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The Forty-fifth World Health Assembly, 
Bearing in mind the principles for health laid down in the WHO Constitution; 
Taking account of the framework for new public health action presented by the Director-General to the 

Executive Board at its eighty-ninth session;2 

Recalling resolutions WHA34.38, WHA36.28 and resolution WHA40.24, on the effects of nuclear war on 
health and health services, and recognizing that it has been established that no health service in the world can 
alleviate in any significant way a situation resulting from the use of even a single nuclear weapon;3 

Recalling resolution WHA42.26 on the close link between health and environmental degradation and 
recognizing the short- and long-term environmental consequences of the use of nuclear weapons, which will be 
injurious to human health for generations; 

Appreciating recent efforts to reduce the number of nuclear warheads, while noting that these weapons 
still exist in vast numbers, posing a serious threat to life and health; 

Noting the concern of the world health community about the acute danger of nuclear proliferation, the 
control of existing nuclear stockpiles and the increased access of nations to nuclear weapons technology and 
expertise, thus increasing the risks to health and undermining the efforts of WHO and its Member States to 
achieve health for all; 

Recalling that WHO has concluded that primary prevention is the only appropriate means of 
management of the health and environmental effects of the use of nuclear weapons; 

Recognizing that the regulatory processes needed for primary prevention of the health hazards of nuclear 
weapons cannot be formulated without a clear determination of the legal status of the use of these weapons; 

1 Provisional pending the decision of the General Committee concerning the most appropriate agenda item under which 
to consider this resolution. 

2 Document EB89/1992/REC/1 Annex 9. 
3 See Effects of nuclear war on health and health services (Second edition). Geneva, World Health Organization, 1987. 
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REQUESTS the Director-General: 
(1) to refer the matter to the Executive Board to study and formulate a request for an advisory opinion 
from the International Court of Justice on the status in international law of the use of nuclear weapons 
in view of their serious effects on health and environment; 
(2) to report back to the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly. 


