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Continued armed conflict in Lebanon during 1990 required 
emergency medical and health assistance from WHO. This report, 
submitted in accordance with resolution WHA43.12, describes the 
health and medical assistance provided by the World Health 
Organization during 1990 and the first quarter of 1991. 

WHO'S health and medical assistance to Lebanon has encompassed the provision of 
essential drugs and supplies as well as technical support in assessing local needs. 

With particular respect to emergency medical assistance, WHO provided supplies to 
the value of US$ 104 000, to meet pressing surgical needs. These supplies were 
distributed to hospitals in the conflict-affected areas of East and West Beirut. 

Technical support was also provided at the request of the Lebanese authorities, when 
a two-person mission was undertaken from 12 to 25 July 1990. Aimed at cooperating with 
the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs to assess the health needs in areas affected by 
armed conflict, this mission also provided the groundwork for an overall 
rehabilitation/reconstruction plan for the health infrastructure of the country. 

A draft proposal was prepared and submitted to the Ministry of Health and Social 
Affairs on 25 September 1990, at a meeting with representation from organizations of the 
United Nations system and nongovernmental organizations. The revised project document 
now strongly emphasizes primary health care, and includes specific consideration of 
tuberculosis control priorities as well as measures to ensure adequate drinking-water 
quality. The final rehabilitation/reconstruction plan for the health sector was approved 
by the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs in December 1990, after which the Lebanese 
Government requested the Director-General to seek support for its implementation. The 
approved plan was also submitted to Mr Bettino Craxi, the Special Representative of the 
United Nations Secretary-General to Lebanon. 

1990 was also the first year in which WHO's Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean undertook a Joint Programme Review within Lebanon. Such in-country 
programming was not possible in previous bienniums because of security constraints. The 
1990 Joint Programme Review Mission noted that progress had been made in the 
implementation of primary health care and in immunization coverage. 

During 1990, four fellowships were awarded for training in such areas as 
pharmaceutical quality, primary health care management and health statistics. 

With regard to external resource mobilization during 1990, WHO established a 
voluntary fund for health and medical assistance to Lebanon. This fund is intended to 
support health reconstruction/rehabilitation efforts once hostilities subside. To date, 
US$ 125 000 have been received from the Council of Arab Ministers of Health for this 
purpose. 


