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ANNEX 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
ON NAURU 

BRIEF HISTORY 

Nauru is situated in the middle of the vast Pacific Ocean, 

60 kilometres to the south of the equator, at latitude 

OP55yS and longitude 166°55yE. Six kilometres in length 

and four kilometres in width, its total area is 21.1 square 

kilometres, i.e., 5,263 acres. Its nearest neighbour is 

Bañaba (also known as Ocean Island) in the Republic of 

Kiribati, 330 kilometres to the east. The coast of Papua 

New Guinea lies 2,150 kilometres to the west of Nauru, 

Sydney 4,023 kilometres to the south-west, Melbourne 

4y 705 kilometres to the south-west, Honolulu 4,457 

kilometres to the north-west, Tokyo 4，797 kilometres to 

the north-west, Guam 2,827 kilometres to the north-west 

and Hong Kong 6,189 kilometres to the north-west, while 

Suva lies 2，324 kilometres to the south-east and Auckland 

4y 132 kilometres to the south. 

Nauru Island is of volcanic origin. The corals built 

upwards from the volcanic platform and erected it some 

4，800 metres above the seafloor to form a landmass of 50 

metres average height above the sea level. The island is 

girdled with a 200 metres wide coral reef exposed at low 

tide. The coastal belt of some 150 to 300 metres wide 

along the 19 kilometre circumference of the island and the 

small area surrounding the inland lagoon of Buada are 

most picturesque and fertile and cultivation is limited to 

these areas where coconut palms and pandanus grow in 



abundance, and bananas, and some vegetables are also 

produced. However, the top soil throughout Nauru is thin 

and porous, varying between 5 cm and 30 cm. 

Beyond the coastal belt, the coral cliffs rise to heights up 

to 70 metres above sea level to form a vast plateau, 

generally referred to as "The Topside The Tqpside 

contains the only major land based economic resource of 

Nauru, the phosphate deposits，which cover nearly four-

fifths of the country 's total land area. The phosphate is 

mined by open-cut method from amongst the tall coral 

limestone boulders, known as the pinnacles. The deposits 

vary in depth from eight to twenty-five metres，but they do 

not run deeper than sea level. , по и � 
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There are three principal theories about the origin qf 

Nauruan phosphate. According to one theory, during the 

periods of sub-mergence when the corals were building 

upwards over the volcanic platform, organic matter got 

entrapped amongst the limestone pinnacles and formed 

phosphate pellets. Subsequently，due to changes in the sea 

levels and tectonic uplifts, the Island was raised above the 

sea level. According to a second theory9 the phosphate is 

of igneous origin. The third theory suggests bird dropping 

forming guano over a long period of time. In the light of 

evidence from marine organic materials available at 

Topside, it would appear that the theory of marine origin 

has greater credibility than others. Whatever the origin, 

the Nauru rock is the purest in the world at 78% to 84% 

purity. 

There are about 200 species of flora now, some 30 of 

which are indigenous including the tomano, coconut， 

banyan and almond trees，and about 50 indigenous 



species appear to have become extinct due to phosphate 

mining. The fauna include about a dozen species of 

birds, the important of which are the frigate bird (which 

has found its eternal place in the official emblem of the 

Republic), the white and black noddies, and the 

nightingale reed warble known as the Nauruan canary 

(whose delightful songs form daily wake up call of the 

Radio Nauru). Birds are not plentiful to Pacific standards, 

but this has been due to the increasing degradation of 

land by phosphate mining over the year. Nauru has no 

indigenous animals. Domestic animals are mainly the 

dogs, pigs, cats, and the fowl. 

Nauruans appear to be racially closer to the Micronesians. 

The Nauruan language has adopted the Roman script but 

has little in common with other Pacific languages. 

Nauruans belong to twelve distinct tribes - Deiboe, 

Eamwidara, Eamwidumwit, Eamwit，Eano, Emangum, 

Emea, Eaoru, Irutsi, Iruwa, Iwi and Ranibok. The 

twelve points of the star on the Republic�national flag 

represent these tribes. 

Nauru is small in terms of its population also. The total 

population on the island is estimated to be 8,500 of which 

indigenous Nauruans comprise about 5,500. The 

remaining 3,000 include other Pacific islanders from 

Kiribati, Tuvalu and Solomon Islands, and Chinese, 

Filipinos, Indians, Australians, and New Zealanders. They 

include the families of those employed in the Government 

Public Service, the Nauru Island Council, the Nauru 

Phosphate Corporation, Nauru Insurance Corporation, 

Menen Hotel and the Bank of Nauru. On 26th October, 

1932 the population touched 1，500for the first time after 

the heavy toll influenza took soon after the First World 



War. Since then this day is annually celebrated as Angam 

Day. During the Second World War in June and July 

1943，1201 Nauruans were deported to the island of Truk 

in Micronesia. When the war ended in 1945 there were 

only 591 Nauruans on the Island. Of the 1,201 Nauruans 

sent to Truk, 464 died of starvation, disease and bombing; 

the survivors, 737 returned to Nauru on 31st January, 

1946. The population again touched the 1,500 mark in 

1950. Nauru now has a population density of 381 per 

square kilometre. 

After the Second World War, under the Trusteeship 

Agreement approved by the United Nations on 1st 

November, 1947，Nauru became a Trust Territory jointly 

administered by the Governments of United Kingdom, 

Australia and New Zealand. Under further agreement 

between the three Governments, the Government of 

Australia exercised full powers of legislation, 

administration and jurisdiction over Nauru. In 1951, 

Nauru Local Government Council was set up and the first 

elections to the Council were held on 15th December， 

1951. The Nauru Local Government Council was 

dissolved by an Act of Parliament in 1992. 

In 1965，in pursuance of a further agreement between the 

Governments of United Kingdom, Australia and New 

Zealand，the Federal Parliament of Australia enacted the 

Nauru Act 1965，which provided for the Legislative 

Council and Executive Council of Nauru. First general 

elections for the Legislative Council were held on 22nd 

January, 1966 and the inaugural meeting of the Council 

was held on 31st January, 1966. 



RELIGION 

The first Christian Missionaries arrived in Nauru from 

Kiribati in 1887. After the subsequent visits of 

missionaries, schools were established and parts of the 

Holy Bible were translated into Nauruan. It was left to 

the American-educated Late Head Chief Timothy 

Detudamo to help produce a complete Nauruan Bible. 

The spread of Christianity made Nauruans more 

enlightened, although they were drawn away from some 

of their traditional cultural moorings. 

CONSTITUTION & PARUAMENT 

The Constitution of Nauru declaring the country as a 

sovereign Republic was adopted by the people of Nauru in 

the Constitutional convention on 29th January, 1968 and 

the country became a sovereign Republic on 31st January, 

1968. 

The Constitution provides for the Parliament to make laws 

for peace，order and good Government of Nauru. The 

first Parliament came into existence on 31st January, 

1968，under the name of Legislative Assembly of Nauru. 

It started functioning under the name of Parliament from 

17th May, 1968, which is since then the Constitution Day 

of Nauru. 

Parliament of Nauru consists of eighteen Members elected 

from eight constituencies. It continues for a period of 

three years from and including the date of the first sitting 

of Parliament. Members of Parliament are directly elected 

by the people of Nauru. Parliament enjoys all the powers, 

privileges and immunities which are traditionally enjoyed 

by the British Parliament. 



All citizens of Nauru who have attained the age of twenty 

years are eligible to vote and voting is compulsory. 

THE GOVERNMENT 

The Republic of Nauru has a democratic form of 

Government based on the principles of the elected 

representation of people in Parliament. Cabinet has 

accountability to Parliament. The Supreme Court is the 

ultimate arbiter of the justice and enforcer of the 

fundamental rights of citizens enshrined in the 

Constitution. There is no formal political party system and 

the members of the Parliament vote on the basis of issues. 

Education up to tertiary level is free and compulsory. 

Scholarships are offered to eligible Nauruatt students to 

pursue studies overseas. Community health and medical 

services are free. 

The Executive branch of Government comprises the 

President, who is also the Chairman of the Cabinet, and 

five other Members of the Cabinet. The President is 

elected by Parliament, and he appoints the Members of 

his Cabinet from among the Members of Parliament. 


