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During its tenth and eleventh meetings held on 12 and 13 May 1993, Committee В decided to 
recommend to the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions relating to the 
following agenda items: 

29. Personnel matters 

29.3 Meritorious within-grade increases 

31. Collaboration within the United Nations system 

31.1 General matters 

33. Health and environmental effects of nuclear weapons (item proposed by Ecuador, Mexico, Panama 
and Vanuatu in accordance with Rule 5(d)) 

Health and medical services in times of armed conflict 

Health and environmental effects of nuclear weapons 
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Agenda item 29.3 

MERITORIOUS WITHIN-GRADE INCREASES 

The Forty-sixth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on meritorious within-grade increases; 

Recalling the United Nations General Assembly resolutions 44/198 of 21 December 1989 and 45/241 of 
21 December 1990 concerning the United Nations Common System, and in particular Section VI of resolution 
45/241; 

1. COMMENDS the Director-General and endorses his decision to amend the Staff Rules, in accordance 
with the requirements of the United Nations General Assembly resolution 45/241, so that no new staff joining 
WHO after 1 March 1993 will be eligible for extra meritorious within-grade steps after twenty, twenty-five， 
thirty and thirty-five years of service; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General further to amend the Staff Rules in accordance with the Staff 
Regulations in order that all staff who were working in the Secretariat before 1 March 1993 and who would 
have been eligible for an increase should, at the time they would have become eligible for that increase, receive 
one within-grade increase equivalent to the amount which would have been granted as a meritorious increase 
under the provisions of Staff Rules 555.1 and 555.2, and receive no more such increases thereafter. 
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Agenda item 31.1 

HEALTH AND MEDICAL SERVICES IN TIMES 
OF ARMED CONFLICT 

The Forty-sixth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling the World Health Assembly resolution WHA30.32 and the Executive Board resolution 
EB61.R37 and decision EB63(10) on the Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the role of health personnel, 
particularly physicians, in the protection of prisoners and detainees against torture and other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment; 

Recalling the rules of international humanitarian law on the protection of victims of armed conflict, 
especially the four Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and their two additional protocols of 1977; 

Recalling also the regulations in times of armed conflict, adopted by the World Medical Association in 
Havana, Cuba, in 1956 and Istanbul, Turkey, in 1957 and amended in Venice, Italy, in 1983 and the 1985 
Declaration of Tokyo; 

Aware that, over the years, considerations based on fundamental principles of humanity have resulted in 
improved protection for medical establishments and units as well as for their emblems; 

Deeply disturbed by recent reports of increasing and widespread deliberate attacks on medical 
establishments and units and by the misuse of the Red Cross and Red Crescent emblems; 

Further recalling that such acts constitute war crimes; 

Deeply concerned over alleged systematic breaches of the Principles of Medical Ethics referred to above 
by some medical personnel; 

1. CONDEMNS all such acts; 

2. CALLS on all parties to armed conflicts to fully adhere to and implement the rules of international 
humanitarian law protecting wounded, sick and shipwrecked persons, as well as medical personnel, and to 
respect provisions that regulate the use of Red Cross and Red Crescent emblems; 

3. STRONGLY URGES parties to armed conflicts to refrain from all acts that prevent or obstruct the 
provision or delivery of medical assistance and services; 

4. APPEALS to all medical associations to actively safeguard, promote and monitor strict adherence to 
established principles of medical ethics and to expose and take appropriate measures against infractions where 
they occur; 

5. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to advocate strongly the protection of medical establishments and units to all parties concerned; 

(2) to liaise closely in this regard with the United Nations Secretary-General and his Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) and with competent 
organizations of the United Nations system，and other international and nongovernmental organizations 
concerned; 
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(3) to disseminate this decision widely; 

(4) to report to the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly in 1995 through the Executive Board 
on developments and on action taken by WHO to remedy the situations referred to in this resolution 
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Agenda item 33 

HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 
OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

The Forty-sixth World Health Assembly, 

Bearing in mind the principles laid down in the WHO Constitution; 

Noting the report of the Director-General on health and environmental effects of nuclear weapons;1 

Recalling resolutions WHA34.38, WHA36.28 and WHA40.24 on the effects of nuclear war on health and 
health services; 

Recognizing that it has been established that no health service in the world can alleviate in any 
significant way a situation resulting from the use of even one single nuclear weapon;2 

Recalling resolutions WHA42.26 on WHO's contribution to the international efforts towards sustainable 
development and WHA45.31 which draws attention to the effects on health of environmental degradation and 
recognizing the short- and long-term environmental consequences of the use of nuclear weapons that would 
affect human health for generations; 

Recalling that primary prevention is the only appropriate means to deal with the health and 
environmental effects of the use of nuclear weapons;2 

Noting the concern of the world health community about the continued threat to health and the 
environment from nuclear weapons; 

Mindful of the role of WHO as defined in its Constitution to act as the directing and coordinating 
authority on international health work (Article 2(a)); to propose conventions, agreements and regulations 
(Article 2(k)); to report on administrative and social techniques affecting public health from preventive and 
curative points of view (Article 2(p)); and to take all necessary action to attain the objectives of the 
Organization (Article 2(v)); 

Realizing that primary prevention of the health hazards of nuclear weapons requires clarity about the 
status in international law of their use, and that over the last 48 years marked differences of opinion have been 
expressed by Member States about the lawfulness of the use of nuclear weapons; 

1. DECIDES, in accordance with Article 96(2) of the Charter of the United Nations, Article 76 of the 
Constitution of the World Health Organization and Article X of the Agreement between the United Nations 
and the World Health Organization approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 15 November 
1947 in its resolution 124(11), to request the International Court of Justice to give an advisory opinion on the 
following question: 

In view of the health and environmental effects, would the use of nuclear weapons by a State in war or 
other armed conflict be a breach of its obligations under international law including the WHO 
Constitution? 

1 Document A46/30. 
2 See Effects of nuclear war on health and health services (Second Edition) Geneva, WHO, 1987. 
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2. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit this resolution to the International Court of Justice, 
accompanied by all documents likely to throw light upon the question, in accordance with article 65 of the 
Statute of the Court. 


