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INTRODUCTION 

1. In conformity with decision EB66(1), the representatives of the Executive Board to the Forty-fifth World 
Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of the Board at its eighty-eighth and eighty-
ninth sessions. An oral statement will also be made to the plenary meeting, highlighting the discussion and the 
decisions taken on some of the issues dealt with by the Board at the two sessions. 
EIGHTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

2. At its eighty-eighth session (20 and 21 May 1991), the Executive Board dealt with a number of 
procedural matters, including the election of its officers and the filling of vacancies on some of its committees. 
3. The representatives of the Board to the Forty-fourth World Health Assembly raised a number of issues 
related to improving the Assembly's method of work. A suggestion was made that the Health Assembly could 
be shortened by two days and that the short May session of the Board could be held in the time thus saved, 
both bodies completing their work within two weeks. 
4. At both the eighty-eighth and the eighty-ninth session a number of expert committee and study group 
reports were reviewed. The Board appointed Dr Souad Lyagoubi-Ouahchi as General Chairman of the 
Technical Discussions to be held during the current World Health Assembly on the subject "Women, health 
and development". 
5. The Board took note of the report of the UNICEF/WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy on its 
twenty-eighth session and endorsed the recommendations made by the Committee on a number of issues - in 
particular those pertaining to action following the World Summit for Children and implementation of the 
common goals for the health of women and children. The Board also agreed that a special session of the Joint 
Committee would be convened in January 1992 to discuss the follow-up activities to the World Summit for 
Children. 
6. The Board considered a report on regionalization of the technical cooperation activities of the Global 
Programme on AIDS and expressed satisfaction at the progress made in the regionalization process in the 
African Region. 
EIGHTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

7. At its eighty-ninth session the Board considered the report on the second evaluation of implementation 
of the Global Strategy for Health for All. The Board expressed satisfaction that 151 out of 168 Member States 
had reported on the evaluation. Analyses of socioeconomic factors had revealed that the importance of health 
as a basic element of development was being increasingly recognized. At the global level, health status 
measured in terms of traditional indicators such as life expectancy and child mortality was constantly 
improving, but the gap between the least developed countries and the others was widening. The Board 
considered that sustainable health development required a new framework based on the principles of equity in 
health care and equality of access to care. The Board recommended that the eighth report on the world 
health situation be prepared on the basis of the second evaluation of the implementation of the strategy 
(resolution EB89.R6). 



8. The Director-General said that far-reaching social, economic and political changes in the world, as well 
as changing disease patterns which had severe implications for development, pointed to the need for new 
public health action, or a paradigm for health. The world had arrived at a critical juncture in its history. With 
the end of the cold war, there was a movement towards greater democratization and pluralism. In spite of the 
interdependence of countries in the world economy, increasing numbers of regional and within-country conflicts 
were greatly affecting the health conditions of populations. The future thus depended on how problems and 
conflicts were solved taking into account those basic human needs for development that could be 
accommodated within available resources. The Board discussed at length the various aspects critical for future 
health development and WHO's role in it. 
9. The Board, considering the fundamental global political, social and economic changes, decided to set up 
a working group to define WHO's response to such changes. A preparatory group was set up to facilitate the 
work of the working group which is to be appointed by the Executive Board at its ninetieth session. The 
working group was requested to examine issues regarding the leadership role, mission and structure the 
Organization will be required to have in order to cope with the global changes. 
10. The Board considered ten progress reports submitted to it as requested by previous resolutions adopted 
by the Health Assembly or the Executive Board. In considering the strengthening of the role of nursing and 
midwifery personnel, it requested further information on the use of nursing personnel in WHO. It endorsed 
the report on health promotion, public information and education for health. It considered that the role of 
WHO in disability prevention and rehabilitation should cover promotion of disability prevention in 
collaboration with other international and nongovernmental organizations (resolution EB89.R7). 
11. The Board took note of the strategy of the new programme of the Organization on substance abuse, 
especially as it related to drug and alcohol abuse. The Board considered that vaccine quality was one of the 
most important elements for the success of the Expanded Programme on Immunization and endorsed the plan 
for assurance of vaccine quality including steps to establish or strengthen national control authorities in 
Member States (resolution EB89.R8). 
12. The Board supported the Organization's initiative for intensified cooperation with countries in greatest 
need. It noted that the financing of health care was a major problem for ail countries in the developing world 
and was of significant concern in many of the industrialized countries. It took note of the report on technical 
cooperation among developing countries and complimented the Organization on the activities undertaken in 
the control of cholera in various parts of the world. It welcomed the involvement of the Advisory Committee 
on Health Research in all its research-policy-oriented activities, while observing that some of the reports of 
subcommittees of the Advisory Committee could be framed in more simple language so as to be understood by 
a wider range of health professionals. 
13. The Board appreciated the work of the WHO Commission on Health and Environment and was of the 
opinion that its report could be one of the most important documents at the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development to be held in June 1992 in Rio de Janeiro. The Board assessed the progress 
made during the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, and adopted a resolution on 
environmental health requesting that WHO formulate a new global strategy for environmental health 
(resolution EB89.R17). In considering the International Programme on Chemical Safety, the Board was 
satisfied that under the leadership of WHO the Programme had become a well-coordinated interagency 
cooperative activity with ILO and UNEP and that it collaborated closely with programmes on related subjects 
of other organizations. It recommended that the scientific work of the Programme be strengthened to meet 
the current and foreseen challenges of chemical safety (resolution EB89.R9). 
14. Considering the item on "Child health and development: health of the newborn", the Board recognized 
that significant improvements in the health of the newborn could be achieved by integrating safe motherhood 
activities with appropriate care of the newborn - e.g. improving maternal nutrition, controlling perinatal 
infections, adapting resuscitation and thermal control principles to local circumstances, and ensuring that 
breast-feeding starts immediately after birth (resolution EB89.R10). 
15. The Board considered a report from the Director-General on micronutrient malnutrition and noted that 
it was feasible to eliminate iodine deficient disorders and vitamin A deficieiwy and to reduce substantially 
iron deficiency anaemia. It requested the Organization to prepare guidelines on national strategies for 



prevention and control of micronutrient deficiencies (resolution EB89.R11). The Board also reviewed a 
progress report on infant and young child nutrition and the status of implementation of the International Code 
of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes. It requested the Director-General to continue WHO’s collaboration 
with its traditional international partners, in particular UNICEF, in order to attain the objectives in infant and 
young child nutrition (resolution EB89.R18). 
16. The Board endorsed the 1992 update of the global AIDS strategy stressing a sixfold approach to the 
prevention and control of AIDS. Noting that the pandemic was spreading markedly in developing countries 
and continued to increase in developed countries, it recommended that the Health Assembly call upon all 
Member States to intensify national AIDS prevention efforts (resolution EB89.R19). 
17. The Board noted the report of its Committee on Drug Policies, especially as it related to essential drugs 
and safety and efficacy of pharmaceutical products. It endorsed the activities of the Action Programme on 
Essential Drugs (resolution EB89.R4). The Board recommended that the Director-General be requested to 
suggest to the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences that it convene a meeting of 
interested parties to discuss possible approaches to further advancing the principles embodied in WHO's 
ethical criteria for medicinal drug promotion (EB89.R2) and endorsed the guidelines for implementation of the 
WHO Certification Scheme on the Quality of Pharmaceutical Products moving in International Commerce 
(resolution EB89.R3). 
18. The Board expressed its concern at the status of collection of assessed contributions and noted that only 
90 Members had paid their annual contributions to the effective working budget in full and 50 Members had 
made no payment towards their contributions in 1991 (resolution EB89.R5). 
19. The Board heard a statement by the representative of the WHO Staff Associations and ressed its 
appreciation of the standard of work performed by WHO staff. It confirmed amendments to Staff Rules, 
especially as they related to the salary scale applicable to staff in the professional category and directors* posts 
consolidating some of the post adjustment and applying a "no loss, no gain" formula (resolution EB89.R12). It 
also recommended to the Health Assembly the adoption of the salary scales for ungraded posts and the 
Director-General to take these changes into account (resolution EB89.R13). 
20. The Board recognized that coordination within the United Nations system was improving and that WHO 
was playing a particularly active role. It also expressed the view that the Director-General's action in bringing 
matters relating to "tobacco or health" to the attention of the Economic and Social Council was appropriate, 
and that W H O ' S role should be primarily in the area of health rather than in the economics of tobacco 
production. The Board adopted resolution EB89.R15, on the subject of United Nations General Assembly 
resolution 44/211 on approaches to planning and implementing technical cooperation activities at different 
levels; and resolution EB89.R16, drawing attention to the deterioration of the health status of peoples beset by 
disasters and armed conflicts. 
21. The Board reappointed Dr Hussein A. Gezairy as Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean for 
a period of five years from 1 October 1992. It decided to award the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize to 
Professor David Cornelius Morley (United Kingdom); the Dr A.T. Shousha Foundation Prize to 
Dr Bachir Al-Azmeh (Syrian Arab Republic); the Dr A.T. Shousha Foundation Fellowship to 
Mr Eisa Ali Johali (Saudi Arabia); the Jacques Parisot Foundation Fellowship to Dr Maria Soledad Larraín 
(Chile); and the Sasakawa Health Prize to Dr Handojo Ijandrakusuma (Indonesia); Mrs Brigitte Girault and 
Mr Badara Samb (Senegal); and the Canadian Public Health Association. 
22. The Board decided to maintain official relations with 67 of the nongovernmental organizations reviewed 
at its eighty-ninth session, although it expressed its concern about the collaboration with three of the 
organizations. It decided to establish official relations with the International Bureau for Epilepsy and the 
International Medical Informatics Association, and to discontinue official relations with the International 
Union of School and University Health and Medicine and the International Centre of Social Gerontology. 
23. The Board approved the provisional agenda of the Forty-fifth World Health Assembly. The ninetieth 
session of the Board would be convened on Monday, 18 May 1992, at WHO headquarters in Geneva. 


