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FORTY-THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Provisional agenda item 32.6 

MINES LAID DURING WARTIME AND THEIR ADVERSE EFFECTS ON HEALTH AND PEOPLE 

(Item proposed by the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) 

1. The Director-General received a request from the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to include 
in the agenda of the Forty-third World Health Assembly an item entitled "Mines laid 
during wartime and their adverse effects on health and people". In accordance with Rules 
4 and 5 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, the Executive Board included 
this item in the provisional agenda (document A43/1, sub-item 32.6). 

2. An English translation of the letter in Arabic containing this request, transmitted 
to the Director-General on 10 January by the Permanent Mission of the Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, is annexed. 
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ANNEX 

English translation of a letter from the Secretary of 
the People's General Health Committee of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriva 

Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
Secretariat of the People's General Health Committee 

3 December 1989 

To: Director-General, WHO, Geneva 

Through: Permanent Mission of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

Sir, 

As you undoubtedly know, the Arab Land of Libya was subjected, in October 1911, 
under the cover of colonialism and in the context of a vile conspiracy, to Italian 
fascist occupation. That occupation was characterized by heinous, horrendous crimes and 
by brutal, unjust maltreatment, genocide, deportation and devastation, whose consequences 
are affecting us physically, psychologically and morally even to this day. The 
hostilities of the Second World War caused great damage to our land, which became an 
arena for warring powers, and mines were laid everywhere in our country despite the fact 
that our people were not a party to that conflict. 

Those mines have caused and are still causing grievous harm to our citizens, 
resulting in death and maiming, as well as devastation of land and destruction of 
property. This is one of the tragedies befalling our people, and television and other 
mass media have shown pictures of the victims of the explosion of those devices. 

In order for our people to avoid the danger of those mines, and to obtain 
information and data that permit the compilation of maps showing the location of these 
devices, with an indication of their type and size, so that we can free the land from 
this danger, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya has done its utmost through formal channels to 
enter into dialogue with those responsible for planting those destructive devices, but to 
no avail. Those authorities have turned a deaf ear to our requests. We are therefore 
writing to you, Sir, to explain to you the background of this situation and illustrate to 
you the effects produced by hatred mingled with madness against the progressive and 
prosperous. We do so after noting the silence of international organizations, including 
the World Health Organization, whose mission is to protect the health and safety of 
mankind everywhere. 

In order to prevent colonialism from triumphing once again, leading to new tragedies 
and aggression against peaceful peoples, we request WHO to play its role and assume its 
responsibilities in accordance with the provisions of its Constitution, to help peoples 
to achieve progress and prosperity by taking action to obviate the effects of devastation 
and do away with destructive devices. 

We further request you to include a new item on the agenda of the Forty-third World 
Health Assembly in 1990, entitled: "Mines laid during wartime and their adverse effects 
on health and people". 

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of our highest consideration. 

Dr M. Al Zaidi 
Secretary, Secretariat of 
the People's General Health Committee 


