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In conformity with decision EB66(1), the representatives of the Executive Board to the Fiftieth 
World Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of the Board at its 
ninety-eighth and ninety-ninth sessions. An oral statement will also be made to the Health 
Assembly on the action taken by the Board at the two sessions. 

1. At its ninety-eighth session, the Executive Board continued the follow-up of WHO reform and response 
to global change which it had begun at the ninety-third session. It considered a report on the role of WHO 
country offices and called for a further progress report at the ninety-ninth session. It also discussed possible 
new approaches to review and evaluation of specific programmes in the light of experience with programme 
reviews by subgroups of the Board. The Board decided to refer the matter to the Programme Development 
Committee and to reconsider it at the ninety-ninth session. 

2. The Board reviewed a report on budgetary reform: priorities for the 1998-1999 biennium which 
contained recommendations of a meeting of the Chairman of the Executive Board and three members each (one 
from each region) o f the Programme Development Committee and the Administration, Budget and Finance 
Committee, together with the Global Policy Council (including the Director-General and the Regional 
Directors). The Board supported the priorities set by the meeting and called on the Director-General to take 
them into account in the preparation of the proposed programme budget for 1998-1999. 

3. In response to resolution WHA49.9 the Board considered a progress report on employment and 
participation of women in WHO containing information on action taken in response to ACC's policy statement 
on the status of women in the secretariats of organizations of the United Nations system. The Board requested 
the Director-General to prepare a further progress report for its ninety-ninth session. 

4. The Board established an ad hoc working group on health systems development for the future and 
requested the group, inter alia, to report to the Board on how WHO's efforts "can be most usefully directed to 
provide an integrated and coherent response to the need for effective health systems development". 
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5. At its ninety-ninth session the Board reviewed the proposed programme budget for the financial period 
1998-1999. It commended the continued improvement in the format and clarity of the budget presentations. 
It also expressed its concern that programme orientations and activities to be carried out with extrabudgetary 
funds should be consistent with the Organization's mission and priorities, and agreed to discuss this further at 
its 100th session. Details of the Board's discussions are found in the summary records1 and in document A50/4, 
Report o f the Executive Board to the World Health Assembly on the proposed programme budget for the 
financial period 1996-1997 and response by the Director-General. 

6. In connection with the review of the proposed programme budget, the Board adopted resolutions 
EB99.R13 on programme budgeting and priority-setting and EB99.R14 on WHO collaborating centres. 
Resolution EB99.R13 requests the Director-General to take certain factors regarding budget development, 
priority-setting, budgetary savings and multilateral coordination into account for the proposed programme 
budget for 1998-1999 and future biennial budgets. The Director-General' s response to the resolution is 
contained in document A50/4. Resolution EB99.R14 recommends to the Health Assembly a resolution aimed 
at better utilization and promotion of collaborating centres. 

7. Continuing its follow-up of WHO reform and response to global change, the Board considered reports on 
renewing the health-for-all strategy, role of WHO country offices, and personnel policy and practices. It 
also considered a report of the special group on review of the Constitution of WHO. In resolution EB99.R16, 
the Board requested the Director-General to submit to the 100th session of the Board a draft policy for the 
twenty-first century for the renewed health-for-all strategy, and urged the Director-General to ensure 
involvement of Member States in the process of preparing this global health policy. The Board noted the report 
on W H O country offices and asked that information on allocation of resources be provided to its 100th session. 
It commended the report on new personnel policy and practices. It expressed interest in being kept informed 
of progress in implementation. 

8. In decision EB99(5 ) the Board adopted recommendations o f the special group on the review of the 
Constitution of WHO relating to continuation of the mandate of the special group, coordination of health 
activities in the United Nations system, and the approach to further consideration of issues of governance. In 
addition, the Board, in resolution EB99.R24, decided to broaden the mandate o f the special group to questions 
relating to WHO's regional a r rangements . A progress report is to be made to the Board at its 100th session. 

9. In the context of WHO reform, the Board adopted resolution EB99.R15 which recommends to the Health 
Assembly a resolution linking the renewed health-for-all strategy with the Tenth General Programme of 
Work, programme budgeting and evaluation. It also endorsed the conclusions of the Programme Development 
Committee concerning review and evaluation of specific programmes (see document EB99/3). 

10. The Board considered seven progress reports submitted as requested by previous resolutions and decisions. 
Five of these reports are forwarded to the Health Assembly for consideration; they concern: prevention of 
violence, reorientation of medical education and medical practice, reproductive health, tobacco or health, 
and HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases. In addition the Board adopted resolutions EB99.R21, 
EB99.R22 and EB99.R27 on, respectively, Guidelines on the WHO Certification Scheme on the Quality of 
Pharmaceutical Products moving in International Commerce, Quality of biological products moving in 
international commerce and World Tuberculosis Day. Reports on these matters are also forwarded to the 
Health Assembly. 

1 Document EB99/1997/REC/2. 
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11. The Board adopted four resolutions on control of tropical diseases which recommend resolutions to the 
Health Assembly: 

• resolution EB99.R17 on elimination of lymphatic filariasis as a public health problem; 

• resolution EB99.R18 on malaria prevention and control; 

• resolution EB99.R19 on eradication of dracunculiasis; and 

• resolution EB99.R20 on African trypanosomiasis. 

12. The Board adopted two resolutions relating to collaboration within the United Nations and with other 
intergovernmental organizations: 

• resolution EB99.R23 approves the proposal that the Executive Board of the United Nations 
Development Programme/United Nations Population Fund be invited to join an expanded 
UNICEFAVHO Joint Committee on Health Policy to be named the "WHO/UNICEF/UNFPA 
Coordinating Committee on Health"; 

• resolution EB99.R25 on promotion of chemical safety with special attention to persistent organic 
pollutants responds to a request from the UNEP Governing Council; it recommends a resolution to 
the Health Assembly which endorses recommendations of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical 
Safety and aims to ensure that WHO fully participates in any intergovernmental negotiations 
concerning chemicals. 

13. The Chairman of the T a s k Force oil Health in Development presented its report to the Board. In 
resolution EB99.R8, the Board transmits the report to the Health Assembly and recommends a resolution aimed 
at integrating the recommendations of the Task Force into programme development in WHO. 

14. The Board considered the report of the ad hoc working group on health systems development for the 
future, established at its ninety-eighth session. It requested the group to continue its work and submit a final 
report to the 100th session of the Board. 

15. Under personnel matters, the Board adopted resolutions EB99.R9 on geographical representation and 
EB99 .R10 on employment and participation of women in the work of W H O , both of which recommend 
resolutions to the Health Assembly. 

16. Having considered a report on the method of work of the Health Assembly, the Board adopted resolution 
EB99.R28, recommending to the Health Assembly a resolution revising certain aspects of its method of work. 

17. The full texts of all decisions and resolutions adopted by the Board are contained in document 
EB99/1997/REC/1. The 100th session of the Board will be convened on Thursday, 15 May 1997 at WHO 
headquarters in Geneva. 


