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On the proposal of the Committee on Nominations,1 Dr A.L. Pico (Argentina) and Dr M. Tierney 
(Ireland) were elected Vice-Chairmen，and Dr S. Varea (Fiji) Rapporteur. 

Committee A held its first five meetings on 4, 6, 7 and 8 May 1993 under the chairmanship of 
Dr M. Sidhom (Tunisia). 

It was decided to recommend to the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached 
three resolutions relating to the following agenda items. 

18. Proposed programme budget for the financial period 1994-1995 

18.2 Programme policy matters 

Emergency and humanitarian relief operations 
International Conference on Nutrition: follow-up action 

19. Implementation of resolutions (progress reports by the Director-General) 

Use of tobacco within United Nations system buildings 

1 Document A46/38. 
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Agenda item 18.2 

EMERGENCY AND HUMANITARIAN RELIEF OPERATIONS 

The Forty-sixth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolutions WHA28.45, WHA34.26 and WHA44.41 on emergency relief operations, resolution 
WHA42.16 on the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction and resolutions of the Health 
Assembly on drought, floods and famine in certain countries; 

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 46/182 on strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian 
emergency assistance of the United Nations; 

Welcoming the creation by the United Nations Secretary-General of the Department of Humanitarian 
Affairs, and the establishment of the interagency standing committee on emergencies; 

Deeply concerned at the alarming increase in disasters (whether natural or resulting from human 
activity) and the effect such disasters have on the health and well-being of the population and health services 
of Member States; 

Aware that in many parts of the world adverse socioeconomic conditions compound the effects on 
Member States of disasters and emergencies, which may also affect neighbouring States, as in the case of 
refugee movement; 

Recognizing the need to strengthen the capabilities of Member States in preparing for and responding to 
emergencies, and to respond in a coordinated manner within the United Nations system; 

Recognizing that it is a constitutional function of WHO to provide health services and facilities to special 
groups affected by disasters at the request of Member States or of the United Nations; 

Noting with satisfaction the lead WHO is giving in coordinating the health aspects of emergency relief 
operations in countries in accordance with United Nations General Assembly resolution 46/182’ 

1. THANKS the Director-General for his report; 

2. REAFFIRMS that WHO has a coordinating role and responsibility for the health and related aspects of 
measures to prepare for and provide relief and rehabilitation in emergencies as part of humanitarian 
assistance; 

3. URGES Member States: 

(1) to strengthen their capabilities for preventing and mitigating disasters and establishing 
comprehensive national programmes to prepare for emergencies; 

(2) to appraise and strengthen the capabilities of their health systems to prepare for emergencies in 
collaboration with civil defence, nongovernmental and private voluntary organizations; 

(3) to increase the allocation of resources in their health budgets to prepare for and respond to 
emergencies in order to ensure the sustainabüity of activities for disaster mitigation and relief, including 
rehabilitation of the health sector; 

(4) to ensure that permanent arrangements are made to facilitate the work of WHO, other 
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system and international and nongovernmental 
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organizations, in strengthening national capabilities for response and in providing assistance to meet the 
health and nutritional needs of victims of emergencies; 

(5) to consider increasing contributions to the Special Account for Disasters and Natural Catastrophes 
under the WHO Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion; 

4. CALLS ON the international community to respond to consolidated appeals launched by the 
United Nations system in response to emergencies by giving greater consideration to the provision of funds for 
the technical and material support of health services and for their early rehabilitation, whenever appropriate; 

5. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to support and guide Member States in the strengthening of capabilities to prepare for emergencies 
and to provide humanitarian assistance in the health sector; 

(2) to consider further improvements in related staffing and technical capacities at WHO headquarters 
and to strengthen regional mechanisms for efficient health management in emergencies; 

(3) to ensure that WHO Representatives and field staff, as a vital element in emergency relief 
operations and humanitarian assistance, receive adequate training and instruction to fulfil their tasks, 
taking into account initiatives already undertaken by, or in collaboration with, other organizations of the 
United Nations system; 

(4) to ensure that WHO fulfils its responsibility for coordinating the health aspects of disaster 
preparedness and response within the United Nations system as part of the improved coordination and 
streamlining of United Nations humanitarian assistance, including consolidated appeals; 

(5) to streamline channels of communication with the WHO Representatives，offices in countries, so as 
to ensure the quick response of headquarters and the regional offices to the declaration of any major 
emergency; 

(6) to strengthen WHO's capacity for early warning of disasters in general, and disease epidemics in 
particular, complementing the early warning mechanisms put in place by the United Nations system; 

(7) to improve and strengthen WHO procedures for raising funds for emergency requirements so as to 
mobilize adequate extrabudgetary support for disaster preparedness and relief in the health sector; 

(8) to present a report to the ninety-third session of the Executive Board on: 

(a) the activities undertaken by WHO at global and regional levels in support of its Member 
States and as part of the coordinated efforts in the health sector within the United Nations system 
for early warning, preparedness for and response to emergencies, rehabilitation of services and 
reconstruction; 

(b) the role of WHO in this field and the resources he proposes to allocate for these activities as 
a matter of priority under the 1994-1995 programme budget; 

(c) the extrabudgetary support requested and obtained during the reporting period and the 
activities undertaken with such support; 

(d) cooperation within the United Nations system, and with other international and 
nongovernmental organizations, in support of health activities in emergencies and in situations 
requiring humanitarian assistance. 
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Agenda item 18.2 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NUTRITION: 
FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

The Forty-sixth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the International Conference on Nutrition and 
the consequent proposed WHO strategy for supporting nutrition action at all levels; 

Commending Member States, organizations of the United Nations system and other intergovernmental 
and nongovernmental organizations concerned for their participation in the preparatory process and in the 
International Conference itself, and for their pledge to follow it up; 

Commending the Director-General for his effective collaboration with other organizations of the United 
Nations system, especially FAO, in organizing the International Conference and for according high priority to 
nutrition by allocating additional resources, in particular for those countries most in need, 

1. ENDORSES in their entirety the World Declaration and Plan of Action for Nutrition adopted by the 
Conference;1 

2. URGES Member States: 

(1) by the year 2000, to strive to eliminate famine and famine-related deaths, starvation and nutritional 
deficiency diseases in communities affected by natural and man-made disasters, and in particular iodine 
and vitamin A deficiencies; 

(2) by the year 2000, to reduce substantially the prevalence of starvation and widespread chronic 
hunger; undernutrition, especially among children, women and old people; iron deficiency anaemia; 
foodborne diseases; and social and other impediments to optimal breast-feeding; and to remedy 
inadequate sanitation and poor hygiene; 

(3) to contain and reduce the rising prevalence of diet-related diseases and conditions related to them; 

(4) to develop, or strengthen as appropriate, plans of action setting out national nutritional goals and 
how they are to be achieved in keeping with the objectives, major policy guidelines and nine action-
oriented strategies that were elaborated in the Plan of Action adopted by the International Conference 
on Nutrition, which also endorsed the nutritional goals of the Fourth United Nations Development 
Decade and of the World Summit for Children; 

(5) to ensure the implementation of plans of action which: 

(a) incorporate nutrition objectives into national development policies and programmes; 

(b) strengthen measures in various sectors to improve nutrition through governmental 
mechanisms at all levels, especially district development plans, and in collaboration with 
nongovernmental organizations and the private sector; 

1

 International Conference on Nutrition. World Declaration and Plan of Action for Nutrition. Rome, December 1992, 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and World Health Organization. 
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(c) include community-based measures, particularly through primary health care activities, for 
nutritional improvement that are crucial if full and sustainable benefits are to be obtained for all 
people; 

(d) are sustainable in the long term and contribute to protection of the environment; 

(e) enlist the cooperation of all groups concerned; 

3. CALLS UPON organizations of the United Nations system, other intergovernmental and 
nongovernmental organizations and the international community as a whole: 

(1) to renew their commitment to the achievement of the objectives and strategies set out in the World 
Declaration and Plan of Action for Nutrition including, to the extent that their mandates and resources 
allow, technical cooperation and financial support to recipient countries; 

(2) to reinforce and foster concerted action at ail levels for the establishment and implementation of 
national plans of action in nutrition with a view to attaining health and nutritional well-being for all; 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to support Member States in establishing and implementing national plans of action for nutritional 
improvement that emphasize self-reliance and community-based action, especially as regards their health-
related aspects; 

(2) to reinforce WHO，s capacity for food and nutrition action in all relevant programmes, so that 
increased emphasis can be given as a priority to maternal, infant and young child nutrition, including 
breast-feeding; micronutrient malnutrition; nutrition emergencies (particularly training in preparedness 
and management); monitoring of nutritional status; control of diet-related chronic diseases; food and 
safety control and the prevention of foodborne diseases; and research and training in subjects related to 
food and nutrition, including health implications of the misuse of chemicals in agriculture; 

(3) to give priority to least developed, low income, and drought-affected countries, and to provide 
support to Member States in establishing national programmes, especially those concerned with 
nutritional well-being of vulnerable populations, including women and children, refugees and displaced 
persons; 

(4) to stimulate regional exchange of ideas and plans; 

(5) to report on progress in implementation by Member States of the World Declaration and Plan of 
Action for Nutrition to the Health Assembly in 1995 as stated in the Plan of Action. 
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Agenda item 19 

USE OF TOBACCO WITHIN UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM BUILDINGS 

The Forty-sixth World Health Assembly, 

Noting the report of the Director-General on the implementation of resolutions WHA42.19, WHA43.16, 
and WHA45.20 relating to the WHO programme on "tobacco or health"; 

Recalling that resolution WHA43.16 urged all Member States to provide, through legislation or other 
measures, protection from involuntary exposure to tobacco smoke in workplaces, public places and public 
transport; 

Recalling that resolution WHA45.20 asked the Director-General to continue seeking and facilitating 
multisectoral collaboration on WHO，s "tobacco or health" programme within the United Nations system; 

Noting with satisfaction that the important question of "tobacco or health" has been included on the 
agenda for the next session of the United Nations Economic and Social Council; 

Noting with concern that smoking is still permitted in workplaces and public areas in buildings owned, 
operated or controlled by the United Nations system, 

1. CALLS on the Director-General as a matter of importance to approach the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations urging him: 

(1) to take the necessary steps to ban the sale and use of all kinds of tobacco products in all buildings 
owned, operated or controlled by ait organizations and specialized agencies of the United Nations system 
and that are used to carry out its business; 

(2) to ensure that the progressive implementation of this ban takes a maximum of two years from the 
date of this Health Assembly; 

(3) to encourage and assist employees who are smokers, but who wish to cease smoking, to take part in 
smoking cessation programmes, and provide open-air sheltered areas for those who wish to continue 
smoking; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly on progress in 
the implementation of this resolution. 


