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INTRODUCTION 

1. In conformity with decision EB66(1), the representatives of the Executive Board to the Forty-sixth World 
Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of the Board at its ninetieth and ninety-first 
sessions. 

NINETIETH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

2. At its ninetieth session (18 and 19 May 1992), the Executive Board dealt with a number of procedural 
matters including the election of its officers and the filling of vacancies on some of its committees. The 
representatives of the Board to the Forty-fifth World Health Assembly reported on a number of issues related 
to improving the Assembly's method of work. 

3. At both the ninetieth and ninety-first sessions, the Board reviewed a number of expert committee and 
study group reports. It took note of the report of the special session of the UNICEF /WHO Joint Committee 
on Health Policy and endorsed the recommendations made by the Committee on a number of issues - in 
particular those pertaining to action to be taken at country level following the World Summit for Children. 
The Board considered a preliminary report prepared by a preparatory group proposing the establishment of a 
working group of the Board on the WHO response to global change. 

NINETY-FIRST SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

4. At its ninety-first session, the Board nominated Dr Hiroshi Nakajima for the post of Director-General of 
the World Health Organization for a further period of five years from 21 July 1993. The Board is submitting 
this nomination for the approval of the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly. 

5. The Board reviewed the proposed programme budget for the financial period 1994-1995. Concurrently it 
considered the reports of the Regional Directors on significant regional developments including regional 
committee matters. Progress reports on the implementation of resolutions as required by the Health Assembly 
or the Board were considered when the appropriate programme was discussed during the programme budget 
review. The Board's report on its review of the proposed programme budget is as usual arranged in three 
chapters: General policy matters, Programme policy matters, and Budgetary and financial policy matters. The 
full report, including comments on the programme policy matters, is presented separately in document 
EB91/1993/REC/1, Part II. 

6. The Board noted that the proposed regular budget amounted to US$ 872 496 000 for the financial period 
1994-1995, an increase of 18.72% over that for the financial period 1992-1993. This broke down into a 2.5% 
real reduction, an increase of 15.46% resulting from inflation and 5.76% from the weakening of the United 
States dollar at the time the budget was prepared. The Board understood that the latter figure will, in all 
likelihood, be reduced or eliminated in view of the recent strengthening of the United States dollar. 

7. While endorsing in broad terms the Director-General’s budget proposals in the proposed appropriation 
resolution (resolution EB91.R13), the Board requested him to undertake further efforts to make reductions 
and economies that could reduce the level of the proposed programme budget (resolution EB91.R12). 
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8. In examining the proposals related to different programmes the Board adopted a number of resolutions: 
namely, for dengue prevention and control (resolution EB91.R3), control of malaria (resolution EB91.R4), 
eradication of poliomyelitis (resolution EB91.R7), and on tuberculosis (resolution EB91.R9) and nutrition 
(resolution EB91.R8), recommending action by the Health Assembly; and after examining a draft WHO global 
strategy for health and environment, it requested that it be forwarded to the Health Assembly (resolution 
EB91.R6). 

9. The Board had extensive discussions on the preliminary report of its Working Group on WHO response 
to global change while noting that the final report will be presented to its ninety-second session. The Board 
expressed its concern at the level of contributions outstanding from Member States and recommended a 
resolution to the Health Assembly calling the attention of all Members to the importance of paying 
contributions as early as possible (resolution EB91.R11). 

10. The Board discussed a report on the method of work of the Health Assembly and made a number of 
suggestions for its consideration. As regards the recruitment of international staff, the Board expressed its 
support of the action by the Director-General and recommended to the Health Assembly the adoption of a 
resolution (in resolution EB91.R15), maintaining the targets previously established; where recruitment, 
employment and participation of women was concerned, the Board decided to set a time limit of 30 September 
1995 for reaching the target: 30% of all professional and higher-graded posts in established offices to be 
occupied by women (resolution EB91.R16). 

11. As to collaboration within the United Nations system, the Board underlined the need for reinforced 
collaboration and coordination in matters relating to health and development and requested the Director-
General to provide technical expertise on matters affecting human health and the promotion of health or 
health-related programmes within the United Nations system (resolution EB91.R19). 

12. The Board decided to maintain official relations with 38 of the nongovernmental organizations reviewed 
at its ninety-first session while discontinuing such relations with two, and established official relations with ten 
new ones. 

13. The Board awarded the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize to Dr Fujio Otani (Japan), the Dr A.T. Shousha 
Foundation Prize to Dr Hajar A. Hajar (Qatar), the Child Health Foundation Prize to Dr Chryssa Tzoumaka-
Bakoula (Greece), the Sasakawa Health Prize jointly to Professor Oladapo Alabi Ladipo and Mrs Grace 
Ebun Delano (Nigeria) and to the Arpana Research and Charities Trust (India). It also awarded the first 
Francesco Pocchiari fellowships to Dr Gyula Poor (Hungary) and to Mr William Saila Pomat (Papua New 
Guinea). 

14. The Board approved the provisional agenda of the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly starting on 
Monday, 3 May 1993 in Geneva. The ninety-second session of the Board will be convened on Monday, 17 May 
1993 at WHO headquarters in Geneva. 


