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THIRD REPORT OF COMMITTEE A 

At its eighth and ninth meetings held on 16 May 1990, Committee A decided to 
recommend to the Forty-third World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached 
resolutions relating to the following agenda items : 

10. Review of the report of the Director-General on the work of WHO in 1988-1989 
(1 resolution) 

18. Strengthening technical and economic support to countries facing serious 
economic constraints (1 resolution) 

20. Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (report on 
progress in research and transfer of technology to national health services) 
(2 resolutions) 

Action Programme on Essential Drugs (progress report by the Director-General) 
(1 resolution) 



Agenda item 10 

TOBACCO OR HEALTH 

The Forty-third World Health Assembly, 

Recalling the strong statements on the issue of smoking and health made by the 
President in opening the Forty-third World Health Assembly; 

Recalling resolutions WHA33.35, WHA39.14, WHA41.25 and WHA42.19 on the health 
hazards of tobacco smoking and the WHO action programme on smoking and health; 

Recalling the requirement contained in resolution WHA42.19 concerning a review of 
crop substitution and the health and economic aspects of tobacco production and 
consumption; 

Recalling further that resolution WHA39.14 urged Member States to implement a 
comprehensive nine-point smoking control strategy; 

Encouraged by: 

(a) the significant progress made in many Member States in the implementation of 
this strategy; 

(b) the continuing decline in tobacco consumption in Member States that have 
adopted comprehensive smoking control policies； 

(c) recent information demonstrating the effectiveness of tobacco control 
strategies, and in particular: 

-legislation or other measures to provide protection from involuntary exposure 
to tobacco smoke in workplaces, public places and public transportation； 

-policies to achieve progressive increases in the real price of tobacco； 

-comprehensive legislative bans and other restrictive measures to effectively 
control the direct and the indirect advertising, promotion and sponsorship of 
tobacco； 

Deeply concerned by increasing evidence of the dangers to health of passive smoking 
and by a new WHO estimate that, unless current smoking rates decrease, there will be 
3 million tobacco-related deaths per year during the 1990s, and that this figure will 
rise quickly to 10 million deaths per year by the 2020s； 

Believing that millions of future premature deaths can be avoided if current smoking 
rates are quickly and substantially reduced; 



1. URGES all Member States: 

(1) to implement multisectoral comprehensive tobacco control strategies which, at a 
minimum, contain the nine elements outlined in resolution WHA39.14; 

(2) to consider including in their tobacco control strategies plans for legislation 
or other effective measures at the appropriate government level providing for: 

(a) effective protection from involuntary exposure to tobacco smoke in indoor 
workplaces, enclosed public places and public transport, with special attention 
to risk groups such as pregnant women and children; 

(b) progressive financial measures aimed at discouraging the use of tobacco； 

(c) progressive restrictions and concerted actions to eliminate eventually all 
direct and indirect advertising, promotion and sponsorship concerning tobacco； 

Noting that in countries where more than one level of government exists, that 
national jurisdictions may not have complete carriage of these issues; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to intensify his support for the 1988-1995 plan of action for the WHO programme 
on tobacco or health; 

(2) to ensure the provision of sufficient budgetary resources to assist Member 
States in implementing comprehensive tobacco control programmes； 

(3) to ensure that the report requested in resolution WHA42.19 is presented to the 
Forty-fourth World Health Assembly; 

(4) to monitor and report biennially to the Health Assembly on the progress and 
effectiveness of Member States' comprehensive tobacco control programmes； 

(5) to report to the Forty-fourth World Health Assembly on the progress made in 
assistance to countries that depend on tobacco production as a major source for 
financial resources for health and development with emphasis on measurement of 
efficacy of such assistance. 



Agenda item 18 

STRENGTHENING TECHNICAL AND ECONOMIC SUPPORT TO COUNTRIES FACING SERIOUS 
ECONOMIC CONSTRAINTS 

The Forty-third World Health Assembly, 

Noting the report of the Director-General on strengthening technical and economic 
support to countries facing serious economic constraints - intensified collaboration with 
countries； 

Aware of the effects of the structural adjustment programmes of these countries on 
their social sectors, particularly health; 

Recalling resolutions WHA42.3 and WHA42.4; 

Conscious of the need to support the efforts of these countries to attain the 
objectives of the Global Strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000, as adopted by WHO, 
and to adapt the structures of their health systems to that end in a manner consistent 
with the social, cultural and economic context of the country； 

Emphasizing that financing of the health sector should be considered as an 
investment in the future productive potential of countries, and that national and 
international resources should be used optimally for maximum impact on the health of 
populations； 

1. URGES Member States that have not done so: 

(1) to appraise their health structures - both governmental and 
and the way they are financed, and to identify realistic options 
efficient and equitable deployment of available resources within 
national development priorities； 

(2) to develop their capabilities to analyse the linkages between the various 
sectors related to health, and their influence on the health sector, so as to be 
able to recommend appropriate strategies in the face of rapid changes； 

(3) to strengthen their capabilities to analyse, plan and implement structural 
adjustments in the health sector, where necessary, bearing in mind the availability 
of internal and external resources and taking into account national priorities； 

(4) to strengthen appropriate training activities in order to increase the national 
capabilities mentioned above； 

2. CALLS ON the international community: 

(1) to intensify support to countries and people in greatest need; 

nongovernmental 
for the most 
the context of 



(2) to support, using all means available, countries' efforts to achieve 
sustainable development of their national health systems based on primary health 
care in the context of their overall national economic adjustment policies； 

REQUESTS the Director-General : 

(1) to support Member States in strengthening and further developing their health 
systems, and in identifying new resources and approaches； 

(2) to ensure that WHO takes the lead, particularly within the United Nations 
system, in the coordination of cooperative activities in the field of health, as 
defined in the WHO Constitution, with all countries, but particularly with countries 
and population groups in greatest need; 

(3) to develop within WHO, using the available resources, a capacity to monitor the 
effects of external economic conditions and of national structural adjustment 
programmes on the health sector at country level, with a view to assisting these 
countries to overcome any adverse consequences of external economic conditions and 
adjustment; 

(4) to pursue methods of sensitizing the international community to the possibility 
of achieving agreement on health and economic priorities, using all possible 
approaches, including the involvement of leaders at the highest political level； 

(5) to mobilize commitment and extrabudgetary support for these purposes； 

(6) to determine effective ways and the appropriate frequency of reporting on the 
state of the world's health and the progress achieved in implementing this 
resolution. 



Agenda item 20 

TROPICAL DISEASE RESEARCH 

The Forty-third World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolutions WHA30.42, EB71.R10 and EB77.R4; 

Noting the report of the Director-General on the UNDP/World Bank/WHO Special 
Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases; 

Appreciating the accomplishments of the Special Programme to date in the development 
and testing of a number of important new disease control tools, many of which are already 
in operational use, as well as the innovative and pioneering approaches taken in 
strengthening research capability in developing countries where tropical diseases are 
endemic； 

Recognizing, however, that the target diseases of the Special Programme (malaria, 
schistosomiasis, filariasis (including onchocerciasis), African trypanosomiasis, Chagas 
disease, leishmaniasis and leprosy) continue to be major public health problems in many 
tropical countries, especially in the least developed countries, not only in rural areas 
but also, increasingly, in urban areas； 

Aware that in some of these countries, notwithstanding the efforts that have been 
made, tropical diseases and especially malaria have continued to escalate, to the extent 
that malaria is once again one of the leading causes of morbidity; 

Aware that during the next decade further challenges need to be addressed with 
respect to : 

(a) translating current advances in basic biomedical research into practical 
disease control tools, such as recombinant and synthetic vaccines； 

(b) increasing the commitment of the pharmaceutical industry to the development of 
new drugs and vaccines for tropical diseases; 

(c) identifying strategies for preventing the most serious consequences of these 
diseases, such as childhood mortality from malaria; 

(d) promoting applied research in economics and social sciences to identify the 
most cost-effective methods of utilizing new tools； 

(e) strengthening field and operational research in the least developed countries 
in a sustainable manner; 



1. ENDORSES the thrusts and priorities of the Special Programme as adopted by the Joint 
Coordinating Board, which focus on: intensified strategies for the development of 
products in selected areas, such as new drugs for malaria, vaccines for leishmaniasis, 
malaria and schistosomiasis, and a macrofilaricide for filariasis； the implementation of 
new vector control methods for Chagas disease； operational research aimed at optimizing 
multidrug therapy for leprosy; and the use of specific projects and research results as 
a basis for research capability strengthening； 

2. THANKS the international community, multilateral and bilateral agencies, 
nongovernmental organizations, foundations and companies for their support to the Special 
Programme, and in particular UNDP and the World Bank, the со-sponsors of the Programme, 
and the research institutions and scientists throughout the world who contribute their 
talents and skills for the achievement of the Programme's objectives； 

3. APPEALS to the pharmaceutical industry to increase research and development in 
tropical diseases and to intensify its collaboration with the Special Programme in the 
development of new and more effective tropical disease control tools and in ensuring that 
these tools are accessible and affordable for the populations affected; 

4. REQUESTS multilateral and bilateral agencies to place greater emphasis on the 
provision of assistance both for research and for control of tropical diseases in endemic 
countries； 

5. ENCOURAGES biomedical and social science research institutions to devote greater 
attention to tropical diseases and to establish appropriate links among themselves and 
with tropical disease control programmes in endemic countries； 

6. WELCOMES the Director-General‘s decision to integrate WHO's various programmes for 
the control of tropical diseases; 

7. URGES those Member States in which tropical diseases are endemic to intensify their 
efforts to control them by making full use of newly-developed technology and developing 
targeted national control strategies, especially for the diseases for which affordable 
and effective tools are now available； 

8. REQUESTS the Director-General to ensure the continuation of the Special Programme's 
global leadership role in tropical disease research by: 

(1) strengthening collaborative efforts in academic and industrial research and in 
disease control activities； 

(2) fostering further the commitment of endemic countries to research; 

(3) mobilizing additional contributions to the Special Programme, in collaboration 
with UNDP and the World Bank, the со-sponsoring agencies, to enable the Programme to 
achieve its objectives more rapidly. 



Agenda item 20 

THE ROLE OF HEALTH RESEARCH 

The Forty-third World Health Assembly, 

Noting the conclusions of the Technical Discussions on the role of health research 
in the strategy for health for all by the year 2000, in particular the recommendations 
dealing with health systems research, nutrition research, research capability 
strengthening and recent advances in biological and physical sciences and their 
implications for health care； 

Noting that all national health policies should be based on valid scientific 
evidence, and that such evidence requires health research; 

Recognizing the significant potential of research in promoting health and its vital 
role in improving health through the application of solutions that are already available 
and the generation of knowledge for the development of new solutions； 

Noting the worldwide mismatch between the burden of illness, which is overwhelmingly 
in the Third World, and investment in health research which is largely focused on the 
health problems of industrialized countries, and the fact that many developing countries 
lack the scientific and institutional capability to address their particular problems, 
especially in the critical fields of epidemiology, health policy, social sciences, 
nursing and management research; 

1. CALLS ON all Member States to undertake essential health research appropriate to 
national needs in order to: 

(1) identify and understand their own priority health problems； 

(2) improve the use of limited resources； 

(3) improve health policy and management； 

(4) foster innovation and experimentation； 

(5) contribute to new knowledge； 

2. URGES Member States, particularly developing countries : 

(1) to define national health research policies, and strategies for their 
implementation； 



(2) to build and strengthen national research capabilities by investing resources 
in national institutions, by providing appropriate career opportunities, to attract 
and retain the involvement of their own scientists, and by creating environments 
that will foster scholarship and creativity; 

(3) to create, or strengthen, mechanisms that enable consideration of research 
results at the policy-making level, as well as their translation into health systems 
operation; 

(4) to collaborate with other countries thrpugh international partnerships in 
developing research and training capabilities, particularly in relation to their 
high priority health and organizational problems, thereby also contributing to 
national development efforts； 

3. URGES bilateral and multilateral development agencies, nongovernmental 
organizations, foundations and appropriate regional organizations : 

(1) to increase their support for essential health research, and research 
capability building； 

(2) to support and strengthen, in the health and related science and technology 
sectors, national coordinating mechanisms to promote research, policy-making, 
planning and management； 

(3) to support the development of international partnerships to strengthen national 
scientific and research infrastructures and countries' capabilities to absorb 
technology and solve problems； 

4. INVITES the research community : 

(1) to increase its commitment towards the development of essential health research 
appropriate to national needs and its participation in research on global health 
problems； 

(2) to intensify its efforts in communicating research findings and in developing 
technology to support decision-making and resource allocation processes； 

(3) to mobilize its human and material resources with a view to strengthening 
international scientific networks oriented to health development； 

5. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to ensure the wide distribution of the report of the Technical Discussions on 
the role of health research in the strategy for health for all by the year 2000 
among ministries of health and other relevant ministries, universities, research 
centres and institutions dealing with science and technology; 

(2) to use appropriate mechanisms, in close collaboration with the global and 
regional Advisory Committees on Health Research, to: (a) assess new and emerging 
areas of science and technology; (b) investigate evolving problems of critical 
significance to health; (c) identify appropriate methodologies for trend assessment 
and forecasting, including epidemiology to improve health; 

(3) to develop further a clearly enunciated health research strategy for WHO in 
order to translate the research goals, priorities and programmes into coherent and 
coordinated action in support of health for all； 

(4) to promote the harmonization of science and research policies in health between 
WHO, the United Nations system and other international agencies and organizations； 



(5) to develop more effective institutional arrangements for strengthening the 
research capabilities of Member States, with special emphasis on disciplines of 
critical relevance to public health; 

(6) to explore the possibility of making specific provision within WHO's total 
resources to support the strengthening of health-related research capabilities in 
Member States； 

(7) to report through the Executive Board to the Forty-fifth World Health Assembly 
on progress made in implementing this resolution. 



Agenda item 23 

ACTION PROGRAMME ON ESSENTIAL DRUGS 

The Forty-third World Health Assembly, 

Reaffirming resolutions WHA37.32, WHA37.33, WHA39.27, WHA41.16, WHA41.17 and 
WHA41.18; 

Having reviewed the Director-General‘s progress report on the WHO Action Programme 
on Essential Drugs； 

Noting the growing recognition, in particular by the national authorities concerned, 
of the concept of essential drugs as a means of encouraging the rational use of drugs, 
facilitating access to essential drugs for all, and improving health care while 
containing health cost； 

Recognizing with satisfaction the increasing awareness of all parties concerned of 
their responsibilities, as mentioned in resolution WHA39.27, in the implementation of the 
Revised Drug Strategy; 

Recognizing with satisfaction that essential drug lists for the different levels of 
health services exist in more than lOO countries, and about 50 countries have formulated 
or are formulating national drug policies, taking into account the essential drugs 
concept； 

Further recognizing the role of the WHO Action Programme on Essential Drugs, 
assisting in the development and implementation by Member States of their drug policies, 
in the supply of essential drugs of good quality at the lowest possible cost, and in the 
development of training in the rational use of drugs； 

Stressing to all parties concerned the importance of the integration of drug 
policies into primary health care and the other components of health care systems, as 
appropriate to the needs identified by Member States ¿ as well as the importance of 
interaction between the Action Programme and other WHO programmes, and between WHO and 
other agencies concerned; 

Acknowledging the activities of the Executive Board's Committee on Drug Policies and 
those of the Action Programme's Management Advisory Committee； 

1. ENCOURAGES all parties concerned to promote the implementation of the Revised Drug 
Strategy; 

2. REAFFIRMS the need for the WHO Action Programme on Essential Drugs to strengthen its 
activities, in conformity with the Revised Drug Strategy; 



URGES Member States: 

(1) to support or to continue to support, the WHO Action Programme on Essential 
Drugs； 

(2) to cooperate in the exchange of information and experience concerning the 
formulation and implementation by Member States of their drug policies and essential 
drug programmes as part of their health care strategies, particularly as regards 
primary health care； 

4. INVITES bilateral agencies, multilateral agencies inside and outside the United 
Nations system, and voluntary organizations, to support developing countries in setting 
up and carrying out programmes aimed at ensuring the rational use of drugs, particularly 
essential drugs programmes, and thanks those already doing so; 

5. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to strengthen his support for the promotion of the essential drugs concept as 
part of the Revised Drug Strategy; 

(2) to ensure that adequate human and financial resources are provided for the WHO 
Action Programme on Essential Drugs, and to seek extrabudgetary funds to supplement 
those in the regular budget; 

(3) to report to the Executive Board and the Forty-fifth World Health Assembly on 
the use of the ethical criteria for drug promotion endorsed by resolution WHA41.17, 
and on progress made and problems encountered in implementing the Revised Drug 
Strategy, the report to cover drug supply, prescribing practices, development of 
human resources, training of relevant health personnel on the rational use of drugs, 
quality assurance and drug information. 


