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International Association for Dental Research (IADR) 

By resolution EB97.R23 the Board, at its ninety-seventh session in January 1996，decided, inter alia, "to 
postpone consideration of the application from the International Association for Dental Research for a year to 
permit the gathering of information from the Association about its practical activities in the prevention of oral 
diseases and promotion of oral health;". 

The Association's original request for admission into official relations is resubmitted as attached. Its 
response, which has been abridged, to the Board's request is as follows: 

One of the main objectives of IADR is to "develop improved methods for the prevention and treatment 
of oral and dental diseases". It seeks to achieve this objective through research both by individual 
members and by support to the development and extension of research that is relevant to countries' oral 
disease profiles. 

A. Development and promotion of research in the prevention of oral diseases 

IADR provides funds to support research projects for the promotion of oral health in developing countries. 
Projects relating to specific problems concerning important oral diseases are selected. Projects at present 
being supported include: evaluation of school-based sealant techniques; studies of caries status of 
Medicaid recipients and possible use of sealants; smoking and periodontal diseases in older adults; and 
phenotype and genotype markers potentially related to prevention of oro-facial clefts. In addition, funds 
have been provided for infrastructure development and communication technology. 

IADR finances "science transfer" activities, sending leading researchers to conduct scientific workshops 
(e.g., in 1995 in China and Indonesia; in 1996 in Sri Lanka, Poland, and Hungary). 

Support is provided each year for 30 young researchers to gain practical experience in research methods. 

Awards to promote research in prevention methods that have an impact on community health are funded 
for one person each year in each of the 20 IADR divisions. 

B. Oral health promotion activities 

IADR and WHO together sponsor the biennial World Congresses on Preventive Dentistry. The 1997 
Congress will be held in South Africa. The main themes include: effectiveness of oral disease prevention 
programmes, minimal essential action and strategies for achieving focused objectives of oral health 
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improvement; oral health education, oral health promotion, and research trends; and priorities for oral 

disease prevention. Post-congress workshops will provide training in epidemiological research methods 

and organization of preventive programmes. 

IADR promotes the use of "tooth-friendly products", i.e., sweets and snacks that have low cariogenicity. 

Oral cancer and related conditions are major public health problems in the Indian subcontinent and other 

countries in South-East Asia.. IADR is active in encouraging programmes for early diagnosis and 

prevention of oral precancerous lesions. In 1996，plans were developed to initiate pragmatic preventive 

programmes in the Americas. Information on these will subsequently be made available throughout the 

world. 

C. Expert advice to WHO 

IADR provides expert advice to the Pan American Health Organization to support the development and 

implementation of fluoridation of salt in the Region. Countries currently involved include Bolivia, Chile, 

Jamaica, Ecuador, Uruguay, Colombia, Mexico, and Venezuela. Future technical areas being considered 

are: infectious diseases, oral cancer and tobacco use, and oral health and the ageing population. 

IADR members provide advice to W H O regarding scientific policy as members of expert committees, e.g., 

on recent advances in oral health, and fluorides and oral health; and are participating in the global 

consultation on use of amalgam and alternative restorative materials in oral care. 

D. Research and activities related to development of affordable and accessible oral treatment 

IADR supports research on oral care materials through the current research efforts of its members. A 

specific example is the recent development of glass-ionomer cements suited for use with the atraumatic 

restorative treatment technique (ART). A R T makes restorative dental care affordable for underprivileged 

communities, where previously "extraction only" was the dominant treatment. A symposium was held 

at a recent IADR meeting to present the technique, discuss and evaluate current use of A R T and promote 

its effective implementation. 
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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the applicant") 

International Association for Dental Research (IADR) (English only) 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person(s) to whom correspondence should 
be addressed 

International Association for Dental Research 
1619 Duke Street 
Alexandria, V A 22314 
U S A 

Tel: 001 703 548 0066 
Fax: 001 703 548 1883 
E-mail: research@iadr.com 

Dr John J. Clarkson, Executive Director 
Dr Robert J. Collins, Jr., Deputy Executive Director 

3. General objectives of the applicant 

To promote research in all aspects of oral and related sciences, to encourage development of improved 
methods for prevention and treatment of oral and dental diseases, and to facilitate cooperation among 
investigators and communication of research findings and their implications throughout the world. 

4. What are the main activities of the applicant? 

Facilitates and promotes research, and the dissemination and application of research results through, 
inter alia, the activities of a number of committees, 19 scientific groups, awards and fellowship programmes, 

1 Based on reply to questionnaire submitted by the applicant on 17 August 1995. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental organization 
itself and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the WHO Secretariat concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries. 

mailto:research@iadr.com
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and the membership formed into 16 divisions and six sections. Also convenes an annual scientific meeting 
and publishes three scientific journals (see 16 below). The current strategic plan is as follows: 

- e n c o u r a g e research through establishment and support of programmes to promote oral health 
research. Regions with less developed research programmes are being identified for specific support, 
and it is intended to focus resources on fellowships to enhance professional development. Training 
grants are awarded, and a visiting lecturer programme is in place, the first of which was held in 
Indonesia, 1995; 

- a w a r d travel fellowships for young researchers to attend annual scientific meetings; 

- e x p a n d and further develop partnerships with international dental associations, industry, health 
agencies, and scientific and educational professional organizations; 

- e n h a n c e membership recruitment and participation, and improve services to members; 

- e n s u r e presentation of current knowledge on oral health research and application of research findings 
through, inter alia, regional scientific meetings and conferences, and increased dissemination of the 
Journal of Dental Research; 

- e n c o u r a g e science transfer programmes; a "scientific frontiers in clinical dentistry" programme will 
continue and, through a visiting lecturer programme, opportunities for other science transfer activities 
in China, South-East Asia, and eastern Europe are being explored; 

- p r o v i d e relevant information on oral health research to members, governments, international agencies, 
the media and the public, and also develop and disseminate policy statements and position papers 
on such issues of concern to the scientific community, media and public as amalgam or tobacco use. 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

The following main objectives of the applicant complement the work of W H O : to promote research, 
including on epidemiology of oral diseases, using the W H O base method for oral health surveys 1995; to 
improve methods for prevention and treatment of major oral disease affordable to the majority of a 
population; to facilitate cooperation and communication of research findings worldwide, together with W H O 
collaborating centres on oral health; and to play an active part in the development of the country-profile 
programme initiated by W H O ' s programme on oral health. Research is aimed at determining the causes of 
ill-health and its ultimate prevention and cure. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

In 1993 the applicant initiated the International Dental Leadership Forum for promoting cooperation 
and communication between organizations representing dental research, education, and practice. Members 
are W H O , the applicant, International Federation of Dental Education Associations, FDI World Dental 
Federation,1 International Federation of Dental Hygienists, International Dental Manufacturers Association, 

1 A nongovernmental organization in official relations with WHO. 
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and representatives of four transnational corporations. The Forum has met biannually since 1993，encouraging 

a broad exchange of information. 

International collaboration to ensure an oral health research agenda has been promoted, both through 

the International Dental Leadership Forum and through discussions between W H O , the applicant, and the 

National Institutes of Health (Bethesda, United States of America). Since 1993，the general sessions of the 

applicant have included symposia to help promote a clear research agenda. At the applicant's last general 

session (Singapore, 1995), the results of the W H O international collaborative study were presented, which 

allowed for an assessment of future research needs. A programme on "minimal intervention techniques for 

dental caries", supported by W H O , was also presented in a symposium. 

The applicant and W H O worked closely on promotion of World Health Day 1994，which focused on 
oral health. For example, it participated in W H O ' s meeting to commemorate World Health Day, and also 
served as one of the members of the Year of Oral Health Consortium, set up by W H O to promote oral health 
in 1994. Funding of US$ 200 000 was obtained and over 30 projects, aimed at improving oral health in 
developing regions, were assessed, funded and evaluated. Generally, the applicant promoted W H O oral health 
policies throughout 1994 and 1995. 

W H O and the applicant are the two bodies which oversee and plan the World Congress on Preventive 

Dentistry, which aims at promoting prevention of oral diseases. The fourth congress (Sao Paolo, Brazil, 

1995)，during which major symposia and lectures on prevention and promotion were held, attracted a 

participation of over 1600 dental researchers. 

W H O was one of the sponsors of a science transfer programme organized by the applicant (Beijing, 
1995). Over 500 delegates from all over China attended the meeting. As a result, it is expected that a 
division of the applicant will be formed in China. 

(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
applicant will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

Collaboration will continue with W H O ' s programme on oral health as follows: 

-the International Dental Leadership Forum will continue to be active in promoting collaboration 

between the research, education, and practising aspects of the dental profession and the dental 

industry; 

-the applicant, through its strategic plan, will actively promote and support oral research in developing 

regions through grants and fellowship programmes. W H O advice and assistance in these programmes 

will be sought; 

一 in conjunction with the World Congress on Preventive Dentistry (South Africa, 1997 and China, 

1999)，joint activities will be launched aimed at developing appropriate oral health programmes in 

those regions; 

-the applicant will collaborate in achieving W H O goals for oral health for 2000 and in developing 

future W H O goals; 

-the applicant will continue the visiting lecturer programme aimed at the transfer of science to newly 

developing regions. W H O collaboration will be sought in this programme; 
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-collaboration on electronic communication, Internet and World Wide Web, will be initiated. The 
applicant has a home page on the Web, and links with W H O ' s programme on oral health will be 
developed. 

7. (a) Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No. 

(b) Has the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? 

No. 

8. History of the applicant 

Founded in N e w York City, December 1920. The first annual meeting was held in N e w York City, 
1922 at which two scientific papers were presented. The first annual meeting outside the United States of 
America was in Toronto, Canada, 1930. Since 1965，the applicant and the American Association for Dental 
Research have shared a central office, now located in Alexandria, United States of America. 

9. Membership 

(a) List member/affiliated organizations, giving the countries in which they are 
established and the tota丨 number of persons who are members of each of these 
member/affiliated organizations 

There are 10 535 individual members in the following countries: Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, 
Bangladesh, Belgium, Botswana, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, China, Province of Taiwan, Colombia, Côte 
d'Ivoire, Croatia, Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hong Kong, 
Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Latvia, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Malawi, Malaysia, Mexico, Mozambique, Netherlands, N e w Zealand, 
Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Qatar, Romania, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Venezuela, Zaire, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Membership is formed into 16 divisions and six sections. Thirty or more members in any nation or 
group of geographically related nations, with the approval of the Council, may organize a division after 
maintaining section status for one year and having demonstrated the ability to conduct scientific and business 
sessions. Ten or more members within a divisional area may, with the approval of the division, organize a 
section for the advancement of the objectives of the division and the applicant. If the locality or localities 
are not within the limits of a division, a non-divisional section may also be organized. 

(b) Do member/affiliated organizations pay contributions to the applicant? 

Yes. 
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(с) Are there other types of membership of the applicant such as individual 
members, associate members? 

Yes, individual Associate, Student, Life, Honorary membership, and institutional membership. Only 
Life and Honorary members have all the rights and privileges of membership. 

10. Is the applicant affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

No. 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices of the applicant 

Not applicable. 

12. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as conference, governing body, executive 
committee 

The governing body is the Council, comprising the President, Immediate Past President, President-elect, 
Vice-President, Executive Director, Treasurer, Editor, and one or more Councillors from each division, group, 
and the FDI World Dental Federation. (Neither the Executive Director nor the Editor may vote.) 

Between meetings of the Council, executive management is the responsibility of the Board of Directors, 
comprising the President, Immediate Past President, President-elect, Vice-President, Treasurer, Editor, 
Executive Director, and three additional members designated by the Council. (Neither the Executive Director 
nor the Editor may vote.) 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each 

The Council meets annually, the last occasion on 27 June 1995; the Board of Directors meets twice 
a year, the last time on 28 June 1995. 

13. Officers 

John J. Clarkson, Executive Director 
Richard R. Ranney, President 
Barry J. Sessie, Immediate Past President 
John S. Greenspan, President-elect 
Per-Olof J. Glantz, Vice-President 
Ole Fejerskov, Treasurer 
Mark C. Herzberg, Editor 
William G. Young, Member-at-large 
At J. Ligthelm, Member-at-large 
Maria Fidela De Lima Navarro, Member-at-large 

Only the Executive Director is salaried and there is a staff of 13. The other officers hold voluntary 
positions. 
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14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the applicant? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

Financial statements for the three years 1991-1993 are held by the W H O Secretariat. 

16. Publications 

The official publication is the monthly Journal of Dental Research., "Advances in Dental Research" 
and "Critical Reviews in Oral Biology and Medicine" are issued on a quarterly basis. The journals are 
published in English and are scientific journals. The applicant also publishes meeting and congress 
proceedings on major new scientific issues. 

17. Documentation 

A copy of the applicant's Constitution and Bylaws is held by the W H O Secretariat. 


