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REAL ESTATE FUND 

Third report of the Committee of the Executive Board 
to Consider Certain Financial Matters prior to 

the Forty-third World Health Assembly 

1. At its eighty-fifth session (January 1990), in resolution EB85.R17, the Executive 
Board established a Committee consisting of Dr G. Bertolaso, Dr J. С. Mohith, Dr H. Oweis 
and Dr S. Tapa to meet on the first day of the Forty-third World Health Assembly to act 
on behalf of the Board in carrying out the provisions of Financial Regulation 12.9 in 
respect of the Director-General's final financial report for the financial period 
1988-1989 and the report of the External Auditor for 1988-1989, and to consider the 
question of Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which 
would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution. In addition, the Committee was 
requested by the Director-General to consider two developments in the field of real 
estate that had arisen after the closure of the eighty-fifth session of the Executive 
Board. 

2. In view of the importance and nature of these two real estate items the Committee 
agreed to place them on its agenda and give its advice thereon to the Forty-third World 
Health Assembly. 

3. The report of the Director-General on the Real Estate Fund (document A43/13) 
indicates that the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office accommodation situation has been 
further reviewed, as requested by the Executive Board at its eighty-fifth session in 
January 1990. 

4. The Committee rioted that the result of this review was a recommendation to abandon 
the proposal to move the Regional Office to Cairo and to proceed with the proposal to 
extend the present premises in Alexandria, as presented to the Executive Board in January 
1990. The Committee found this proposal reasonable, and supported it. 

5. Item 2 of document A43/13 describes the recent developments in Namibia leading to 
the requirement for WHO to commence programme activities in that country. 

6. The Committee noted that difficulties in finding suitable rented accommodation for 
programme staff in Windhoek, Namibia, would be an impediment to the implementation of WHO 
activities. It further noted that the solution being adopted by other organizations, and 
proposed by the Director-General, was to purchase adequate housing for staff. Noting the 
Director-General's expectation that the housing situation was likely to become more 
difficult, and his plan to recover the purchase cost of the houses through rental to WHO 
staff, the Committee supported the proposal as a realistic and prudent measure for 
consideration by the Forty-third World Health Assembly. 


