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The Special Committee of Experts was set up in 1973 in pursuance of resolution WHA26.56 of the 
World Health Assembly. The Committee's mandate was to study the health conditions of the Palestinian 
population in the occupied territories. Three countries agreed to appoint an expert as a member of the 
Committee: Indonesia, Romania and Senegal. The Committee began its work in 1974 and was assisted from 
the outset and throughout its activities by the Legal Counsel of WHO, acting in the capacity of personal 
representative of the Director-General. 

During the period 1974-1978，the Special Committee of Experts paid visits to the Arab countries 
concerned and conducted analyses of the health conditions of the Palestinians living in the camps set up in 
those countries, and its findings were set out in the reports submitted by the Committee each year to the 
Health Assembly. 

From 1977 onward, the Israeli Government agreed to the Committee visiting the occupied territories, 
thus enabling it to fulfil the tasks entrusted to it by Health Assembly resolutions. From 1978 to 1985 the 
Committee undertook seven missions to those territories, submitting a report to the Assembly each year which 
contained the observations made by the Committee itself on the spot. Those reports presented a detailed and 
dynamic analysis of all the problems relating to the evaluation of medical services and to the health conditions 
of the population. All the reports concluded with specific recommendations linked to the observations made 
by the Committee on one or other of the problems considered. 

From 1986 onward, the Israeli Government unfortunately refused to collaborate with the Special 
Committee of Experts. Consequently the Committee was obliged to restrict its activities and confine its 
reports to the collection of information from various sources and the presentation of that information as it 
stood. This kind of procedure is unquestionably incompatible with the methodology of medical research 
which, whether applied to an individual or to a community, is always based on direct observation. The 
problem that arises from this concerns the relevance of the information, inasmuch as it cannot be gathered on 
the spot by the Special Committee: another acute problem is the delicate position of the specialists on the 
Committee. 

Moreover, WHO has information from other sources on the health conditions of the Palestinian 
population. Many international foundations，specialists working in prominent medical institutes, WHO 
specialists and also Palestinian specialists have produced studies, analyses and reports concerning the health 
services or various aspects of the health of the Palestinian population. This information is also more 
comprehensive than any the Special Committee could provide, because it relates to the Palestinian population 
living not only in the occupied territories but also in other territories of some Arab countries. 

From a professional viewpoint, an overall evaluation of a health system within a limited period of time is 
today no longer possible on account of the complexity of the problems. At the present stage, studies, research, 
analyses and evaluations made by specialists on limited problems or the monitoring of certain aspects of health 
status are the most effective means of investigation and of obtaining knowledge. 
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This year the Special Committee of Experts again finds itself in a difficult situation because it is unable 
to submit to the Health Assembly a report on the health conditions of the Palestinian population of the 
territories occupied by Israel. As in previous years, the Israeli Government has refused to cooperate with the 
Committee, which has thus been unable to visit those territories. Moreover, the situation created by the 
continuous refusal of the Israeli Government to collaborate with the Committee means that the latter has been 
unable to meet in full as required by the Assembly resolutions. 

Because of the attitude of the Israeli Government towards the Health Assembly resolutions on this 
matter and the impossibility of implementing those resolutions in a concrete way, it is incumbent upon the 
Assembly to take a decision. In taking this decision the Assembly should be aware that since 1973, the year 
the Committee was established, almost 20 years have elapsed and that the conditions which led to the creation 
of the Committee at that time have changed. Besides, an international conference of the parties concerned is 
currently taking place with a view to settling the disputes in the region. In the opinion of the Chairman of the 
Special Committee of Experts, it would be desirable for the Assembly to consider new solutions providing , 
better ways (than the Committee which is no longer able to operate) of solving the problems of the 
populations of the occupied territories. 

Chairman of the Special Committee of Experts 
(Signed) Dr Traían Ionescu 


