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The Forty-sixth World Health Assembly in May 1993, in resolution WHA46.27 on 
"Collaboration within the United Nations system: International Year of the Family (1994)", 
inter alia called upon Member States to pay particular attention to the opportunities and 
importance of intersectoral collaboration and urged the Director-General to provide 
coordinated support to Member States, with other organizations, for research on methods 
for measuring and evaluating effects of policies and programmes on the health and 
functioning of the family and its members, and for determining which families are at risk of 
not being able to provide for their basic needs. This report highlights progress made in 
following up resolution WHA46.27 and some of the additional contributions of the 
Organization to the International Year of the Family. 

1. The Forty-Sixth World Health Assembly in May 1993，having reviewed the Director-General's report 
on "Collaboration within the United Nations system: International Year of the Family (1994)",1 adopted 
resolution WHA46.27 which inter alia called on Member States to give effect to the objectives of the 
International Year of the Family in the health sector, paying particular attention to the opportunities and 
importance of intersectoral collaboration. The resolution also urged the Director-General "to provide 
coordinated support to Member States, with other organizations and bodies of the United Nations system, 
for research on methods for measuring and evaluating the effects of policies and programmes on the health 
and functioning of the family and its members, and for determining which families are at risk of not being 
able to provide for the basic needs of their members" and "to examine the cost and benefits and social 
implications of a greater involvement of the family in health promotion, disease prevention, treatment and 
rehabilitation, with particular emphasis on equity and on sharing of family responsibilities". This report 
highlights progress made in following up resolution WHA46.27 and some of the contributions of the 
Organization to the Year. 

2. As a direct follow-up of resolution WHA46.27, WHO hosted the first meeting of the Informal 
Interagency Task Force on Families at Risk (Geneva, 12-14 July 1993). The meeting focused on 
identification of indicators which would provide the tools for situation assessment, planning and 
development of intersectoral programmes that would address the needs of "families at risk". However, to 

1 Document A46/26. 
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avoid the stigma that could be attached to the labelling of a family as being "at risk", the second meeting 
of the Task Force (Vienna, 28 March 1994), agreed upon an alternative name for the group, the Task Force 
for Capacity-building for Family Empowerment. In addition to WHO, the organizations and agencies 
involved in the Task Force are: ILO, FAO, UNESCO, UNICEF, UNHCR, UNFPA, United Nations Centre 
for Human Settlements, United Nations International Drug Control Programme, United Nations Centre 
for Human Rights and the Secretariat of the International Year of the Family. WHO serves as coordinator 
of the Task Force. 

3. The Task Force has subsequently concentrated on the dynamics of the family itself, within the 
framework of the "family life-cycle" concept. Vulnerable or "at risk" families would be described as those 
that are likely to be unable to meet their basic needs for health, nutrition, shelter, physical and emotional 
caring, and personal individual development; in which individual members may suffer physical or 
psychological exploitation or abuse, or in which their rights and responsibilities may be unjustly distributed 
or their roles distorted; which may break up as a consequence of external economic, social or political 
factors; or in which members have lost their sense of security. An additional concept that was felt to be 
relevant to "support to capacity-building" was that of "conserving family resources". Such resources include 
not only the material resources of a family, but equally the sldll, knowledge and quality of relationships 
within the family. The need for "conservation of resources", while essential in situations of displacement, 
is equally applicable in circumstances where families are subject to a variety of economic, social and 
environmental pressures. The outcome should be to stimulate a holistic approach in promoting social and 
development programmes that are family oriented and focused; to support technically intersectoral 
approaches to such programme development in countries; and to promote collaboration among the relevant 
organizations of the United Nations system and with countries in bringing together existing tools, 
instruments and experiences as a "package for capacity-building for family empowerment" with a view to 
programme development and evaluation. 

4. The Seventh Expert Committee on Maternal and Child Health and Family Planning in the 1990s and 
Beyond (Geneva, 7-13 December 1993), examining the health needs of women and children from a life-cycle 
perspective, for the first time included an assessment of changing family circumstances，family health and 
families requiring additional support ("families at risk"). The Committee emphasized the importance of 
the family as a unit of health care and its caring role, but also noted the importance of support required 
by the family in this role. The report of the Committee is expected to be available to the Executive Board 
at its ninety-fifth session in January 1995. 

5. In recognition of and support to the Year, the November-December issue of World Health magazine 
was dedicated to Family Health. In addition to its regular circulation of 75 000 copies in English, French 
and Spanish, over 1000 additional copies were sent to the participants in the World NGO Forum launching 
the Year in Malta in December 1993. The issue of the World Health Statistics Quarterly on family health is 
currently in press and includes articles on child care in family health, families in natural and man-made 
disasters, familial determinants of women's mental health, substance abuse and family support, and equity 
in health. Preparations and documentation for the World AIDS Day with the theme AIDS and the family 
are well under way. WHO's Programme on Leprosy is collaborating with nongovernmental organizations 
on the subject of the family and leprosy. WHO's Programme on Substance Abuse has prepared a technical 
document focused on the family dimensions of substance abuse. 

6. Materials prepared by the Secretariat of the International Year of the Family have been provided to 
the focal points for the Year in the six regional offices of WHO. These mailings have generally resulted 
in additional requests for materials as the regions are more directly responsible for supporting country-
based follow-up and in-country collaboration with other organizations. 

7. Among other activities in support of the International Year of the Family that reinforce actions in 
response to WHA46.27 are the designation by the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 
47/237 of 15 May, as the International Day of Families，and the convening at an appropriate policy-making 
level of an international conference on families, on 18 October 1994’ during the forty-ninth session of the 
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General Assembly. A meeting of the national coordinators/focal points for the Year is scheduled for the 
end of 1994，with the participation of representatives of the organizations and bodies of the United Nations 
system. This meeting will further promote intersectoral collaboration in support of families, particularly 
by involving countries in the application of the strategies being formulated by the Informal Interagency Task 
Force for Capacity-building for Family Empowerment. The fourth Ad hoc Interagency Meeting on the 
International Year of the Family agreed that the Year's Patron Cities Program should establish closer links 
with WHO's Healthy Cities Programme. Further support for intersectoral action of relevance to the health 
of families is found in General Assembly resolution 47/237 which requested appropriate commissions "to 
propose specific follow-up measures regarding human rights, population issues and the advancement of 
women as each affects or is affected by families, including family-oriented components of the World 
Conference on Human Rights, ... the International Conference on Population and Development, ... the 
World Summit for Social Development, ... and the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for 
Equality, Development and Peace". 


