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FOREWORD

It is now six years since the first Inter-Ministerial 

Conference on Health and Environment culminated in 

the adoption of the Libreville Declaration on Health 

and Environment in Africa by 52 African countries. 

This conference demonstrated the importance of 

recognising the interlinkages between environment 

and health to achieving sustainable development. It 

helped to promote an integrated approach to policy-

making in the health and environment sector. It also 

agreed on specific actions needed to leverage the 

required changes to institutional arrangements and 

investment frameworks for mitigating environmental 

threats to human health and ecosystems. 

 

In the Libreville Declaration ministers agreed to 

establish a strategic alliance between the health and 

environment sectors, as a basis for shared planning 

and action. In 2010, in Luanda, the ministers of health 

and the ministers of environment reiterated their 

commitment to the declaration made in Libreville. At 

this Luanda meeting, they formalised the Health and 

Environment Strategic Alliance (HESA) and adopted the 

Luanda Commitment. The meeting culminated in a joint 

ministerial statement on climate change and health.
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Since the first Inter-Ministerial Conference in  

2008, significant efforts have been made by 

governments and their development partners 

to implement the Libreville Declaration. 

Indeed, valuable lessons have been learned 

through various initiatives and partnerships. 

Many governments have established 

multisectoral and multidisciplinary teams 

of experts and have undertaken analyses 

of the status of their risk factors. 

A number of countries have prepared their 

national plans of joint actions and initiated 

resource mobilisation for their implementation. 

A stronger interaction between different 

fields has been established in order to reach 

consensus on the status and importance of 

environmental risk factors that impact on 

health development as well as on ecosystems 

preservation. At the political level, ministers 

of health and ministers of environment have 

also intensified their interactions, to facilitate 

joint decision-making and also to undertake 

joint interventions at the community level. 

Although progress with the implementation 

of the Libreville Declaration and the Luanda 

Commitment is noticeable, it remains slow and 

limited in demonstrating a tangible impact 

on populations and sustainable development. 

Today, addressing climate change, protecting 

the environment, promoting transparent 

international energy markets and facilitating 

low-carbon development policies are high 

on the sustainable development agenda. 

The intention of this second Situation Analysis 

and Needs Assessment (SANA) report is to 

establish a benchmark against which Member 

States and partners, including the World Health 

Organization (WHO) and the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) can track the 

progress of the implementation of the Libreville 

Declaration in the years to come. This report 

is also expected to become a springboard for 

stimulating investments in health and environment 

priority programmes as an essential contribution 

to achieving sustainable development in Africa. 

The report forms a solid basis for the development 

of regional strategic agendas. It is expected to 

support the development and implementation 

of Regional Flagship Programmes as a means 

to ensuring the effective application in Africa of 

the outcomes of the 2012 Rio+20 United Nations 

Conference on Sustainable Development.

“A synthesis of the 
outcomes from the 
SANA reports of 22 
African countries.”


