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BACKGROUND 

 

The Regional Workshop of National Focal Point Librarians on the Global Health Library held 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 23-25 May 2005 recommended the creation of a regional index 
medicus as one of the strategies to promote the accessibility and availability of relevant health 
information published in medical journals produced in Member States of WPRO which are not 
indexed in international health literature databases such as MEDLINE/PubMed.  The index was 
named WPRIM to mean “Western Pacific Region Index Medicus”.  This has been identified as a 
priority project such that a volunteer professional from the Republic of Korea visited WPRO for one 
month in January 2006 to lay the groundwork and roadmap for its creation.  Meetings on the 
activities and strategies to start and sustain the project were made with concerned information 
professionals from the Philippine Department of Health, the Philippine Council for Health Research 
and Development, the University of the Philippines Manila, as well as professionals from the Korean 
Association of Medical Journal Editors (KAMJE) and several editors of medical journals in the 
Philippines.  One important activity is to screen the journals to ensure high quality health information 
in the regional index medicus.  A regional association of medical journal editors could be established 
to facilitate the accreditation process of journals.. 

The Informal Consultation is organized by the KMS Focal Point, in collaboration with the 
TRM unit which supports the attendance of seven medical journal editors from China, Japan, and 
Republic of Korea.  TRM`s support has been elicited by the desire to include traditional medicine 
journals in the regional index. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

 An informal consultation on the development of the Western Pacific Region Index Medicus 
(WPRIM) was held on 30-31 March 2006 at the WHO Western Pacific Regional Office, Manila.  
The purpose of the consultation was to obtain from the temporary advisers their ideas and 
suggestions on how to develop the quality of the content of the WPRIM and its subsequent 
maintenance. 

 
1.1. Objectives 

 
At the end of the consultation, the participants will have: 
 
(a) drafted the criteria and standards for the selection of journals to be included in WPRIM; 
 
(b) discussed and refined the draft work plan for the development of WPRIM in 2006-2007; 
 
(c) established the Western Pacific Region Peer Review Advisory Group. 

 
 

1.2. Participants 
 

 Medical journal editors, medical librarians and information professionals from 
China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, and the Philippines were invited as  temporary 
advisers.The members of the Secretariat were from WHO WPRO and WHO Representative 
Office in the Philippines. 
 
 The list of temporary advisers and secretariat is shown in Annex 1. 
 

1.3. Opening ceremony 
 
  Mr Charles P. Raby, Knowledge Management Focal Point, WHO Regional Office for 
the Western Pacific, introduced Dr Richard Nesbit, Director, Programme Management (DPM), who 
delivered the opening remarks.  The temporary advisers and secretariat were requested by DPM to 
introduce themselves.  After the introduction, DPM suggested the names of the temporary advisers to 
be appointed as Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, and Rapporteur.  Photo session followed after the 
designation of the officers. 
 

1.4. Appointment of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Rapporteur 
 
 The following were appointed as officers: 
 

Chair:   Ms. Merlita M. Opeña 
   Division Chief 
  Research Information Communication   
  Utilization Programme (RICUP) 
  Philippne Council for Health Research and Development 
  Taguig City, Philippines. 
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 Vice-Chair: Prof. Seo Jeong-Wook 
    Director 
   Seoul National University Medical Library 
   Seoul, Republic of Korea. 
 
 Rapporteur: Ms. Charity L. Tan 
   Chief, Knowledge Management Division 
   Infomration Management Service 
   Department of Health 
   Manila, Philippines. 

 
2. PROCEEDINGS 

 
2.1. Brief Discussion on the Global Health Library and the WPRIM Project 

 
 The Global Health Library (GHL) initiative of WHO was briefly discussed by Mr. Charles P. 
Raby, Knowledge Management Focal Point, WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific.  He 
presented the various components of GHL such as the Global Index Medicus, World Directory of 
Health Libraries and Librarians, HINARI and the Mobile Libraries, like the Blue Trunk Library 
(BTL) and HIV/AIDS Knowledge Case projects.  He also showed to the group the website of the 
Global Health Library and pointed out that among the WHO Regional Offices, WPRO and EURO 
have yet to come up with their own regional index medici; hence, the rationale for developing the 
Western Pacific Region Index Medicus (WPRIM) project. 
 
 Mr. Julio Dizon, Jr., Administrative Officer (LIB), WHO Regional Office for the Western 
Pacific, presented a brief background of the WPRIM project and enumerated the past, ongoing, and 
future activities related to the project, such as: 
 

• Assessment of the capabilities of member states of WHO/WPRO to develop their national 
index medici and join the regional index medicus project; 

• Volunteer work of a professional from the Republic of Korea who visited WPRO for one 
month and laid down the groundwork for the initiation of the regional index medicus; 

• Creation of a virtual community, named Global Health Library Western Pacific Working 
Group, where WPRO core group members can discuss or post any issues on the WPRIM 
project; 

• Meetings were held between the potential partners from the Republic of Korea and the 
Philippines and, later on, among the Philippine partners themselves to discuss some issues 
regarding their participation to the WPRIM project; 

• The WPRIM pilot web site has been hosted in the WPRO server where the customized 
KoreaMed software and KOMCI are installed, using Linux as the operating system. 

• The WPRIM concept paper and workplan for 2006-2007 had been drafted, subject to further 
discussion for improvement. 

 
2.2. Report on the Development of the Index Medicus Asia Pacific and Union List of Medical 
Journals  
 
 Ms. Lourdes David, Director, Rizal Library, Ateneo de Manila University, presented the 
goals and specific objectives, strategies, results and recommendations of the study she conducted on 
the Development of the Index Medicus and Union List of Medical Journals in the Asia Pacific.  The 
specific objectives of her study were: 1) to identify medical and health journals for inclusion in the 
regional index, 2) to determine the willingness and capability of the member states to participate in 
such an activity, 3) to identify member states that have existing databases on health information, and, 
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4) to evaluate the systems being used against the international standards for bibliographic format and 
exchange.  
 

Based on her survey, the member states, in general, like to have a regional index medicus but 
there are also some member states that think otherwise for some reasons. Other finding is that the 
Philippines and the Republic of Korea are willing to work together for the development of the WPRO 
index medicus and help other member countries to participate in this venture.  

 
Ms. David recommended that a pilot study be conducted to evaluate the performance of the 

system from KoreaMed using the data from HERDIN and the server at WHO WPRO. If the system is 
running well in the pilot test, other member states will be assisted in creating their national index 
medicus and union list, using the system, and eventually all national indexes and union list of serials 
in the region will be nerged. She also suggested forming a team that will oversee the development and 
maintenance of the regional index medicus and extend further assistance to member states in 
automating their libraries, using open source software. 

 
2.3. Report on Philippine Activities Related to WPRIM 
 

Ms. Merlita Opeña, Division Chief, Research Information, Communication, and Utilization 
Programme (RICUP), of the Philippine Council for Health Research and Development (PCHRD) 
gave a presentation on the activities being done in the Philippines related to WPRIM. She mentioned 
that there are two national indexing databases in the country, namely, the Health Research and 
Development Information Network or HERDIN (in CD and online- http://www.herdin.ph ) produced 
by PCHRD and the Philippine Index Medicus (print and online – http://pimedicus.upm.edu.ph) 
produced by the University of the Philippines, Manila. The Philippines has also an existing National 
Union List of Periodicals, both in print and online, produced by the Medical and Health Librarians 
Association of the Philippines (MAHLAP). The print version covers journals published in 1900-1995 
while the online version covers the journals published from 1996 to the present. 

 
She also talked about journal publishing in the country. She said that out of the 104 titles of 

medical and health journals published in the Philippines only 38 titles come out regularly. This is due 
to the fact that publishers are faced with issues such as lack of quality articles to publish, high cost of 
publishing a journal, and the need for a peer-review system.  

 
Ms. Opeña concluded that the Philippines is ready and willing to participate in the WPRIM 

project for the following reasons: there are candidate journals for inclusion in WPRIM, there are 
existing databases, both bibliographic and full-text, there is the desire of the publishers and journal 
editors to improve the quality of their publications, and the Philippine working groups have been 
identified to work with WPRIM.  

 
2.4.  Introduction on the Creation of a Western Pacific Regional Peer-Review Advisory Group 

 
Dr. Jeong-Wook Seo, Director, Seoul National University Medical Library, started his 

presentation by giving an overview of the objectives and historical background of some well-
established international associations of medical/health and science editors around the world, just to 
provide the group an idea on how to go about with the proposed Western Pacific Regional Peer-
Review Advisory Group. He mentioned several associations like the World Association of Medical 
Editors (WAME, http://www.wame.org), Eastern Mediterranean Association of Medical Journal 
Editors (EMAME, http://www.emro.who.int/emame), Forum for African Medical Editors 
(FAME), European Association of Science Editors (EASE, http://www.ease.org.uk), Asia Pacific 
Association of Science Editors (APSEA), and International Committee of Medical Journal Editors 
(ICMJE, http://www.icmje.org).  He also mentioned national associations like the Korean 
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Association of Medical Journal Editors (KAMJE, http://www.kamje.or.kr) and Finnish Association 
of Science Editors and Journalists (FASEJ). 

 
After discussing briefly the background of the different associations, Dr. Seo presented the 

draft objectives, organizational structure and activities of the proposed Western Pacific Region Peer-
Review Advisory Group. 

 
2.5.  Presentation on the Methodologies, Guidelines/Standards for the Peer-Review of Medical 

Journals and Suggestions on the Establishment of WPRIM (by editors from, China, Japan, 
Korea, and Philippines) 

 
China 
  
 Prof. Wu Lan-cheng, from the Institute of Information China Academy of Chinese Medical 
Sciences, provided some insights for the establishment of index medicus in the Western Pacific 
Region. She presented a brief history of the U.S. Index Medicus and pointed out some important 
criteria of the National Library Medicine in selecting journals to be indexed in MEDLINE or Index 
Medicus. For the WPRIM project, she suggested that, at the preparatory stage, a Literature Selection 
Technical Review Committee be established to work out the criteria for selection of journals, and 
there should be a listing of biomedical journals published in each member states of the Western 
Pacific Region. She also enumerated several ideas critical to the development of WPRIM. 
 
 Prof. Wu also informed the group that there are about 1,000 biomedical journals published in 
China and 75 of these are indexed in MEDLINE. She further stated that there are two major 
bibliographic databases in her country produced by two academic institutions. One is biomedical 
journal database or the CBMDISC and the other one is the Traditional Medicine journal database or 
TCMLARS. 
 
Japan 
 
 Mr. Hayato Toyotama, Director, System Division, NPO Japan Medical Abstract Society, 
reported on the “Current Status of Database of Health Japanese Abstracts/Articles”.  According to his 
report, there are about 2,000 journals published in Japan annually. Half of these journals are 
published by medical/health societies and the other half are by commercial publishers. Only 7% are 
in English, 23% both in English and Japanese and 70% are purely in Japanese .  There are 146 titles 
listed in Index Medicus. Some of the journals are available online. Japan has also three major 
indexing and abstracting databases for medical/health journals: the ICHU-SHI WEB of the Japan 
Medical Abstracts Society (JAMAS), JMEDICINE (J-STAGE II) of the Japan Science and 
Technology Agency (JST), and the Iyaku Search of Japan Pharmaceutical Information Center 
(JAPIC). Mr. Toyotama also mentioned that JAMAS thesaurus has a link to MeSH at concept level.  
 
 On the other hand Dr. Kiichiro Tsutani, Professor, Department of Pharmacoeconomics, 
Graduate School of Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of Tokyo gave a presentation on criteria to 
be considered for selection of journals for inclusion in WPRIM, especially for journals containing 
clinical research or clinical trials. He proposed the use of clinical trial register and the use of 
guidelines for specific study design such as CONSORT statement, both of which already appeared in 
the February 2006 version of Uniform Requirements for Manuscript (Vancouver style) of ICMJE. He 
also proposed step-wise approach in criteria development. 
 
Korea, Republic of 
 
 Dr. Jeong-wook Seo, Director, Seoul National University Medical Library, presented the 
methodologies, guidelines and standards for the peer-review of medical journals in the Republic of 
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Korea. He explained in detail the process and the scoring system they used in the evaluation and 
review of the medical journals for inclusion in KoreaMed. He said that the Committee for Planning 
and Evaluation of KAMJE does review sessions two to three times a year, depending on the number 
of journal titles submitted for evaluation. 
 
Philippines 
 
 Dr. Jose Ma. C. Avila, Editor-In-Chief, Acta Medica Philippina, College of Medicine, 
University of the Philippines (UP), Manila, presented the peer review system of Acta Medica 
Philippina. He said that  Acta Medica Philippina has been peer reviewed only last year (2005). His 
presentation included: the selection process of articles for review, the peer review procedures, the 
qualities and numbers of reviewers and other details after the articles have been reviewed.  He 
commented that, so far, the current peer review system is doing well. He further stated that, in the 
future, the need to involve alumni abroad and international reviewers for the peer review pool might 
be necessary and an online open system for peer review may also be useful. He also pointed out that 
incentives must be given if the culture of research and publication in the Philippines is to flourish.  
 
 Dr. Arnold Yu, Editor-in-Chief, Journal of the Philippine Medical Association (JPMA), gave 
a brief discussion about the Philippine Medical Association (PMA) including the future plans of  the 
Association and their publication, the JPMA.  He said that to upgrade the quality of the papers or the 
articles of the journal, these must be peer reviewed. According to him, peer reviewed articles assure 
the readers high quality and reliability or credibility of scientific information being published. 
 
2.6.  Group presentation 
  

 Group 1:   to discuss and draft the selection criteria of journals to be included in WPRIM. 
Members of the group were: Dr. Eom Dongmyung of Korea Institute of Oreintal Medicine, Ms. 
Rosa Gonzales (Rapporteur) and Ms. Charity Tan, of the Philippine Department of Health, Prof. 
Kiichiro Tsutani (Facilitator) of the University of Tokyo, Prof. Wu Lan-cheng of China 
Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, and Dr. Arnold Yu of the Philippine Medical 
Association. 
 
Summary of their discussion on the selection criteria for journals 
 
 Journal Selection Technical Review Committee (JSTRC) shall consider the following items 
in selecting journals for inclusion in WPRIM:  
•  Correction of errata,   
•  Opportunity for comments  
•  Categories of papers (Research, Clinical/practice, Review, General), 
•  Weight on original paper 
• Instruction for authors (editorial policy, conflict of interest, bioethics including CTR, 

reporting guidelines : CONSORT/RCT, STARD/diagnosis, QUORUM/systematic reviews & 
meta analysis, STROBE/ observational, MOOSE/MA of epidemiology).  
 
Journals that do not conform to the criteria will be given a year to improve the quality of their 
journal.  The group also gave a time frame for Union List of  Journals (end of June 2006), 
Union Screening (end of September 2006). 

 
Group II:   to discuss the creation of Western Pacific  Region Peer Review Advisory Group. 
Members of the group were: Ms. Aida Aracap of the Philippine Department of Health, Dr. Jose 
Ma. Avila (Facilitator) of the University of the Philippines, Ms.Teresa Dugenia of the 
University of the Philippines (Manila), Prof. Kim Dong-woo of Kyungwon University, Republic 
of Korea, Prof. Seo Jeong-wook of Seoul National University, and Prof. Zou Jian-hua of China 
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Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences. 
 
Summary of their presentation on the draft organization of a Peer Review Advisory 
Group. 

 The Peer Review Group shall be named “Asia Pacific Association of Medical Editors 
(APAME). The objectives are the following:  
 

• Co-operation and communication between editors in Asia Pacific region  
• Editorial professionalism through education, self-criticism and self-governance  
• Promote international indexing 
• Increase utilization of health information 
• Continuing education for editors through regular conferences or courses.  
The Association shall form two committees:  

• Committee for Editorial Policy and Evaluation  
•  Committee on Ethics and Education/Training. 

 
2.7  Decisions 

 
 On the last session, the participants reached the following decisions in relation to WPRIM. 

 
a. that certain standards should be observed for the selection of journals to be included in 
WPRIM and that there should be flexibility in applying the criteria because some member 
countries may not be able to meet them at the start. 
 
Minimum criteria: 
 
• Journal has to be peer-reviewed, either internally or externally;  
• Must be regularly published, at least two issues per year. Initially, if the journal has only 

one (1) issue per year, it will be accepted; however, it will be enjoined to increase its 
frequency to two issues in the succeeding year; 

• Quality of instruction to authors should be reviewed and accepted by country WPRIM 
focal person when not translated into English.  

• The subject of the journal should be on health and biomedical. 
 

b. Identification of country focal persons or focal teams for WPRIM. It is very critical that 
focal persons or teams be identified to ensure that WPRIM activities be undertaken in said 
countries. The country focal person will be responsible for screening the journals, 
advocating WPRIM, as well as other responsibilities.  
 
c. Develop capability-building strategy to improve the quality of health information 
production and utilization. Some member counties may need technical assistance in 
developing its research and journal productions. 
 
d. Pre-screening of journals shall be undertaken at country level and final screening at 
regional level.  
 
e. Establish the Asia Pacific Association of Medical Editors (APAME) whose officers will 
be nominated and selected from the Member States of WPRO. All medical editors present in 
the meeting will be members. A charter for APAME will be formulated. 

 
f. There will be a meeting in October 2006, with China as host. Members and focal persons 
are enjoined to secure their own funding for the activity. 
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g. A full-time person must facilitate and coordinate the establishment and development of 
WPRIM.  

 
3. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
• Establish a WPRIM community of practice at the IBP WPRIM site. As a start, all the 

participants will be invited to be members of the IBP site. A workgroup e-mail will also 
be formed for WPRIM. Relevant files and information will be channeled through this site. 
 

• To familiarize themselves with journals from member countries, participants from each 
country will submit 5 or more different journals (1 copy each) to WPRO for posting at the 
IBP site for members to browse or download.  
 

• To formulate a charter for WPRIM. The charter shall document the objectives and goals 
of WPRIM and will also include the roles, responsibilities and expectations from its 
member countries and WHO.  
 

• Each country should form a journal screening committee that will screen the journal at the 
country level. The WHO Western Pacific Regional Office should form a temporary 
screening committee for journal selection so that IT team can start uploading into the 
journal database. 

• IT team of the WHO Western Pacific Regional Office should continue to modify the 
software for WPRIM.  Training for an IT staff and a library staff from WPRO on the 
management and maintenance of the WPRIM database is necessary. 
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          ANNEX 1 

LIST OF TEMPORARY ADVISERS,  
AND SECRETARIAT 

1. TEMPORARY ADVISERS 

    Ms Aida Aracap 
    Librarian III 
    Department of Health 
    Manila, Philippines 
    Tel. (632) 7427459 
    Fax. (632) 7116744 
    E-mail: library@doh.gov.ph 

    Dr Jose Ma. C. Avila 
    Editor-in-Chief, Acta Medica Philippina 
    College of Medicine 
    University of the Philippines 
    Manila, Philippines 
    Tel. (632) 5264262 / 5260377 
    Fax. (632) 5264258 
    E-mail: jmcavila@pldtdsl.net 

    Mrs Lourdes David 
    Director, Rizal Library 
    Ateneo de Manila University 
    Quezon City, Philippines 
    Tel. (632) 4266001 loc. 5800/5801 
    Fax. (632) 4265961 
    E-mail: ltdavid@ateneo.edu 

    Mrs Theresa P. Dugenia 
    University Librarian 
    University of the Philippines Manila 
    547 P. Gil St., Ermita 
    Manila, Philippines 
    Tel/Fax: (632) 5264253 / 5265347 
    E-mail: tdugenia@mail.upm.rdu.ph 

    Dr Eom Dongmyung 
    Responsible researcher 
    Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine 
    Daejeon, Republic of Korea 
    Tel. 82-42-868-9450 
    Fax. 82-42-863-9463 
    E-mail: haksan@kiom.re.kr 
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           Annex 1 

    Ms Rosa Gonzales 
    Officer-in-Charge 
    Health Research Division 
    Department of Health 
    Manila, Philippines 
    Telefax. (632) 7115377  
    E-mail: bbrose35@yahoo.com 

    Ms Maimunah bt Kadir 
  `  Head, Library 
    Hospital Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 
    Jalan Dr Jaacob Latif 
    Bandar Tun Razak, Cheras 
    56000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
    Tel: 60-3-9170 2288 
    Fax. 60-3-9173 8610 
    E-mail: mai@mail.hukm.ukm.my 

    Prof Kim Dong-woo 
    Kyungwon University 
    Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea 
    Tel. 822 425 3456 
    Fax. 822 425 3460 
    E-mail: kidow@hanmail.net 

    Ms Merle Opena 
    Division Chief, Research Information, Communication, 
    and Utilization Programme (RICUP) 
    Philippine Council for Health Research and Development 
    Taguig City, Philippines 
    Tel. (632) 8377537 
    Fax. (632) 8372924 
    E-mail: mmo@ehealth.ph / merlmo9999@hotmail.com 

    Prof Seo Jeong-wook 
    Director 
    Medical Information Center 
    Seoul National University Hospital 
    San 56-1, Sillim-dong, Gwanak-gu 
    Seoul 151-742  
    Republic of Korea 
    Tel: 82-2-19-240-8268 
    Fax: 82-2-740-8080 
    E-mail: jwseo@snu.ac.kr 
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           Annex 1 

    Ms Charity Tan 
    Division Chief, Knowledge Management Division 
    Information Management Service 
    Department of Health 
    Manila, Philippines 
    Tel. (632) 7438301 loc. 1910 
    Fax. (632) 7116744 
    E-mail: chat@doh.gov.ph 

    Mr Hayato Toyotama 
    Director, System Division 
    NPO Japan Medical Abstracts Society 
    2-5-18, Takaido-higashi, Suginami-ku 
    Tokyo, Japan 168-0072 
    Tel. +81-3-3334-7625 
    Fax. +81-3-3334-0467 
    E-mail: toyotama@jamas.or.jp 

    Prof Kiichiro Tsutani 
    Department of Pharmacoeconomics 
    Graduate School of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
    The University of Tokyo 
    7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku 
    Tokyo, 113-0033 
    Japan 
    Tel. +81-3-5841-4828 
    Fax. +81-3-5841-4829 
    E-mail: tsutani-tky@umin.ac.jp 

    Prof Wu Lan-cheng 
    Institute of Information 
    China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences (CACMS) 
    Beijing, People's Republic of China 
    Tel. 64014411-2431 
    Fax. 86-10-64071268 
    E-mail: wulc@mail.cintcm.ac.cn 

    Dr Arnold Yu 
    Editor-in-Chief 
    Journal of the Philippine Medical Association 
    Quezon City, Philippines 
    Tel. (632) 9296366; 3653066 
    Telefax. (632) 364 1857 
    E-mail: acyumla@aedv.es 
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    Prof Zou Jian-hua 
    Department of International Cooperation 
    China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences (CACMS) 
    Beijing, People`s People's Republic of China 
    Telefax. 86-10-64016387 
    E-mail: zoujh2001@sohu.com 

2. SECRETARIAT 

    Mr Charles P. Raby 
    Knowledge Management Focal Point 
    WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific 
    United Nations Avenue 
    1000 Manila, Philippines 
    Tel: (63 2) 528-9983 
    Fax: (63 2) 521-1036 
    E-mail: rabyc@wpro.who.int 

    Dr Choi Seung-Hoon 
    Regional Adviser in Traditional Medicine 
    WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific 
    United Nations Avenue 
    1000 Manila, Philippines 
    Tel: (63 2) 528-9844 
    Fax: (63 2) 521-1036 
    E-mail: chois@wpro.who.int 

    Mr Julio Dizon, Jr. 
    Administrative Officer (LIB) 
    WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific 
    United Nations Avenue 
    1000 Manila, Philippines 
    Tel: (63 2) 528-9840 
    Fax: (63 2) 521-1036 
    E-mail: dizonj@wpro.who.int 

    Ms Lucille Nievera 
    Programme Officer 
    WHO Representative Office  
    in the Philippines 
    National Tuberculosis Centre Building 
    Department of Health 
    San Lazaro Hospital Compound 
    Sta Cruz, Manila, Philippines 
    Tel: (63 2) 528-9769 
    Fax: (63 2) 731-3914 
    E-mail: nieveral@phl.wpro.who.int 
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          ANNEX 2 
 
 
INFORMAL CONSULTATION ON   

 WPR/000/KMI/4.3/001/TRA/2006 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE WESTERN   23 March 2006 
PACIFIC REGION INDEX MEDICUS 
 
Manila, Philipines      ENGLISH ONLY 
30 to 31 March 2006 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Opening ceremony 
 Opening remarks 

 Self-introductions and nomination of officers 

 Objectives, working methods, expected outcome of the meeting 

2. Brief discussion of the Global Health Library Initiative 

3. Brief discussion of the Western Pacific Region Index Medicus Project 

4. Report on the development of the Index Medicus Asia Pacific and the Union List of Medical 

Journals 

5. Report on Philippine Council for Health Research and Development activities related to 

Western Pacific Region Index Medicus development 

6. Report on Department of Health activities related to Western Pacific Region Index Medicus 

development 

7. Introduction on the creation of a Western Pacific Region Peer Review Advisory Group 

8. Presentation and discussion on the methodologies, guidelines and standards for the peer 

review of medical journals by editors from China, Japan, The Republic of Korea, Philippines 

9. Discussion of the methodologies, guidelines and standards for the peer review of journals to 

be included in the Western Pacific Region Index Medicus 

10. Creation of a working group to draft the guidelines and standards 

11. Creation of a Western Pacific Region Peer Review Advisory Group 

12. Creation of a working group to draft the terms of reference of the Western Pacific Region 

Peer Review Advisory Group 
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           Annex 2 

13. Working Group Discussion 

14. Discussion of the draft Workplan for the Development of the Western Pacific Region Index 

Medicus in 2006 – 2007 

15. Planning for the next meeting in August 2006, Seoul, Republic of Korea 

 

 
 

 


