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The General Secretariat of the Organization of African Unity is pleased to participate in 
the forty-seventh session of the Regional Committee for Africa. 

The health sector in Aftica is facing increased challenges which have become major 
constraints to delivery of effective health services to communities, especially the vulnerable 
groups. 

The following are examples of challenges facing the health sector: 

stagnation and/or decline of social and economic development adversely affect 
resources allocated to the health sector at a lime when the sector should be 
expanding to coyer ail communities; 

high rates of population growth have led to increased demands on a health sector 
which is not expanding; 

environrnentaJ degradation and pollution make commUDÎties highly vulnerable; 

civil conflicts mitigate any gains in the health sector and make it difficult to 
contain the spread of diseases; 

lack of sustainable food and nutrition security which is the basis of healthy 
comrnUDÎties as weil as persistent hunger and malnutrition in a comrnUDÎty make 
curative medical services ineffective. 

Ali these constraints make the health sector less able to deal with the re-emergence of 
diseases once thought extinct, e.g. tuberculosis, new diseases such as ebola, HIV / AlOS and 
increasing frequency and intensity of malaria and meningitis epidemics. 

Your Excellency,. 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

The condition of the health sector in Africa is not as hopeless as it seems. Individual 
researchers and institutions are busily engaged in finding a cure for malaria, typhoid, HIV/AlDS, 
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etc. It is unfortunate that there is no organized way of documenting ail the things being done to 
improve health in Africa. 

At this stage, the OAU Secretariat expresses its profound gratitude to His Excellency, 
President Nelson Mandela, for spearheading polio immunization in Africa. We are aware that 
child immunization in sorne countries in Africa is higher than in sorne parts of the developed 
world. 

Our Heads of State and Govemment have commined themselves to improving the health 
sector. Such commitments are indicated by the declarations and resolutions which have been 
endorsed in the last few years: These include: 

Harare Declaration on Malaria Prevention and Control (AHGlDecl. 1 (XXXIII)); 

OAU Declarations on HIV/AIDS; and 

Resolutions on nutrition and control of micronutrient deficiencies (IDD, V AD, 
Iron D); 

Since 1995 the OAU Secretariat has made efforts to follow up on the implementation of 
Declarations on HIV/AIDS. 

ln the sarne year a matrix ofreporting was sent to ail Member States. The purpose of the 
matrix was to get information on successes, difficulties and challenges of the implementation 
process. An analysis of the information would be useful in devising bener methods of 
implementation. In addition to the matrix the Secretariat visited four Member States in May and 
June 1997. The visits proved useful in giving an impetus to the implementation process. 
Financial constraints have limited our visilS. Otherwise, we would have liked to visit ail Member 
States within one year. Another major constraint is that responses t'rom Member States are very 
slow. Since 1995, we have had responses t'rom only 17 Member States. 

This year the Secretariat has sent another questionnaire to obtain information on the 
implementation of OAU Resolution on the control of micronutrient deficiencies. 

The questionnaires were sent to Ministries of Foreign Affairs with copies to Ministries 
of Health. 

1 hope that your excellencies and directors of ministries of health will expedite the 
completion of the questionnaires and send them to the OAU Secretariat urgently in order to 
enable us prepare a report for the next Council of Ministers. 

Copies of the Declaration on Malaria and Resolution on Control of Micronutrient 
Deficiencies are available. 
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Your Excellency, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
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ln conclusion, one of the best strategies for strengthening the health sector is a 
reconsideration of the national budgetary allocation process. In most cases, health sector 
expenditure is often assumed to be money for consumption, which discourages savings which 
are essential for economic growth. Consequently, the health sector does not receive adequate 
funding from the national budget. 

We should change that way of thinking and accept that health is an investment (not 
consumption) in the development ofhuman resources. Without a healthy population there cannot 
be inventiveness and productivity. Heavy investments in other sectoTS in a context of persistent 
ill-health, food and nutrition insecurity in a community, will not lead to productivity. 

The OAU Secretariat expresses gratitude to the President and the Government of the 
Republic of South Africa for having accepted to host this meeting. 
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