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World Blood Donor Day is an occasion to raise awareness of the need for regular blood donations 

to ensure quality, safety and availability of blood and blood products for patients in need. This 

year we celebrate World Blood Donor Day on 14 June with the theme “Thank you for saving my 

life”.  

Under the slogan “Give freely, give often. Blood donation matters”, World Blood Donor Day 

focuses on thanking blood donors who save lives every day through their blood donations and 

encourages more people all over the world to donate blood voluntarily and regularly. This year’s 

theme emphasizes the critical role that voluntary non-remunerated blood donors play in 

supporting government efforts to ensure availability of safe blood for patients in need. 

 

Transfusion of blood and blood products helps save millions of lives every year. It can help 

patients with life-threatening conditions to live longer and with higher quality of life, and it 

supports complex medical and surgical procedures. It also has an essential, life-saving role in 

maternal and child care and during man-made and natural disasters.  

However, in many countries, demand exceeds supply, and blood services face the challenge of 

making sufficient blood available while also ensuring its quality and safety. In 2012, around 4.2 

million blood donations were collected from all types of blood donors in 11 countries of the 

WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region. In those same countries, approximately 6 million units of 

blood and blood products were transfused. An adequate supply can only be assured through 

regular donations by voluntary unpaid blood donors. WHO’s goal is for all countries to obtain all 

their blood supplies from voluntary unpaid donors by 2020. 

Today, in just 62 countries, national blood supplies are based on or close to 100% voluntary 

unpaid blood donations, with 40 countries still dependent on family donors and even paid donors. 
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In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, the overall percentage of voluntary blood donations in 2012 

was 64%. Based on available data, only two countries have achieved or are very close to 

achieving a blood supply that comes from 100% voluntary non-remunerated blood donations. 

Another two countries have, so far, achieved the target of collecting at least 80% of blood from 

voluntary blood donors. At the same time, we still have three countries that collect less than 25% 

of their blood supplies from voluntary unpaid blood donors. 

Blood donor recruitment is a dynamic process because donors either retire at the stipulated age or 

stop donating blood for various reasons. In order to ensure a sustainable and safe blood supply, 

there is a need to recruit and retain as many young blood donors as possible. Regular blood 

donation promotes safe and healthy lifestyles among the youth. I therefore encourage the youth to 

embrace this humanitarian call to save lives and to live healthy lifestyles. 

Together, we should continue to support their activities through active participation in blood 

donation campaigns and implementation of proven strategies to increase the number of units of 

safe blood collected. 

I urge all countries to continue to work hard to achieve 100% voluntary donation in our Region. 

Functional and effective blood transfusion services are a vital component of any national health 

system, and their contribution to reducing mortality rates have been well documented.  

I wish to thank all blood donors for their generosity and particularly the youth for their 

commitment and support to regional and global efforts to make safe blood available in order to 

save as many lives as possible. 

Last but not least, I would like to reaffirm the continuing commitment of the WHO EMRO 

Region to providing the technical support required for countries to realize this noble objective. 

I wish you a successful commemoration of World Blood Donor Day 2015. 

Thank you 


