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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

(Draft) A45/52

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE

13 May 1992

FORTY-FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

THIRD REPORT OF COMMITTEE В
(DRAFT)
During its fifth and sixth meetings held on 12 May 1992, Committee В decided to recommend to the
Forty-fifth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions relating to the following agenda
items:
30.

Collaboration within the United Nations system
30.1 General matters
30.2 Health assistance to specific countries

31.

Child health and development: health of the newborn

Agenda item 30.1

COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM
GENERAL MATTERS
The Forty-fifth World Health Assembly,
Having considered United Nations General Assembly resolutions 44/211 and 46/219 on operational
activities for development of the United Nations system;
Noting the reports of the Director-General outlining WHO's technical cooperation policies, strategies
and activities with countries in relation to the principal themes and objectives set out in United Nations
General Assembly resolution 44/211;
Noting further the comments and observations of the WHO regional committees as consolidated in the
reports of the Director-General;
Emphasizing the extent to which the action and strategies determined by the World Health Assembly in
recent years clearly address the objectives and themes that are set out in United Nations General Assembly
resolution 44/211;
Welcoming in particular the renewed emphasis given to the human dimension of development, to the
need to reach the poorest and most vulnerable sections of society, and to the full utilization of national
capabilities, including "grass-roots" participation in operational activities;
Reaffirming the need for coordination within the United Nations system with a view to improving further
the efficiency, effectiveness and productivity of its development cooperation activities;
Considering that full interagency and intergovernmental consultation is required on certain approaches to
planning and implementing technical cooperation activities proposed in United Nations General Assembly
resolution 44/211, including the calls for central funding of technical cooperation, redefinition of the
participation of specialized agencies in activities for development, and restructuring of the United Nations
system at the country level;
Recalling WHO's constitutional mandate to act as the directing and coordinating authority on
international health work, to cooperate with governments upon request in strengthening health services, and to
provide appropriate technical assistance;
Recalling its requests to the Director-General to mobilize extrabudgetary contributions for carrying out
new or expanded programme activities,
1.
CONSIDERS that mechanisms applied by WHO in the development and implementation of its
programmes of technical cooperation with Member States are in consonance with national aspirations and
approaches and with the development objectives identified in United Nations General Assembly resolution
44/211;
2.
REQUESTS the Executive Board and the regional committees to keep resolution 44/211 under
consideration as appropriate;
3.

REQUESTS the Director-General:
(1) to maintain WHO's direct and privileged access to national health authorities for the provision of
technical advice and support for the formulation and execution of national health plans and activities;
(2) to enhance collaboration at country level between the WHO representatives and other field
representatives of the United Nations system, particularly the United Nations resident coordinator;

(3) to contribute, through appropriate bodies for interagency and intergovernmental coordination and
consultation, to studies and recommendations on the implementation of United Nations General
Assembly resolution 44/211，with a view to defining and executing activities for development for the
maximum benefit of developing countries;
(4) to reinforce technical cooperation with Member States in a multisectoral and economic context, on
the basis of national determination of health needs, priorities and programmes and with a view to
ensuring WHO support for national self-reliance in health development.

Agenda item 30.1

SUPPORT TO DROUGHT-STRICKEN COUNTRIES OF
SOUTHERN AFRICA
(Draft resolution proposed by the delegations of Angola, Botswana,
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland,
United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe)
The Forty-fifth World Health Assembly,
Deeply concerned that severe drought is threatening human life and is causing serious loss of livestock
and food crops in the countries of southern Africa;
Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 46/182 (1991) on strengthening the coordination
of humanitarian emergency assistance by the United Nations;
Recalling resolutions WHA36.29, WHA37.29 and WHA38.29 on drought;
Considering that serious undernutrition is likely to affect millions of inhabitants of southern Africa,
especially vulnerable groups of pregnant and lactating mothers, children under five years of age, and the elderly
in the affected countries;
Aware that the consequences of undernutrition arising from this natural disaster fall directly within the
competence of WHO;
Noting that the affected governments have declared a national emergency as a result of the drought, have
appealed for international emergency assistance, and have taken steps to coordinate the relief efforts with the
United Nations and the donor community;
Realizing that the effects of the drought will directly affect the development programmes in the affected
countries,
1.
CALLS ON the international community, including bilateral donors, specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system, and nongovernmental organizations, to assist in resource
mobilization and coordination of the relief efforts to alleviate the effects of the drought;
2.

REQUESTS the Director-General:
(1)

to support the efforts of the affected countries in coordinating the emergency relief programme;

(2) to bring to the attention of the appropriate bodies of the United Nations system the need to
provide immediate substantial assistance in the way of food for the affected countries;
(3) to mobilize the emergency prophylactic and therapeutic supplies which will invariably be required
to counteract the negative effects of the drought on health and development;
(4) to mobilize adequate resources for the implementation of immediate, medium- and long-term
health activities in the affected countries;
(5) to report to the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly on progress made in the implementation of
this resolution.

Agenda item 30.1

COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM
GENERAL MATTERS
MULTISECTORAL COLLABORATION ON WHO'S PROGRAMME ON
TOBACCO OR HEALTH
(Draft resolution proposed by the delegations of Botswana, Canada, Lesotho，
Malawi, Maldives, Malta, Namibia, Nigeria, Russian Federation, Swaziland,
Tonga, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe)
The Forty-fifth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the Director-General's report on collaboration within the United Nations system and
noting the relevance of that œllaboration in approaching issues such as "tobacco or health";
Recalling resolutions WHA42.19 and WHA43.16 regarding the socioeconomic and development
implications of tobacco in the countries that depend on tobacco production as a major source of income;
Reaffirming the need for multisectoral strategies, including the involvement of other members of the
United Nations system in dealing with the complexities and difficulties of the subject of "tobacco or health";
Recalling the Executive Board's decision at its eighty-ninth session (EB89(16)) on the action taken by the
Director-General in reporting to the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, and the
reaffirmation of the reorientation given to WHO's programme on "tobacco or health";
Concerned about the lack of appropriate follow-up activities to the Director-General's report on the need
for multisectoral collaboration within the United Nations system for the problem of "tobacco or health" at the
session of the Economic and Social Council in July 1991;
Concerned about the economic effects of the reduction of tobacco production in the tobacco-producing
countries which are still unable to develop a viable economic alternative to tobacco,
1.
THANKS the Director-General for his report, and for bringing to the attention of the Economic and
Social Council the need for collaboration within the United Nations system on the complex issue of "tobacco or
health";
2.
REQUESTS the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations to put the subject of "tobacco or
health" on the agenda of its next session so that the subject is officially discussed with an appropriate follow-up
in the United Nations General Assembly and organizations of the United Nations system;
3.

REQUESTS the Director-General:
(1) to continue to seek and to facilitate multisectoral collaboration on WHO，s "tobacco or health"
programme within the United Nations system;
(2) to bring to the Council's attention WHO,s concern over socioeconomic problems of tobacco
production and difficulties associated with assistance to the countries dependent on tobacco production,
as reflected in the report requested in operative paragraph 3(5) of resolution WHA43.16.

Agenda item 30.2

COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM
HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO SPECIFIC COUNTRIES
(Draft resolution proposed by the delegations of Austria，Russian Federation,
Sweden, and United States of America)
The Forty-fifth World Health Assembly,
Recalling and confirming the previous resolutions of the Health Assembly on health assistance to specific
countries, and most recently resolutions WHA44.37 (Health and medical assistance to Lebanon), WHA44.38
(Health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in Cyprus), WHA44.39 (Liberation struggle in southern
Africa: assistance to the front-line States, Lesotho and Swaziland), WHA44.40 (Reconstruction and
development of the health sector in Namibia) and WHA44.43 (Health and medical assistance to Somalia);
Noting the increasing number of countries and areas stricken by natural and man-made disasters and the
subsequent numerous reports submitted for discussion during the World Health Assembly;
Taking note of the United Nations General Assembly resolution 46/182, "Strengthening of the
coordination of humanitarian assistance of the United Nations";
Recalling resolution WHA35.1, on methods of work of the Health Assembly, which draws attention to
the desirability of a full discussion at regional levels of all matters dealing with specific countries before such
items are referred to the Health Assembly;
Having examined the Director-General's report1 on the action taken by WHO for the emergency health
and medical assistance to specific countries,
1.
EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Director-General for his continuous efforts in accordance with
United Nations General Assembly resolution 46/182 to strengthen the Organization's capacity to respond
promptly and efficiently to country-specific emergencies;
2.
URGES the Director-General to continue to give high priority to countries mentioned in the above
resolutions and to coordinate these and other WHO efforts in emergency preparedness and humanitarian
assistance with the humanitarian affairs programmes of the United Nations system, including mobilization of
extrabudgetary resources;
3.
CALLS UPON the Director-General to report to the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly on the
implementation of this resolution.

1

Documents A44/28 and A45/26.

Agenda item 31

CHILD HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT:
HEALTH OF THE NEWBORN
The Forty-fifth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the Director-General's report on "Child health and development: health of the
newborn";
Recalling resolutions WHA31.55 and WHA32.42 on maternal and child health and family planning;
Reaffirming WHO's commitment to the goals of the World Summit for Children;
Aware that at least one-third of the deaths of children under five years of age occur during the first
month, and most frequently the first week of life, mainly as a consequence of the poor health and nutrition
status of the mother and the poor quality of care she receives before, during and after delivery;
Noting that inadequate attention to the health of the pregnant woman and the newborn results in
markedly increased likelihood of death, ill-health or disability during later infancy, childhood and even adult
life;
Recognizing that significant improvements in health of the newborn in all countries could be achieved by
integrating safe motherhood activities with appropriate care of the newborn; namely improving maternal
nutrition, controlling perinatal infections, adapting resuscitation and thermal control principles to local
circumstances, and ensuring that breast-feeding starts immediately after birth,
1.

URGES all Member States:
(1) to train those providing maternal and child health care in the principles and techniques of risk
screening during pregnancy, clean and safe delivery, resuscitation, thermal control and breast-feeding;
(2) to strengthen their monitoring and surveillance systems for maternal and perinatal health so that
they provide continuous assessment of problems and progress in terms of coverage, quality of care and
the attainment of specific targets;

2.

URGES the Director-General:
(1)

to reinforce his cooperation with Member States in implementing the measures specified above;

(2) to ensure that the Organization's support is provided through district-based national health
programmes;
(3) to further strengthen the Organization's activities in operational research for perinatal care and in
the area of research on and development of appropriate technology;
(4)

to develop and promote the use of indicators of the quality of maternal and neonatal health care;

(5) to mobilize additional scientific and financial resources for the measures specified in this
resolution;
(6)

to keep the Health Assembly informed of progress through appropriate mechanisms.

