region. 
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Professor Hong thanked the group for nominating him as representative to the Scientific Panel of the 
Regional Forum. He was pleased with the recommendations produced by the meeting and he hoped 
for another successful meeting of the policy advisers in 2016. 

 

4. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

4.1 Conclusions 

(1) Proposed regional strategy: 

• A draft regional strategy on health and the environment for the Western Pacific Region 
(2017–2021) is to be prepared. The regional strategy is to be consistent with the SDGs 
and their targets on environment and health. This linkage would bring new political and 
technical relevance to NEHAPs. 

 

• A background paper (based on the experience of the European Ministerial Conferences on 
Environment and Health) will also be produced. This paper will provide an overview of 
ways to overcome barriers to effective multisectoral action and cooperation on 
environmental health. 
 

(2) Proposed direction for the Regional Forum on Environment and Health: 

• To open participation to all Member States of the WHO South-East Asia and Western 
Pacific regions for the 2016 ministerial meeting which is scheduled prior to the sixty-
seventh session of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific in 2016. 

 
To explore the possibility of new governance mechanisms and the possibility of two 
separate regional fora on environment and health, one for the WHO South-East Asia 
Region and the other for WHO Western Pacific Region to be convened in 2019. It is 
proposed that the two fora be institutionalized through their respective regional 
committees.  
 

(3) On governance of the Regional Forum, there are fundamental issues relating to legitimacy and 

operations: 

• The governance of the Regional Forum involving countries of two WHO regions poses 
challenges in securing political endorsement and moving from consensus to action.2 The 
joint Secretariat of the UNEP and WHO regional offices for South-East Asia and the 
Western Pacific were found to face many limitations in achieving optimal management, 
administration and operational goals. 

 

                                                      

2 In contrast, the outcomes of the European Ministerial Conferences on Environment and Health are endorsed to 
the health sector by the Regional Committee for Europe. This makes implementation and reporting on the 
outcomes a mandated responsibility. The institutional framework is serviced by WHO Regional Office for 
Europe in cooperation with the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and UNEP’s 
Regional Office for Europe. 
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• Most Regional Forum activities are hampered by lack of financial support. The thematic 
working groups (TWGs) of Member State representatives are intended to work on 
specific issues such as air quality, water, sanitation and hygiene, climate change and 
health impact assessment, and provide the technical values of the Regional Forum. 
However, most of the planned TWG activities have not been implemented due to lack of 
funds. The original vision of country self-funding and chairing of specific TWGs has not 
been realized. 
 

(4) Participants noted the remarks by the Regional Director for the Western Pacific and the Director, 
Programme Management, concerning the added value and impact of the Regional Forum on action in 
countries. Relevant institutions need to attend the Regional Forum. Decisions are frequently beyond 
the scope of ministries of environment and health. For example, in some countries, the health sector 
needs to engage with the rural or infrastructure sectors to advocate health-related aspects of water 
quality. For outdoor air quality, the health sector needs to engage the environment, energy and 
transport sectors. The Regional Forum has the potential to convene any sector relevant to the agenda. 

4.2 Recommendations 

4.2.1 Recommendations for Member States 

(1) To develop a regional strategy on health and the environment for the Western Pacific Region 
2017–2021 considering: 

(i) The objective of the regional strategy should be to strengthen the integration of health and 
environment policy, particularly between the ministries of health and environment and 
other relevant sectors of Member States in the Region. 

 
(j) The strategy should assist Member States in achieving the environmental health targets of 

the SDGs.  
 
(k) The strategy should include guidance on legislation, policy, regulations and enforcement 

of measures to achieve sustainable development. 
 

(l) The role of the health sector in the use of data for advocacy and policy through advances 
in technology for collection, analysis and management of national and local 
environmental health information systems is crucial to establish policies, communication 
and local action.  

 
(m) The health and environment priorities of the regional strategy should address the needs of 

groups of countries, (conforming to socioeconomic, historical and cultural and geographic 
factors). Proposed groupings are: Northeast Asia (China, Japan, Mongolia and the 
Republic of Korea), Southeast Asia (members of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations), Pacific island countries, and Australia and New Zealand.  

 
(n) The proposed strategy should articulate opportunities and entry points with other regional 

programmes to strengthen support to countries. This might include effectively engaging 
with environmental authorities, as well as productive sectors such as energy and transport. 
Emphasis should also be placed on enhancing global and regional advocacy and 
networking initiatives in relation to climate change, children and environment, and air 
quality. 
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(o) The regional strategy should highlight successful experiences at different levels with the 
settings approach and should be based on a rigorous evaluation of previous work, 
particularly in water and sanitation. 

 
(p) The strategy should propose practical links with other regional health programmes, to 

strengthen the capacity of national health authorities in effectively engaging with 
environment authorities and productive sectors such as energy, transport, and to support 
environmental health-enhancing global and regional advocacy and networking initiatives. 

4.2.1 Recommendations for WHO Secretariat 

(4) To develop a background situation analysis document in parallel with a draft regional strategy. 
 

(5) To consider an agenda item on regional strategy on environment and health for the sixty-
seventh session of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific in 2016. 
 

(6) As joint Secretariat of the Regional Forum, the Regional Office for the Western Pacific will 
update the agenda of the Eighth High Level Officials Meeting on Environment and Health in 
Southeast and East Asian Countries, to be held in Jakarta, Indonesia in November 2015, as 
follows: 

 
(c) To recommend that, in 2016, the Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the Regional Forum be 

open to the participation of all Member States of the South-East Asia and Western Pacific 
regions, and additional countries under the UNEP Regional Office for Asia Pacific, for a 
total of 51 countries and areas. 
 

(d) To include in the agenda of the Regional Forum on Environment and Health, in 2016, a 
recommendation for the regional committees of South-East Asia and the Western Pacific 
to consider distinct and regional forum activities for the two regions in 2019. 

4.2.3  Other recommendations 

Other recommendations were to nominate Professor Yun-Chul Hong to represent the Western Pacific 
Region in the Scientific Panel of the Regional Forum; and to include a representative each from 
Australia, China, the Philippines and Pacific island countries to join the pool of the Western Pacific 
Region policy advisers. 
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Annex 2. Agenda 

 

First Meeting of the Western Pacific RegionO Policy Advisers on Environment and Health 
19–21 August 2015, Manila, Philippines 

 

 

1. Opening 
 
2. Overview of regional and environmental health programme in the Western Pacific Region 
 
3. Proposed future direction of environmental health in the WHO Regional Office  
for the Western Pacific 
 
4. Regional Framework for Health and Environment 2017-2021 
 
5. Updates and future work plan of the Regional Forum on Environment and Health 
 
6. Recommendations for the Western Pacific RegionO Policy Advisors on Environment and 
Health 
 
7. Closing 
  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Annex 3. Programme of activities 

First Meeting of the Western Pacific Region Policy Advisers on Environment and Health 
19–21 August 2015, Manila, Philippines 

Day 1: 19 August 2015  

 
All the Western Pacific Region Policy Advisors on Environment and Health will attend as observers 
in Day 3 of the "2015 Division of NCD and Health through the Life-Course Annual Network 
Meeting"  

 

Day 2: 20 August 2015 

 

Time Activity Responsible person/s 

08:30–09:00 Welcome remarks Dr Nasir Hassan, Coordinator, Health 
and the Environment, WHO Regional 
Office for the Western Pacific 

   
 Opening remarks Dr Shin Young-soo, WHO Regional 

Director for the Western Pacific 

 Introduction of participants  
   
09:00–09:30 Informal brainstorming on expected outcomes of 

the meeting 
 

   
09:30–10:00 Group photo and coffee break  

   
10:10–10:10 Objectives of the meeting Dr Nasir Hassan 
   

10:10–10:20 Environmental health challenges in the  
Western Pacific and impact on health through 
the life-course: DNH Mandate 

Dr Susan Mercado, Director, Division 
of NCD and Health through the Life-
Course (DNH), WHO Regional Office 
for the Western Pacific 

   

10:20–10:40 Overview of regional and national 
environmental health programme in the Western 
Pacific Region 

Dr Nasir Hassan 

 
10:40–12:00 Discussion on thematic areas and setting 

priorities in environmental health for the 
Region 

Facilitated by Dr Susan Mercado and  

Dr Nasir Hassan 

 • Environmental health challenges  
in the Pacific 

• Unfinished agenda in environmental health 

• Climate change/disasters and emergencies 

• Emerging issues 

 

   
12:00 –13:00 Lunch at Al Fresco)  
   
13:00–13:45 Proposed future direction of environmental 

health in the WHO Regional Office for the 
Western Pacific 

Facilitated by Dr Susan Mercado 



 

 

 

 

   
 Burden of disease Professor Yun-Chul Hong,  

WHO Temporary Adviser 
   
 Health and the Environment programmes in 

other WHO regions 
Dr Wilfried Kreisel,  
WHO Temporary Adviser 
 
Mr Terrence Thompson,  
WHO Consultant 
 
Mr Alexander von Hildebrand,  
Technical Officer, Health and the 
Environment, WHO Regional Office for 
the Western Pacific 

   
 The sustainable development goals Dr Susan Mercado 

   
13:45–14:15 Open forum  
   
14:15–15:00 Prioritization workshop: What matter and what 

can we change 
Dr Susan Mercado 

   
15:00–15:15 Coffee break  

 
15:15–17:00 Regional Framework for Health and 

Environment 2017–2021 
Facilitated by Dr Nasir Hassan 

   

 Mapping of environmental health related WHO 
resolutions during past 20 years 

Mr Jungsub Yeom, Technical Officer, 
Health and the Environment, WHO 
Regional Office for the Western Pacific 

 Brainstorm about what should be in the 
Regional Framework 

 

   

17:30–19:00 Reception at Al Fresco  

   

Day 3: 21 August 2015 
 
08:30–09:00 Summary of Day 2 meeting Mr Terrence Thompson 
   
09:00–09:30 Updates and future work plan of the  

Regional Forum on Environment and Health 
Dr Nasir Hassan 
Mr Terrence Thompson 
Ir Khew Swee Lian, Technical Officer, 
Health and the Environment, WHO 
Regional Office for the Western Pacific 

   
09:30–10:30 How can we make the Regional Forum 

functional? How can we develop effective roles 
and functions for the Chair of the Regional 
Forum? 

Datuk Dr Lokman Hakim bin Sulaiman, 
WHO Temporary Adviser 

   
 How environmental health functions in Japan? Professor Reiko Kishi,  

WHO Temporary Adviser 



 

 

 

 

   
 The WHO Regional Office in Europe has a 

separate Ministerial Meeting on Environment 
and Health platform. How is the platform being 
financed and operated? What is the structure of 
governance? 

Dr Wilfried Kreisel 

   
 How environmental health functions in the 

Republic of Korea? 
Professor Yun-Chul Hong 

   
10:30–10:45 Coffee break  

   
10:45–11:15 What is the vision for the Regional Forum? Dr Susan Mercado 
   
11:45–12:00 Prioritizing items for the agenda of the Regional 

Forum 
Dr Nasir Hassan/ Ir Khew Swee Lian 

   
12:00–13:00 Lunch break  
   
13:00–15:00 Mechanism to improve the effectiveness of the 

Regional Forum on: 

• Governance 

• Partnerships and achievement 

• Sustainable financial mechanism 

• Expanding the membership of the Regional 
Forum 

 

   
15:00–15:15 Coffee break  

   
15:15–16:00 Updates on the Fourth Ministerial Regional 

Forum in 2016 
Dr Nasir Hassan/ Ir Khew Swee Lian 

 Discussion  
   
16:00–16:45 Recommendations from the Western Pacific 

Region Policy Advisors 
 

   
16:45–17:00 Closing remarks Dr Susan Mercado 
   

Dr Takeshi Kasai, Director, Programme 
Management, Regional Office for the 
Western Pacific 
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