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Committee В held its first meeting on 6 May 1997 and its second meeting on 7 May 1997 under the 
chairmanship of Dr T. Taitai (Kiribati). On the proposal of the Committee on Nominations,1 Dr M. Saveliev 
(Russian Federation) and Dr S.R. Simkhada (Nepal) were elected Vice-Chairmen and Dr W. Ammar (Lebanon) 
Rapporteur. 

It was decided to recommend to the Fiftieth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached 
resolutions relating to the following agenda items: 

22. Financial matters 

22.1 Interim financial report on the accounts of WHO for 1996 and comments thereon of the 
Administration, Budget and Finance Committee (Article 18(f)； Financial Regulations 11.3 
and 12.9); External Auditor's report on his work 

Two resolutions entitled: 

- In te r im financial report for the year 1996 

-Trans fe r of funds from the Executive Board Special Fund to the Special Account for 
Disasters and Natural Catastrophes in the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion 

22.2 Status of collection of assessed contributions, including Members in arrears in the payment 
of their contributions to an extent which would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution 

Two resolutions entitled: 

- S t a t u s of collection of assessed contributions 

-Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which would justify 
invoking Article 7 of the Constitution 
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24. Scale of assessments 

24.1 Assessment of new Members and Associate Members 

One resolution 

25. Real Estate Fund 

Two resolutions entitled: 

- R e a l Estate Fund 

-Relocat ion of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean from Alexandria to Cairo 

27. Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental organizations 

27.1 General matters 

One resolution 
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Agenda item 22.1 

Interim financial report for the year 1996 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

Having examined the interim financial report for the year 1996; 

Having noted the report of the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee of the Executive Board, 

ACCEPTS the Director-General's interim financial report for the year 1996. 
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Agenda item 22.1 

Transfer of funds from the Executive Board Special Fund to 
the Special Account for Disasters and Natural Catastrophes 

in the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly 

1. AUTHORIZES the transfer of the principal of US$ 100 000 of the Executive Board Special Fund to the 
Special Account for Disasters and Natural Catastrophes in the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion, to be used 
for emergency humanitarian activities; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to report on the use of this amount under the Voluntary Fund for Health 
Promotion in his financial report. 
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Agenda item 22.2 

Status of collection of assessed contributions 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

Noting with concern that, as at 31 December 1996: 

(a) the rate of collection in 1996 of contributions to the effective working budget for that year amounted 
to 77.72%, leaving US$ 93 394 425 unpaid; 

(b) only 102 Members had paid their contributions to the effective working budget for that year in full, 
and 63 Members had made no payment; 

(c) total unpaid contributions in respect of 1996 and prior years exceeded US$ 169 million, 

1. EXPRESSES deep concern at the continuing high level of contributions outstanding, which has had a 
deleterious effect on programmes and on the financial situation; 

2. CALLS THE ATTENTION of all Members to Financial Regulation 5.6, which provides that instalments 
of contributions shall be considered as due and payable in full by the first day of the year to which they relate, 
and to the importance of paying contributions as early as possible to enable the Director-General to implement 
the programme budget in an orderly manner; 

3. REMINDS Members that, as a result of the adoption, by resolution WHA41.12, of an incentive scheme 
to promote the timely payment of assessed contributions, those that pay their assessed contributions early in the 
year in which they are due will have their contributions payable for a subsequent programme budget reduced 
appreciably, whereas Members paying later will have their contributions payable for that subsequent programme 
budget reduced only marginally or not at all; 

4. URGES Members that are systematically late in the payment of their contributions to take immediate steps 
to ensure prompt and regular payment; 

5. REQUESTS the Director-General, taking into account developments in other organizations of the United 
Nations system and in the review of the WHO Constitution, to continue to review all additional measures that 
may be appropriate to the circumstances of WHO with a view to ensuring a sound financial basis for 
programmes and to report on this matter to the 101st session of the Executive Board and the Fifty-first World 
Health Assembly; 

6. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director-General to draw this resolution to the attention of all Members. 
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Agenda item 22.2 

Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an 
extent which would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the second report of the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee of the 
Executive Board on Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which would justify 
invoking Article 7 of the Constitution; 

Having been informed that the voting rights of Angola, Nigeria and Peru had been restored as a result of 
payments made which reduced their unpaid prior years' arrears of contributions to a level below that indicated 
in resolution WHA41.7; 

Noting that, at the time of opening of the Fiftieth World Health Assembly, the voting rights of Antigua 
and Barbuda, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chad, Comoros, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Equatorial Guinea, Georgia, Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liberia, Niger, Republic of 
Moldova, Somalia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Yugoslavia remained suspended, such suspension 
to continue until the arrears of the Member State concerned have been reduced, at the present or future Health 
Assemblies, to a level below the amount which would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution; 

Noting that, in accordance with resolution WHA49.4, the voting privileges of Mauritania, Togo and 
Venezuela have been suspended as from 5 May 1997，such suspension to continue until the arrears of the 
Member State concerned have been reduced, at the present or future Health Assemblies, to a level below the 
amount which would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution; 

Having been informed that the voting rights of Togo have been restored as a result of a payment received 
before the opening of the Fiftieth World Health Assembly; 

Noting that Afghanistan, Central African Republic, Congo, Djibouti, Gabon, Guatemala, Haiti, Lithuania, 
Rwanda and Yemen were in arrears at the time of the opening of the Fiftieth World Health Assembly to such 
an extent that it is necessary for the Health Assembly to consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the 
Constitution, whether or not the voting privileges of these Members should be suspended at the opening of the 
Fifty-first World Health Assembly; 

Having been informed that as a result of payments received after the opening of the Fiftieth World Health 
Assembly, the arrears of contributions of Guatemala and Haiti have been reduced to a level below the amount 
which would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution, 

1. EXPRESSES concern at the increasingly large number of Members that have been in arrears in the 
payment of their contributions in recent years to an extent which would justify invoking Article 7 of the 
Constitution and the unprecedented level of contributions owed by them; 

2. URGES the Members concerned to regularize their position at the earliest possible date; 

3. FURTHER URGES Members that have not communicated their intention to settle their arrears to do so 
as a matter of urgency; 
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4. REQUESTS the Director-General to approach the Members in arrears to an extent which would justify 
invoking Article 7 of the Constitution, with a view to pursuing the question with the governments concerned; 

5. REQUESTS the Executive Board, in the light of the Director-General's report to the Board at its 
101st session and after the Members concerned have had an opportunity to explain their situation to the Board, 
to report to the Fifty-first World Health Assembly on the status of payment of contributions; 

6. DECIDES: 

(1) that in accordance with the statement of principles in resolution WHA41.7 if, by the time of the 
opening of the Fifty-first World Health Assembly, Afghanistan, Central African Republic, Congo, 
Djibouti, Gabon, Lithuania, Rwanda and Yemen are still in arrears in the payment of their contributions 
to an extent which would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution, their voting privileges shall be 
suspended as from the said opening; 

(2) that any suspension which takes effect as aforesaid shall continue at the Fifty-first and subsequent 
Health Assemblies, until the arrears of the Member concerned have been reduced to a level below the 
amount which would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution; 

(3) that this decision shall be without prejudice to the right of any Member to request restoration of its 
voting privileges in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution. 
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Agenda item 24.1 

Assessment of Andorra for 1997 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

Noting that Andorra, a Member of the United Nations, became a Member of the World Health 
Organization by depositing with the Secretary-General of the United Nations a formal instrument of acceptance 
of the WHO Constitution on 15 January 1997; 

Noting that the United Nations General Assembly, in resolution 48/223, established the assessment of 
Andorra at the rate of 0.01%; 

Recalling the principle established in resolution WHA8.5, and confirmed in resolution WHA24.12, that 
the latest available United Nations scale of assessments should be used as a basis for determining the scale of 
assessments to be used by WHO; 

Recalling further that the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA26.21, affirmed its 
belief that the scale of assessments in WHO should follow as closely as possible that of the United Nations, 

DECIDES: 

(1) that Andorra shall be assessed at an annual rate of 0.01% for the year 1997; 

(2) that Andorra's assessment relating to the year 1997 shall be reduced to eleven-twelfths of 0.01%. 
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Agenda item 25 

Real Estate Fund 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the status of projects financed from the Real 
Estate Fund and the estimated requirements of the Fund for the period 1 June 1997 to 31 May 1998; 

Recognizing that certain estimates must necessarily remain provisional because of the fluctuation of 
exchange rates, 

1. AUTHORIZES the financing from the Real Estate Fund of the expenditures summarized in part III of the 
Director-General's report, at an estimated cost of US$ 1 654 000; 

2. APPROPRIATES to the Real Estate Fund, from casual income, the sum o f U S $ 815 000. 
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Agenda item 25 

Relocation of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean 
from Alexandria to Cairo 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General to the Executive Board on the subject of relocation 
of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean from Alexandria to Cairo; 

Recognizing that certain estimates must necessarily remain provisional because of the fluctuation of 
exchange rates, 

1. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Government of Egypt for making available land in Cairo as well as 
pledging a cash contribution for the purpose of construction of a new building for the Regional Office for the 
Eastern Mediterranean; 

2. ENCOURAGES other Member States of the Region to make similar financial efforts; 

3. AUTHORIZES the financing from the Real Estate Fund of the estimated expenditure of US$ 9 890 000 
for the purpose of building new Regional Office premises in Cairo, on the understanding that any costs over and 
above this estimate would be met from extrabudgetary resources; 

4. APPROPRIATES to the Real Estate Fund, from casual income, the sum o f U S $ 9 890 000. 
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Agenda item 27.1 

Establishment of the International Vaccine Institute 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the establishment of the International Vaccine 
Institute (document A50/16 Add.l), and in accordance with Article 18(1) of the Constitution of the World Health 
Organization, 

1. APPROVES the Agreement on the Establishment of the International Vaccine Institute; 

2. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to deposit WHO's instrument of approval of the Agreement with 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 


