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Transfer of funds to Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion 
Special Account for Disasters and Natural Catastrophes 

Report by the Director-General 

The Director-General proposes that the sum of US$ 100 000 available in the Executive Board 
Special Fund, which has not been used since 1977, should be transferred to the Voluntary Fund 
for Health Promotion Special Account for Disasters and Natural Catastrophes, and used to 
supplement funds for emergency humanitarian activities financed from voluntary contributions. 

1. Under the terms of Article 58 of the Constitution, the Executive Board Special Fund was established in 
1954 by resolution WHA7.24. Its use to combat epidemics and participate in the organization of emergency 
relief to victims of calamities, requiring prior authorization by the Executive Board, has been limited to the 
purchase of vaccine, supplies and equipment for emergency situations such as cholera outbreaks and earthquakes 
in 1958，1970 and 1976. For each of the operations involved, funds were reimbursed either from the regular 
budget or from casual income. 

2. The operation of the Special Fund with prior authorization of the Board is not easy or effective in 
emergencies, as may be deduced from the fact that it has not been used for 20 years. 

3. As most of the emergency situations involving WHO are financed from voluntary contributions and 
resources made available by relief agencies under the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion Special Account 
for Disasters and Natural Catastrophes, the eventual transfer of the US$ 100 000 at present in the Executive 
Board Special Fund to the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion would be fully justified from the operational 
and administrative point of view. 

ACTION BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

4. Should the Executive Board concur with the Director-General's proposal, it may wish to adopt a resolution 
along the following lines: 

The Executive Board, 

Having noted the report of the Director-General on the Executive Board Special Fund, 

RECOMMENDS to the Health Assembly the following resolution: 
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The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

Having noted the recommendation of the Executive Board, 

1. AUTHORIZES the transfer of the principal of US$ 100 000 of the Executive Board Special 
Fund to the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion Special Account for Disasters and Natural 
Catastrophes, to be used for emergency humanitarian activities; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to report on the use of this amount under the Voluntary 
Fund for Health Promotion in his financial report. 
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