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HAZARDOUS WASTES: SAFE DISPOSAL AND CONTROL OF HEALTH RISKS

Report of the Director-General

The Regional Committee for Africa at its thirty-eighth
session and the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean
at its thirty-fifth session considered the problem of hazardous
wastes. The latter requested the World Health Assembly to
consider particularly the problems posed by the transfer of
hazardous wastes from industrialized countries to developing
countries. The former called for action to develop and
strengthen programmes for dealing with the hazardous waste
situation. This document reviews the current situation and
emphasizes possible effects on health, discusses solutions,
provides information on the action being taken at national and
international levels including the activities of WHO to deal with
the problem, and sets forth proposals for increased national and
international action by the health sector.
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