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Review and approval of the reports of the 
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ninety-fifth sessions 

In conformity with decision EB66(1), the representatives of the Executive Board to the 
Forty-eighth World Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of 
the Board at its ninety-fourth and ninety-fifth sessions. An oral statement will also be 
made to the plenary Health Assembly highlighting the discussion and the decisions taken 
on some of the issues dealt with by the Board at the two sessions. 

NINETY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

1. At its ninety-fourth session (13-14 May 1994)，the Executive Board dealt with a number of procedural 
matters, including election of its officers and the filling of vacancies on its committees. At both the ninety-
fourth and the ninety-fifth sessions, a number of expert committee and study group reports were reviewed. 

2. The Board took note of the report of the UNICEF/WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy (JCHP) 
on its special session (January 1994) and endorsed the recommendations made by the Committee on a number 
of important issues, particularly those pertaining to accelerated action to be taken in order to achieve the mid-
decade goals related to the end-of-decade goals set by the World Summit for Children. 

3. The Board continued its follow-up of implementation of recommendations on the WHO response to 
global change which it had begun at its ninety-third session. It decided that the Programme Development 
Committee and the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee (established at the ninety-third 
session) would consist each of seven members, one of whom would be the Chairman or a Vice-Chairman of 
the Board, the other six being selected from each of the six WHO regions; that each committee would elect 
a Chairman from among its members; and that the terms of office of the members would not exceed two 
years. The Board further adopted the methods and plans of work of the two Committees and decided that 
they would each meet for three days prior to the January session of the Board. 

4. At both the ninety-fourth and ninety-fifth sessions, the Board reviewed progress reports on the 
development of the WHO worldwide management information system. It endorsed the plan and general 
orientation. A detailed development plan will be submitted to the ninety-sixth session (May 1995). 

5. In resolution EB94.R2, the Board recommended to the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly the 
adoption of a resolution stating that from the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly the Technical Discussions 
will be replaced by a limited number of well-organized technical briefings. 
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NINETY-FIFTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

6. At its ninety-fifth session (16-27 January 1995) the Board considered the third report on monitoring 
of progress in implementation of strategies for health for all by the year 2000. The third monitoring 
exercise shows that the world health situation has improved overall, though with significant differences by 
region or group of countries. The Board agreed that the information should be used to assist Member States 
in identifying their priorities, allocating their resources accordingly and working to diminish the remaining 
or growing inequities between groups of countries or groups of citizens within countries, and requested that 
the results of the monitoring exercise be used in establishing WHO's policies and priorities. The Board urged 
that the information collected be disseminated widely; it noted that much of the information would be 
incorporated in the first World health report, which would be issued on 2 May 1995. 

7. The Board considered a series of reports on implementation of recommendations of the Working 
Group on the WHO Response to Global Change and on budgetary reform. The action taken is 
summarized in paragraphs 8 to 11 below. 

8. In resolution (EB95.R4) on budgetary reform the Board thanks the Director-General for preparing a 
clearer and simpler proposed programme budget document, shortening the interval between preparation and 
implementation, and determining strategic and financial priorities. The resolution requests tiie Director-
General to shift at least 5% of the budget resources to priority areas and to reflect these changes in his report 
on the programme budget to the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly. It invites the Director-General to 
continue efforts to implement the remaining provisions of resolution WHA46.35 on budgetary reform. It 
requests a report on progress to the ninety-seventh session (January 1996). 

9. A report by the Director-General on renewing the health-for-all strategy proposed a combined 
approach to the implementation of recommendations 2，3 and 4 on updating the strategy for health for all, 
involving all those concerned in the development and implementation of the new policy. In resolution 
EB95.R5, the Board recommends that the Health Assembly endorse this consultative approach and that it 
request the Director-General to organize a high-level world conference, by the end of 1997，to adopt a health 
charter based on the new health policy. 

10. The Board endorsed the WHO communications and public relations policy set out in a report by the 
Director-General and recommended its immediate implementation. 

11. It reviewed the current situation regarding programme support costs in the light of the 
recommendation to assess support costs of up to 35% for extrabudgetary programmes. The Board agreed to 
maintain, for the time being, the standard support cost rate of 13% and requested the Director-General to keep 
the matter under review. 

12. The Board broke up into subgroups for three days to review and evaluate specific programmes: 
nutrition, food security and safety; equipment and supplies services for Member States; health situation and 
trend assessment; general programme development and management; health and biomedical information; 
action programme on essential drugs; vaccines and immunization; tropical disease research and control; 
health of the elderly and occupational health; human resources for health. The results of the reviews by the 
subgroups were taken into account during the discussion of the proposed programme budget for the financial 
period 1996-1997. 

13. As mentioned in paragraph 8 above, the programme budget for the financial period 1996-1997 was 
presented in a new format - a clearer and simpler presentation in draft form which, following incorporation 
of amendments resulting from discussions in the Board and the Health Assembly, will be issued as the 
"approved programme budget". The Board commended the Director-General on the production of the budget 
in the new format and on the new strategic approach. Details of the Board's discussions on the proposed 
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programme budget are found in the summary records of the Board1 and in document A48/17，Report of the 
Executive Board to the World Health Assembly on the proposed programme budget for the financial period 
1996-1997 and response by the Director-General. 

14. The Board recommended that the proposed programme budget forwarded to the Health Assembly 
should show resource reallocations to certain priority areas, namely: eradication, prevention and control of 
specific communicable diseases; reproductive health; primary health care; and environmental health. It 
further recommended that the Director-General should identify resources for reallocation from the following 
areas: governing bodies; procurement and overall staff costs; and administrative services. 

15. In connection with the review of the proposed programme budget, the Board adopted resolutions 
EB95.R6 on changing medical education and medical practice for health for all and EB95.R7 on 
prevention of hearing impairment. 

16. Concurrently with its review of the proposed programme budget, the Board considered 12 progress 
reports submitted as requested by previous resolutions and decisions. The action taken is summarized in 
paragraphs 17 to 24 below. 

17. The Board adopted a resolution (EB95.R17) on emergency and humanitarian action recommending 
that the Health Assembly adopt the strategy contained in the Director-General's report on the matter. The 
resolution calls for a progress report to the ninety-ninth session (January 1997). 

18. The Board also adopted a resolution (EB95.R8) on intensified cooperation with countries in greatest 
need, recommending that the Health Assembly adopt a resolution which inter alia calls on the international 
community to mobilize additional resources for health development in countries in greatest need and requests 
the Director-General to accord high priority to these countries and report at regular intervals to the Executive 
Board and Health Assembly. 

19. The Board noted the progress in implementing the World Declaration and Plan of Action adopted 
by the International Conference on Nutrition in December 1992. WHO and F AO will prepare, by the end 
of 1995, a comprehensive report which will be presented through the Board to the Forty-ninth World Health 
Assembly. 

20. After consideration of the Director-General's report on Tobacco or health, covering developments in 
Member States' tobacco control programmes, on smoking and travel, and on the use of tobacco within United 
Nations system buildings, the Board adopted a resolution (EB95.R9) on an international strategy for tobacco 
control, recommending to the Health Assembly the adoption of a resolution which inter alia urges Member 
States that have successfully implemented tobacco control strategies to provide assistance to WHO so that 
more effective support can be provided to Member States seeking to improve their tobacco control strategies, 
requests the Director-General to strengthen WHO，s capacity in the field of tobacco or health, and calls for 
a report to the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly (May 1996). 

21. The Board adopted a resolution (EB95.R10) on maternal and child health and family planning which 
reaffirms WHO's role in the area of reproductive health and requests the Director-General to submit a strategy 
for action and research in reproductive health to the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly. 

22. In the context of a report on implementation of resolutions on control of diarrhoeal diseases and acute 
respiratory infections, the Board considered the new approach to the integrated management of the sick 
child. A resolution (EB95.R11) was adopted which recommends that the Health Assembly endorse integrated 
management as the most effective approach to ensure the survival and healthy development of children. 

1 Document EB95/1995/REC/2. 
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23. Following a review of the progress report on the implementation of the global AIDS strategy, the 
Board adopted a resolution (EB95.R14) on the Paris AIDS Summit，recommending to the Health Assembly 
a resolution to welcome the declaration of the AIDS Summit and invite governmentŝ which have not signed 
the declaration to do so. 

24. A resolution (EB95.R12) was adopted on new, emerging, and re-emerging infectious diseases, 
recommending to the Health Assembly adoption of a resolution which, inter alia, urges Member States to 
strengthen surveillance and requests the Director-General to establish strategies to improve recognition and 
response to new, emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases and to increase WHO's capacity for directing 
and strengthening research applied to the prevention and control of these diseases. 

25 . The Board decided to defer the discussion of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Orthopoxvirus 
Infections to a future session. 

26. The Board expressed concern at the status of collection of assessed contributions. It noted that the 
1994 rate of collection amounted to 80.32%, leaving US$ 79 846 675 unpaid in respect of 1994 contributions. 
It adopted a resolution (EB95.R15) on the subject. It also adopted a resolution (EB95.R16) recommending 
to the Health Assembly that the Working Capital Fund be consolidated and the Financial Regulations 
amended accordingly. 

27. The Board considered reports on Recruitment of international staff in WHO: geographical 
representation and Accelerating the employment and participation of women in the work of WHO. A 
resolution (EB95.R19) on geographical representation is forwarded to the Health Assembly. The Board 
confirmed amendments to the Staff Rules which, inter alia, create the National Professional Officer 
category for a trial period of three years. 

28. Under the agenda item on Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other 
intergovernmental organizations the Board reviewed, inter alia，a report on the establishment of the joint 
and cosponsored United Nations programme on HIV/AIDS, adopting a resolution (EB95.R13) welcoming 
the further development of the programme and requesting that a progress report be made to the Forty-eighth 
World Health Assembly. 

29. The Board decided to maintain official relations for a further three years with 63 of the 71 
nongovernmental organizations reviewed at its ninety-fifth session. By resolution EB95.R22, official 
relations were discontinued with six nongovernmental organizations and, with respect to two organizations, 
official relations were maintained for a period of one year only, to permit the development of plans for 
collaboration; official relations were established with the Inter-African Committee on Traditional 
Practices affecting the Health of Women and Children, the International Association of Biologists 
Technicians, the International Medical Parliamentarians Organizations, and the International Women's 
Health Coalition. The Board approved a cooperation agreement with the Mentor Foundation. 

30. The Board reappointed Dr Jo Eirik Asvall as Regional Director for Europe for a period of five years 
from 1 February 1995. It appointed Dr Ebrahim Malick Samba as Regional Director for Africa for a period 
of five years and Sir George Alleyne as Regional Director for the Americas for a period of four years. 

31. The Board decided to award the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize to Dr Manuel Elkin Patarroyo 
(Colombia); the Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation Prize to Dr Ibrahim Mohammed Yacoub (Bahrain); the Child 
Health Foundation Prize to Professor Deryaev Invar (Turkmenistan); the Sasakawa Health Prize to 
Dr J. Torres Goitia Torres (Bolivia) and Professor Le Kinh Due (Viet Nam); and the United Arab Emirates 
Health Foundation Prize to the Child Survival Project of Egypt and DF Abdul Rahman Abdul Aziz 
Al-Swailem (Saudi Arabia). 
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32. In an effort to contain the costs of administering foundation prizes and fellowships, the Board 
decided (decision EB95(9)) to reduce the frequency of award of the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize, to 
request the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean to consider taking on the administrative 
responsibility for the Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation Prize, and to assess 13% for programme support costs 
the amounts awarded by the Sasakawa Health Prize Foundation and the United Arab Emirates Health 
Foundation. 

33. 
sixth 

The Board approved the provisional agenda of the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly, 
session of the Board will be convened on Monday, 15 May 1995，at WHO headquarters 

The ninety-
in Geneva. 


