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COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM - GENERAL MATTERS 

The following report informs the Health Assembly of the 
progress made in collaboration with the United Nations system in 
respect of development cooperation. Specifically, it highlights 
the progress made toward improving the environment and attaining 
sustainable development； the results of WHO's active participation 
in the United Nations General Assembly's seventeenth special 
session on drug abuse control, which are of considerable importance 
to the Organization; the ongoing work towards revitalization of 
growth and development in the developing countries ； and the 
preparation of the new international development strategy for the 
fourth United Nations Development Decade that has also required 
WHO'S input. In the past year the promotion of human resources 
development in all its aspects has taken on growing importance for 
the United Nations system as a whole, as has the prevention and 
control of AIDS and, in this respect, the coordinating role of WHO 
through its Global Programme on AIDS. There are likely to be 
important changes in the organization of operational activities for 
development within the United Nations system, alongside the efforts 
of the Economic and Social Council to achieve its own 
revitalization. WHO has continued to support a number of 
international decades, notably the International Decade for Natural 
Disaster Reduction, and is making its own contribution to the work 
of the Organization of African Unity in its effort to promote the 
establishment of an African Economic Community in which the health 
and welfare of all the African peoples is a prime objective. 

The attention of the Health Assembly is also drawn to the 
initiative taken by the Director-General to convene an 
international conference on nutrition in collaboration with the 
Director-General of the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization. This joint initiative has received the support of a 
number of the organs and organizations of the United Nations 
system. The Administrative Committee on Co-ordination has called 
on all the agencies concerned to cooperate in this very important 
effort, and the proposal was endorsed by the Executive Board at its 
eighty-fifth session. It has been agreed that the conference will 
be held in December 1992. 

Report of the Director-General 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. During the past year the United Nations system has been very active in a number of 
areas of great importance for the work of WHO and its coordinating role in international 
health. Problems have been discussed and actions taken in a constructive atmosphere 
which has no doubt resulted from the easing of political tensions and the greater 
commitment of most geopolitical groups to finding new and practical ways of stimulating 
development, particularly in the developing countries. In parallel, newly emerging 
East/West relations require new social and economic structures which will have 
implications for the work of WHO in the regions concerned, while maintaining the 
Organization's commitment to developing countries. 

2. In this report the Health Assembly's attention is drawn to resolutions adopted by 
the governing bodies of other organizations and institutions of the United Nations 
system, which make specific mention of WHO and health status. In addition, many other 
resolutions and decisions have been adopted throughout the United Nations system calling 
upon all specialized agencies and institutions to participate in collective efforts to 
attain both broad and specific development goals. WHO is necessarily involved in the 
implementation of the majority of those resolutions and decisions, either acting through 
its mandate as the directing and coordinating authority on international health matters 
or working together with other agencies within the United Nations system through various 
interagency bodies, many of which have been established under the auspices of the 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC). Many aspects of collaboration between 
WHO and the United Nations system take place within specific subject areas and are noted 
in the relevant reports to the Executive Board and the Health Assembly. Other 
collaborative activities result from the resolutions and decisions adopted by the 
Economic and Social Council and the United Nations General Assembly. 

3. The forty-fourth session of the United Nations General Assembly, convened in 
September 1989, took place in an atmosphere of reduced political tensions and a growing 
recognition that goodwill and a sense of cooperation are required for the solution of 
global problems. Most delegates expressed renewed confidence in the United Nations, 
describing the discussions as having been "realistic, non-dogmatic, setting positive 
signals for resolving world conflicts", and having "moved beyond ideology into a 
post-confrontational world". 

4. The President of the General Assembly, Major-General Joseph N. Garba of Nigeria, 
referred to "a new constructive and cooperative spirit". Several delegates agreed that 
the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly could be seen as a turning point in the 
history of the United Nations, with a sharp decline in ideological confrontation and a 
new search for unanimity on critical global questions. An indication of this trend was 
the fact that the majority of the resolutions and decisions were adopted by consensus, 
without a vote. 

5. A few agenda items which have not been completed will be taken up when appropriate 
during 1990, before the forty-fourth session is officially closed. 

II. SELECTED RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
SPECIFIC INTEREST TO WHO 

6• Environment and development 

6.1 Concern for the environment - particularly the effects of global warming, 
desertification and drought, and the disposal of toxic waste - was a dominant feature of 
the debate at the July 1989 session of the Economic and Social Council. 



6.2 The protection of the environment was also the central issue of the General 
Assembly's debate, and several Heads of State made this the main theme of their address 
in the plenary sessions. After difficult negotiations Member States arrived at an 
agreement between the developed and developing countries on protecting the environment 
and encouraging ecologically sound development. 

6.3 In the agreement finally reached in late December 1989 (resolution 44/228) the 
General Assembly decided to convene in Brazil in June 1992 a United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development of two weeks' duration, to discuss, inter alia, ways of 
reducing the negative impact of economic development on the environment, and to identify 
ways of providing new and additional financial resources, particularly to developing 
countries, for environmentally sound development programmes. 

6.4 The correlation between environmental problems and health, particularly regarding 
water and air pollution and toxic and hazardous wastes, is clearly stated in resolution 
44/228 of the General Assembly, which lists issues of particular concern to WHO, 
including "protection of the quality and supply of freshwater resources" (para. 12(b)); 
"environmentally sound management of wastes, particularly hazardous wastes, and of toxic 
chemicals, as well as prevention of illegal international traffic in toxic and dangerous 
products and wastes" (para. 12(g)); "protection of human health conditions and 
improvement of the quality of life" (para. 12(i)). 

6.5 Several of the 23 objectives set out for the Conference constitute a challenge for 
WHO'S environmental health programme with regard both to the preparations for the 
Conference and to the provision of support for the development of national expertise and 
national plans for the protection and enhancement of the environment. The Economic and 
Social Council was apprised in 1989 that a high-level, technical expert commission on 
health and the environment had been established by the Director-General of WHO and that 
its findings would form the basis of WHO'S contribution to the Conference. 

6.6 After considerable debate on the procedural details for the preparation of the 
Conference, it was decided to establish a preparatory committee of the General Assembly, 
which will include representatives of the specialized agencies. Mr Maurice Strong has 
been appointed Secretary-General of the Conference. An ad hoc secretariat is being set 
up in Geneva, with a unit in New York and another in Nairobi. Both UNEP, as the main 
organ for the environment, and the other organizations and bodies of the United Nations 
system, are requested to contribute fully to the preparations for the Conference. The 
presence of the secretariat in Geneva will facilitate WHO's technical input in that 
respect. WHO'S offer to second a staff member to assist the Conference secretariat was 
highly appreciated. 

7• Drug abuse control 

7.1 In recent months the United Nations system has also devoted considerable attention 
to the growing problem of drug abuse and illicit trafficking iiî narcotic drugs. The 
twenty-fourth series of j oint meetings of the Committee for Programme and Coordination 
and ACC, held in October 1989, reconfirmed the need for enhanced coordination in drug 
abuse control. In response to the call from the President of Colombia, the United 
Nations General Assembly convened its seventeenth special session in February 1990 to 
consider the question of international cooperation against illicit production, supply, 
demand, trafficking and distribution of narcotic drugs, with a view to expanding the 
scope and increasing the effectiveness of such cooperation. 

7.2 WHO participated actively in both the preparations for the special session and the 
discussions themselves. The WHO delegation was led by the Deputy Director-General, who 
emphasized in his address WHO's intention to intensify activities on drug abuse, 
particularly in demand reduction, utilizing existing resources as efficiently as 
possible. 



7.3 The special session adopted a political declaration which makes several references 
to health sector action, all of which are consistent with WHO mandates and with the WHO 
intensified programme of action. The General Assembly also elaborated a "Global 
Programme of Action" (document A/RES/S-17/2) in which WHO is requested to undertake 
specific tasks including: 

-collecting, analysing and disseminating information on experience in demand 
reduction (para. 12)； 

-collaborating with the United Nations in assisting governments to establish data 
bases on trends of drug abuse (para. 13)； 

-developing training materials for medical practitioners and other health personnel 
(para. 24); 

-facilitating access to drug treatment and strengthening primary health care 
responses to drug abuse (para. 34)； 

-developing policies for reducing HIV transmission among drug users (para. 35)； 
and 

-assisting national authorities to strengthen their drug control laboratories 
(para. 47). 

7.4 The General Assembly proclaimed the period from 1991 to 2000 the United Nations 
Decade against Drug Abuse to be devoted to effective and sustained national, regional and 
international efforts to promote the implementation of the Global Programme of Action. 

7.5 The Secretary-General of the United Nations was requested by the General Assembly to 
prepare a system-wide plan of action on drug abuse control through the mechanism of ACC. 
The date foreseen for the distribution of this plan was 31 March 1990. In pursuance of 
resolution WHA42.20, WHO has collaborated actively in the preparation of the United 
Nations plan of action and continues to participate in the ad hoc interagency meetings on 
coordination regarding international drug abuse control. Within the overall 
international perspective, a WHO global plan of action on drug abuse control has also 
been prepared (document WHO/MNH/ADA/90.5). 

8• Revitalization of economic growth and development of the developing countries 

8.1 Being well aware of how the economic crisis in the developing countries is affecting 
the social sector in general and the health system in particular, the Director-General 
wishes to draw the attention of the Health Assembly to the United Nations General 
Assembly's decision 43/460 of 7 March 1989, calling for the convening in April 1990 of an 
eighteenth special session to be devoted to international economic cooperation, and in 
particular to the revitalizatiori of economic growth and development of the developing 
countries. The decision taken by the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly 
regarding preparations for the special session (document A/44/859, Annex) underlines the 
need to overcome the external debt crisis. The decision calls, inter alia. for improved 
international cooperation in supporting and strengthening the development of human 
resources in developing countries, and stresses the need for "human resources development 
strategies to include all members of society and to encompass supportive measures in such 
vital and related areas as health, nutrition, employment and population". 

8.2 The decision also notes that the special session should complement and be supportive 
of the international development strategy for the 1990s as well as other relevant United 
Nations plans and programmes of action for development (such as WHO's strategies for 
health for all). It is in this context that WHO has contributed to the special session, 
emphasizing the interdependence of economic growth and the achievement of a reasonable 



level of health and quality of life, particularly in the least developed countries. It 
is anticipated that the declaration emerging from the special session will reflect this 
emphasis. 

9• International development strategy for the fourth United Nations Development Decade 

9.1 The preparatory process for the next international development strategy, which has 
been very complex, involving lengthy North-South negotiations, has identified a number of 
specific areas that the strategy should address, particularly (a) the reactivation and 
acceleration of broad, durable economic growth and development, and (b) human resources 
and institutional development, and which include such aspects as education and health. 
Annexed to the resolution on this subject (44/169) is an outline for the elaboration of 
the strategy, including provision for contributions by WHO and the other United Nations 
organs through their own strategies already designed for the 1990s. 

9.2 WHO'S Secretariat is working closely with the various bodies involved in the 
development of the new international development strategy and participated actively in 
the resumed third session of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole responsible for the 
preparation of the strategy (19-24 March 1990), which was the first occasion on which the 
substance of the strategy was discussed. Addressing the Committee on behalf of WHO, the 
Director, Planning, Coordination and Cooperation, expressed the view that the common 
thread running through the development priority areas identified, namely eradication of 
poverty and hunger, human resources and institutional development, population, 
environment and food and agriculture, was health - the health of nations, communities and 
individuals as reflected in primary health care, itself a development philosophy. He 
outlined WHO'S concepts and priorities, which are based on the principles of equity and 
social justice, and stressed WHO'S commitment to working with the United Nations family 
to achieve common development goals in the 1990s. The Committee will complete its work 
in June 1990 for presentation to the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly. 

10• Operational activities for development of the United Nations system 

10.1 The Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly conducted a comprehensive 
triennial policy review of operational activities for development of the United Nations 
system during 1989. As a result the General Assembly adopted resolution 44/211, which 
could have far-reaching effects on the United Nations system and has important 
implications for WHO activities at country level. This subject will be reviewed by the 
regional committees in 1990 and by the WHO Executive Board at its eighty-seventh session 
in 1991, particularly in the light of resolution EB85.R15 on strengthening technical and 
economic support to countries facing serious economic constraints, adopted by the Board 
at its eighty-fifth session in January 1990. A comprehensive report will then be 
submitted to the Forty-fourth World Health Assembly in 1991. This course of action has 
been communicated to the United Nations Director-General for Development and 
International Economic Cooperation. 

11• Human resources development 

11.1 A number of social issues were given considerable prominence in the debate at the 
forty-fourth session of the General Assembly. Resolution 44/213, entitled "Developing 
human resources for development", stresses in operative paragraph 9 the need for human 
resources development strategies to encompass supportive measures in such vital and 
related areas as health, nutrition, water, sanitation, housing and population. The 
following are examples of areas where careful analysis is required by WHO to enable it to 
comply with the demands addressed to the United Nations system as a whole. 

11.2 The crucial role of women in development is stressed in a number of resolutions. 
For example, resolution 44/77, on the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking 
Strategies for the Advancement of Women, appeals strongly to Member States and the 



specialized agencies to give priority to policies and programmes relating to the theme 
"Employment, health and education". It urges that particular attention be given to the 
situation of disabled women and to the strengthening of sectoral themes cutting across 
such objectives as equality in literacy, education and health. Emphasis is laid on the 
worsening condition of women due to economic constraints and the impact of reduced 
financial provisions for social services on women's opportunities for education, health 
and child care. The resolution also addresses the issue of women candidates for posts in 
the United Nations system, and governments, the Secretary-General and the executive heads 
are called upon to review their efforts regarding the establishment and achievement of 
five-year targets in this respect. 

11.3 A highlight in the history of the United Nations was the adoption, by resolution 
44/25, of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which had been prepared by the 
Commission on Human Rights. The Convention is of great sociopolitical importance and of 
eminent relevance to WHO'S activities in child health, and the Organization contributed 
to its elaboration by providing technical advice. The text of Article 24 recalls that of 
WHO'S Constitution; it refers to recognition of "the right of the child to the enjoyment 
of the highest attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of 
illness and rehabilitation of health". WHO is called upon to support governments in the 
fulfilment of at least the nine demands set out, which fully reflect the objectives of 
WHO'S maternal and child health programme, including health promotion, prevention and 
care, family planning, prenatal care for mothers, and the whole range of specific 
measures to meet the health needs of the child. 

11.4 In this context, the Health Assembly's attention is drawn to a decision taken in 
December 1989 at a special session of the UNICEF Executive Board concerning the holding 
of a World Summit for Children. The modalities for the Summit were agreed on by 
approving the proposal made by "Six Initiators" (i.e. Prime Minister of Canada, President 
of Mexico, President of Egypt, President of Mali, Prime Minister of Pakistan, and Prime 
Minister of Sweden) to request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to invite the 
heads of state and government on behalf of the Six Initiators to a World Summit for 
Children during the forty-fifth session of the United Nations General Assembly. The 
Summit will be held on 29 and 30 September 1990, with UNICEF providing the secretariat. 
A planning committee composed of representatives of 27 heads of state and government has 
elected the Prime Ministers of Pakistan and Canada as co-chairmen of the Summit, and 
designated a working group (headed by Sweden) to draft a declaration. 

11.5 The UNICEF Executive Board would like to see themes such as "Children and AIDS" and 
"Children and the environment" highlighted at the Summit. It made a special request for 
WHO, UNESCO, ILO, UNFPA, UNDP and the World Bank to participate fully in the preparatory 
process. WHO has communicated to UNICEF suggestions for themes that it believes 
appropriate and has sought clarification of WHO's precise role in the Summit. The UNICEF 
Executive Board will review the preparations and consider a draft summit declaration at 
its April 1990 regular session. 

11.6 The forty-fourth session of the General Assembly, in resolution 44/59, recalled the 
undertakings made in connection with International Youth Year (1985) and requested the 
Secretary-General to organize a meeting, if necessary from extrabudgetary resources, 
between the United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies concerned and nongovernmental 
youth organizations. The meeting should discuss ways to improve existing channels of 
communication between the United Nations system and youth organizations and to establish 
more effective structures for communication and cooperation between youth and the United 
Nations. 



III. COLLABORATION IN SPECIFIC PROGRAMME AREAS 

12• International Conference on Nutrition 

12.1 The ACC Subcommittee on Nutrition, at its fifteenth session (February 1989), 
proposed that an International Conference on Nutrition be convened to mobilize efforts 
and resources to combat malnutrition. Mindful of the concern of WHO's governing bodies 
regarding the problems of nutrition which persist in both developed and developing 
countries, and of the recommendations contained in resolutions WHA37.18, WHA39.31 and 
WHA41.11, the Director-General, in a letter to the executive heads of other United 
Nations agencies concerned with social and economic development, seconded the 
Subcommittee's call and suggested that at the first regular session of ACC, in 
April 1989, there should be an initial exchange of views in this regard. Encouraging 
support was immediately received from several agencies. At its ninety-fifth session the 
FAO Council noted the Subcommittee's proposal, welcomed the initiative, and considered 
that FAO and WHO, in view of their respective mandates, should together play the major 
role in preparing such an international conference. In July 1989 the Directors-General 
of WHO and FAO agreed on the broad objectives and modalities for jointly convening the 
conference. During its second regular session, in October, ACC had before it a joint 
FAO/WHO presentation on the conference (ACC/1989/CRP.11) and supporting statements by the 
representatives of both organizations. It adopted the following statement: 

"The Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC) welcomes the j oint 
initiative of FAO and WHO, following a proposal of the ACC Sub-Committee on 
Nutrition at its fifteenth session, to convene an International Conference on 
Nutrition in late 1992 or early 1993 to focus worldwide attention on this important 
aspect of development. ACC believes that malnutrition and undernutrition, which 
affect millions of women, men and children, are major impediments to social and 
economic progress, and that the Conference would be an important step towards 
increasing public awareness and obtaining national and international commitments to 
appropriate strategies and actions to ensure improved nutrition worldwide. 

ACC appreciates that FAO and WHO, as the j oint initiators, intend to fully 
involve members of the ACC Sub-Committee on Nutrition and other agencies and 
organizations of the United Nations system in the preparation, proceedings, support 
and follow-up of the Conference on a continuing basis. ACC therefore invites these 
members and other concerned organizations, as well as non-governmental 
organizations, to work in close co-operation with FAO and WHO in this important 
endeavour, using the mechanism of the Sub-Committee on Nutrition whenever 
appropriate". 

12.2 By resolution EB85.R14, the Executive Board endorsed the proposal that WHO and FAO 
should jointly convene such a conference and urged Member States, inter alia, to accord 
high priority to the inclusion of dietary and nutrition components in their development 
plans and programmes and to report on their actions and results to the conference. The 
Directors-General of WHO and FAO have agreed to convene the conference in December 1992. 

12.3 WHO has established a multi-programme nutrition task force to ensure a coherent, 
coordinated response to its obligations. The task force will also serve as the focal 
point for the preparation of the conference while discussions continue with FAO regarding 
its organization. 

13• Prevention and control of AIDS 

13.1 A report by the Director-General on the global strategy for the prevention and 
control of AIDS was submitted to the Economic and Social Council in July 1989, 
complemented by a Note from the United Nations Secretary-General summarizing activities 
and programmes being carried out by United Nations bodies on the socioeconomic and 
humanitarian aspects of AIDS (documents A/44/274 - E/1989/75, Annex, and A/44/274/Add.1 -
E/1989/75/Add.l). 



13.2 The Council adopted resolution 1989/108 on the prevention and control of AIDS, 
noting with appreciation the arrangements made by the Secretary-General in close 
cooperation with the Director-General to ensure a coordinated response to the AIDS 
pandemic by the United Nations system. The Council called on governments and 
nongovernmental organizations to coordinate their efforts with WHO in implementing the 
global strategy for the prevention and control of AIDS. The Secretary-General was 
requested to intensify his efforts, in close cooperation with the Director-General, to 
mobilize the technical and other relevant resources of the United Nations system, through 
coordinated research and programme measures, in order to deal with the serious 
implications of the AIDS pandemic for socioeconomic development in some developing 
countries. 

13.3 On the basis of the reports provided through the Economic and Social Council, the 
United Nations General Assembly, in resolution 44/233, acknowledged "the established 
leadership of the World Health Organization in directing and co-ordinating AIDS 
education, prevention, control and research". The resolution confirms the WHO/UNDP 
alliance to combat AIDS, thus facilitating the implementation of the global strategy for 
the prevention and control of AIDS at country level, and reiterates the need to respect 
the human rights and dignity of all people. Specific aspects of the resolution relate, 
inter alia, to women and children, who - depending on individual arid social 
circumstances - may be at a higher risk of HIV infection than previously and may-
otherwise suffer deprivation as a consequence of the indirect impact of AIDS on their 
families and communities. (The UNDP Governing Council had also noted with satisfaction 
in 1989 the contribution being made to the fight against the AIDS pandemic by UNFPA, 
under the leadership of WHO.) The Secretary-General is requested to invite the 
Director-General of WHO to take the necessary action, in close collaboration with 
governments and all organizations and bodies concerned, to protect women and children and 
to develop policies and programmes to combat the illicit traffic and abuse of drugs as a 
means of reducing the spread of HIV infection. The Director-General is asked to report 
to the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly through the Economic and Social 
Council. 

14• Human rights 

14.1 In recent years WHO has been collaborating with the United Nations Centre for Human 
Rights in the development of a body of principles and guarantees for the protection of 
persons detained on grounds of mental ill-health or suffering from mental disorder. In 
particular, WHO provided input to a working group of the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights which met in January 1990 to finalize a draft on this subject. The WHO 
Secretariat was able to share information on this topic that it had gathered from experts 
and nongovernmental organizations and so ensure that the draft principles reflect the 
need to protect the rights of mentally ill people while allowing those who require 
treatment to receive it as early as possible. Further work remains to be done by the 
working group and it is expected that WHO will continue its involvement. 

IV. REVITALIZATION OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

15. A continuing preoccupation of the Economic and Social Council is its own 
revitalization. ACC has welcomed the Council's efforts and offered suggestions as to how 
its members might best contribute individually and collectively. 

16. In July 1989 WHO presented its views to the Council, particularly concerning the 
negative impact of structural adjustment programmes on health services and on health 
status, and called on the Council to forge a new international alliance for health as an 
indispensable prerequisite for development. 

17. On that occasion the Council decided, in resolution 1989/114, to establish a 
multi-year work programme and to identify major policy themes for in-depth consideration 
each year. The United Nations system is expected to participate actively in the 
preparations for these discussions, with a full day devoted to an informal exchange of 



views among members of the Council and the executive heads of organs and organizations of 
the United Nations system. The specialized agencies are also expected to make their 
annual reports available to the Council. 

18. The theme chosen for the general discussion of international economic and social 
policy at the second regular session in July 1990 will be the issue of resources for 
development and external indebtedness of developing countries. There will also be a 
preliminary discussion on the impact of the recent East/West relations on the growth of 
the world economy, and particularly the economic growth and development of developing 
countries, and on economic cooperation. The Council will also consider the 
recommendations contained in resolution WHA42.15 on damage caused by torrential rain and 
flooding in Democratic Yemen and Djibouti during its second regular session in 1990 under 
the item entitled "Special economic and humanitarian assistance". 

V. INTERNATIONAL YEARS AND DECADES 

19. International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (1990-1999) 

19.1 The need to reduce the effects of disasters achieved international prominence with 
the adoption of General Assembly resolution 42/169 in 1987, designating the 1990s as the 
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction. The Decade's significance was 
further endorsed by General Assembly resolution 44/236 in 1989, which proclaimed the 
Decade and specified the policy and operational framework for its implementation. 

19.2 In May 1989 the Forty-second World Health Assembly, by resolution WHA42.16, 
requested the Director-General to support the governments of Member States in the 
establishment of health sector policies, strategies and programmes for emergency 
preparedness and response during the Decade, to prepare a WHO programme in support of 
Member States, allocating the necessary funds from available resources, and to keep the 
Health Assembly and Member States informed of action taken by WHO. 

19.3 With respect to the development of health sector policies and strategies which 
support national emergency preparedness and response, the Decade was a key discussion 
point at an interregional meeting held at the Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean in June 1989. The regional committees of the Region of the Americas and 
the South-East Asian, European and Eastern Mediterranean Regions discussed reports by the 
Regional Directors on emergency preparedness and response, with the Regional Committees 
for South-East Asia and Europe drawing particular attention to Decade priorities. At 
global level, WHO continued to represent health sector priorities in the United Nations 
steering committee for the Decade, and developed a programme for the Decade, in 
consultation with regional offices and the WHO collaborating centres for emergency 
preparedness and response. 

19.4 WHO continued to promote health sector preparedness in all regions. Key activities 
included a first course conducted in June 1989 at the Pan African Centre for Emergency 
Preparedness and Response in Addis Ababa. Following approval by the Director-General 
that the theme for World Health Day in 1991 should focus on disaster preparedness, 
preparations are currently under way to mark this event. As a first technical response 
in its Decade programme, WHO has prepared, in conjunction with its four collaborating 
centres, nine rapid health assessment protocols, which have been circulated to the 
regional offices for distribution at country level. 

19.5 Practical steps have been taken to improve cooperation with other international and 
nongovernmental organizations at global and country levels in order to maximize 
interagency collaboration in the context of the Decade. 

19.6 WHO has worked very closely with the Organization of African Unity (OAU) for 
promotion of the Decade. In February 1990 the OAU Council of Ministers approved a 
resolution on disasters in Africa, which requested the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations to ensure that special efforts are made during the Decade to enhance the ability 
of African countries to combat disasters. 



20. United Nations Decade for Disabled Persons (1983-1992) 

20.1 At its thirty-sixth session in June 1989, the UNDP Governing Council took note of 
the International Initiative against Avoidable Disablement, and requested the UNDP 
Administrator "in cooperation with relevant United Nations organs and bodies, 
particularly the World Health Organization, the United Nations Children's Fund, the 
International Labour Organisation and the United Nations Centre for Social and 
Humanitarian Affairs, to provide the necessary support to enhance the capacity of the 
Initiative and its network foundations to promote actions for the prevention and cure of 
the causes of disability within the framework of an integrated development process ...". 
WHO ensures that all technical support and information are provided to the Director of 
the Initiative whose office is located in the WHO building in Geneva. The WHO Regional 
Director for South-East Asia and UNDP recently concluded a joint arrangement to launch a 
pilot programme within the framework of the Initiative. 

20.2 In resolution 44/70, the General Assembly reaffirmed the validity of the World 
Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and reiterated that special emphasis 
should continue to be placed on the equalization of opportunities for disabled persons. 
WHO, through its rehabilitation programme, collaborates with other United Nations 
agencies to promote the goals of the Decade. Based on relationships established through 
the interagency meetings for the Decade, WHO ensures ongoing exchange of information with 
other agencies, particularly ILO, UNESCO and UNHCR. The rehabilitation programme, 
together with the emergency relief programme, collaborates with other United Nations 
agencies for the development of services for the disabled in refugee or emergency 
situations, and has taken an active role in the work of the committee set up by 
Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan to prepare guidelines for all agencies concerned with 
assistance to disabled Afghans. As regards the prevention of disability, the 
rehabilitation programme works closely with the different programmes dealing with 
prevention within WHO, particularly the Expanded Programme on Immunization in j oint 
preparation of a manual on secondary prevention of poliomyelitis, and the programmes on 
leprosy and blindness. 

21. Second Industrial Development Decade for Africa (1991-2000) 

21.1 General Assembly resolution 44/237 proclaimed the period 1991-2000 as the Second 
Industrial Development Decade in Africa and 20 November as African Industrialization Day, 
and requested the Secretary-General to seek the cooperation of OAU and relevant bodies of 
the United Nations system in the preparations for the Decade. Building up Africa's 
potential in pharmaceutical and vaccine production could become an important input from 
WHO in collaboration with UNIDO. 

22. World Decade for Cultural Development (1988-1997) 

22.1 Both the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly reviewed progress in 
developing activities within the framework of the World Decade for Cultural Development. 
The General Assembly, in resolution 44/238, invited the organizations and programmes of 
the United Nations system to continue their efforts in this sphere in accordance with the 
directions of ACC (document ACC/1988/2/Add.3). 

23. International Literacy Year (1990) 

23.1 General Assembly resolution 44/127 recalls that 1990 was proclaimed International 
Literacy Year (resolution 42/104). The resolution expresses appreciation to the 
specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system for their 
contribution to the preparations for the Year, invites them to take appropriate measures 
for the achievement of its objectives, and welcomes the convening of the World Conference 
on Education for All: Meeting Basic Learning Needs, in Thailand in March 1990. 

23.2 The World Conference was sponsored by UNDP, UNESCO, UNICEF and the World Bank, 
together with 17 cosponsors and associate sponsors. The objectives of the Conference 
were to highlight the importance and impact of basic education, and renew commitment to 



make it available to all； to forge a global consensus on a framework for action to meet 
the basic learning needs of children, youth and adults； and to provide a forum for 
sharing experiences and research results so as to invigorate ongoing and planned 
programmes. 

23.3 WHO, as associate sponsor, took part in the meetings of the sponsors and major 
funding agencies and steering groups, in the regional consultations, and in the 
elaboration of the World Declaration and Framework for Action. The latter will provide a 
mandate for strengthening joint action by the health and education sectors in school 
health education at country level. Joint activities supported by WHO, UNESCO and UNICEF, 
as well as the concerned nongovernmental organizations and interested funding agencies, 
are other possibilities to be explored and pursued as part of the follow-up to the 
Conference and within the framework of International Literacy Year. 

VI. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

24• Organization of African Unity 

24.1 The OAU Heads of State and Government adopted the Declaration on Health as a 
Foundation for Development (AHG/Decl.1 (XXIII)) at their twenty-third ordinary session, 
held in Addis Ababa in July 1987. The Declaration suggests, inter alia, that governments 
define or redefine their politico-administrative policies in order to reinforce the 
managerial responsibilities of the local or district level for social and economic 
development, including health. This emphasis is in line with the African Scenario for 
Health Development elaborated by the Member States of the WHO African Region, and with 
the concept now emerging in WHO of promoting intensified and integrated cooperation, on a 
country-by-country basis, with the aim of overcoming the economic and managerial problems 
that are preventing the efficient and rapid implementation of primary health care and 
thus the achievement of health for all the African peoples. WHO and the OAU Member 
States cooperate in achieving the broad objectives of the health programme in Africa 
through the OAU conferences of ministers of health. WHO assists the OAU Secretariat and 
its Health Bureau in organizing these conferences. 

24.2 WHO has also participated actively in the joint meetings of OAU and the organs and 
organizations of the United Nations system which discuss areas for mutual cooperation and 
collaboration. The Deputy Director-General of WHO led a delegation to the high-level 
meeting held in Addis Ababa in April 1990, which focused on six priority areas : 
establishment of the African Economic Community; agriculture, food and nutrition; 
refugees and emergency relief; environment and development； development of human 
resources； and science and technology. Since health is intimately bound to all these 
development issues, the Deputy Director-General, in his address to the plenary meeting, 
put forward constructive proposals as to how cooperation between OAU, WHO and other 
United Nations agencies could be made more effective. WHO offered specific support to 
the six priority areas : (1) strengthening analytical and management capacities at 
country level as well as OAU policy-making in respect of international measures required 
to deal with the political and social problems arising from the fight against AIDS； 

(2) ensuring an effective contribution from the African Region to the WHO/FAO 
International Conference on Nutrition (December 1992)； (3) making available the services 
of the Pan African Centre for Emergency Preparedness and Response to all countries in 
need, and implementing j oint activities within the framework of the International Decade 
for Natural Disaster Reduction; (4) putting emphasis on environmental health programmes 
in collaboration with OAU and other United Nations agencies, and on the control of 
emerging environmental hazards； (5) strengthening human resources development, 
particularly at local or district level； and (6) promoting the development and use of 
technology that is appropriate, affordable and acceptable to local communities, and 
strengthening Africa's capacity to manufacture essential drugs, vaccines and biological 
products, all of which are vital to the health programme in Africa. 


